
Read: Mark 1:16-19 

Five young tradesman who had grown up in the same remote community 
would form the very core of the Apostolic band of men. From the serene 
scenes of a quiet fishing village on the north shores of Galilee a 100 miles 
south the bustling streets of the sacred city of Jerusalem and then 1000 
miles west to the decadent metropolis of Ephesus, Asia, this son of a 
successful and influential business man would invest his adult life in the 
only thing that truly really matters.  Having been trained by his father to 
be a skilled fisherman, this second born son would be masterfully 
equipped to become a fisher of men. And along the way he mastered the 
art of skillfully playing second fiddle! 
All through the gospel accounts and ½ way through the book of Acts, 
John the Apostle is listed either as “the brother of James” or somewhere 
in the listing of a group which is always headed by his friend Peter. And 
yet today we treasure no less than five New Testament books that bear 
his signature. 
Who is this one who God saw fit to point to Jesus, the Messiah, and the 
fulfillment of the promises of the Old Testament? 

The Called 
• Son of Zebedee – Known as such many times.  His father, the successful 

fisherman, was well enough known to be all the introduction John 
needed to have access. 

• Younger brother of James 
• Business partner with Peter and Andrew 
• Nicknamed by Jesus: “Son of Thunder” – labeled early on… impetuous, 

driven and strong… later to be known as the apostle of love.  Fire from 
Heaven seemed like a proper response to those rejecting Jesus the 
Messiah.  Lk 9; 2 Kg 1. 

• Inner Circle with Peter and James 
• A career ladder climber 
• Eyewitness to Jesus’ miracles and teaching 

• Sole attendee at Jesus’ trials 
• Caregiver to Mary, Jesus’ mother 
• Out-ran Peter to the tomb and respectfully waited for Peter. 
• Came to faith simply seeing the grave-clothes 
• Recognized the Master from afar 
• Partnered with Peter – First ½ of Acts John was at the right of Peter.  He 

played second fiddle and mastered it well. 
• Lost his brother James to martyrdom 
• Outlived all the other apostles – Non-Biblical historical records note 

that John, lived into his 90’s – probably the only apostle to die of 
natural causes.  He saw other martyred. 

• Survived prison and exile meant to suppress the gospel that John 
couldn’t stop talking about. 

• Saw and recorded the Apocalypse – We have future history from the 
pen of John. 

• Left us 3 short letters and the Gospel 
• Matthew—Political 
• Mark—Relational  
• Luke—Historical  
• John—Theological – Presenting Jesus Christ as God in the flesh.  

The greatest gospel tract ever given to man; clearly lays out the 
plan of salvation written to believe. 

• Died in Ephesus – 1,000 miles from Jerusalem. 

The best summation of John’s life is that he stepped out of a boat and 
into the center of God’s will.  God called him to give his life to the only 
thing that lasts forever. 

The Claim – The God of Ex 4 “I AM” – In John, Jesus said seven 
times “I AM” 
• “I AM” The Bread of Life- spiritual food; “I AM”—6:35 
• “I AM” The Light of the World—8:12 
• “I AM” The One Door- The One Who makes access for the sheepfold. —

10:7,9 
• “I AM” The Good Shepherd – Answer to Ezk 34 the failed shepherds.  

The true Shepherd lays down His life for the sheep—10:11,14 
• “I AM” The Resurrection and the Life – The story of His friend Lazarus.  

He is the resurrection and the life.  He asked; Do you believe this?  They 
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wanted to kill Jesus and Lazarus because the testimony was so great. —
11:25 

• “I AM” The Way, the Truth and the Life – Don’t be troubled, I will receive 
you. —14:6 

• “I AM”The True Vine – You must be rightly related —15:1,5 

The Case (Evidence that demands a verdict!) – Seven 
demonstrations of the power of Christ 
• Water to wine—Jn 2 
• Healing Nobleman’s Son – sick unto death—Jn 4 
• Lame at Pool of Bethesda—Jn 5 
• Feeding 5000—Jn 6 
• Calming the sea—Jn 6 
• Sight to blind—Jn 9 
• Raising Lazarus—Jn 11 

The Crisis 
Religious leaders understood they had to kill Jesus and Lazarus because 
of the power.  
John 1:14 “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us and we beheld His 

glory, Glory as of the only begotten of the Father, Full of Grace and Truth!” 

“dwelt among us” – tabernacled… where God met man.  “beheld” – 
studied His glory in the person of Jesus Christ.  The glory of God full of 
Grace.  He gave what we did not deserve without compromising Truth.  
John 20:30-31 “Many other signs Jesus did…THESE are written that you 

might believe that Jesus is the CHRIST, the Son of God, and believing you 
might have life in His name!”  

“believe” – 98 times believe or belief in the Gospel of John – Stake your 
future on this!  He is the eternal Son of God.  If you believe, you will have 
life in Hs name. 
1 John 5:12 “This is the testimony, that God gave us Eternal Life, and this life 

is in His Son. Whoever has the Son has life; Whoever does not have the Son 
of God does not have life!”  

RECEPTION or REJECTION… 

Two choices with no middle ground:   
• RECEPTION – The gift of eternal life forever in Heaven.   
• REJECTION – A forever Hell.  Jesus is the bridge over the chasm 

between the two.  You yourself must decide “come” Rev 22:20-21 
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