
In 2100 B.C. God called an idol worshipper from today’s Iraq in the Persian 
Gulf and made a covenant with him that through him and his 
descendants God would bring blessing to the nations of the world. 

Then in A.D. 6 in a wealthy and influential seaport city in modern day 
Turkey, a place made famous by the romance of one Roman, Mark 
Anthony and Egypt’s Cleopatra, God began preparing the messenger 
through whom He would begin to fulfill that promise. 
From Adam thru Noah thru Abraham and down through the kings and the 
prophets, we have followed the many signs that have pointed us 
continually to Jesus. We have looked for and anticipated the one who 
would ultimately fulfill the promise made to the fallen couple in the 
Garden that the seed of the woman would one day crush the head of the 
power behind the serpent. All these OT portraits have cast their shadow 
forward and we have followed them carefully with increasing expectation.  
And then we observed those who were contemporaries of Jesus. We met 
John the Baptist who pointed to the One he called “The Lamb of God,” 
the One declared to take away the sins of the world. We heard the brother 
of Simon Peter declared, “We have found the Christ!” And we were 
listening in when that same Peter finally realized who Jesus truly was and 
testified, “We have come to know and understand that YOU are the Christ, 
the Son of the Living God!” Then last week we ended our worship 
gathering with the declaration of the disciple whom Jesus loved, John, 
when he said, “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace 
and truth.” 
So today we stop for a brief visit with one of the most significant persons 
of the New Testament, one who point us backward to Jesus and declares 
again that this Jesus IS the One who was promised, He IS the Christ! 
• 35 years of pioneer labor (Romans 15) 

Rom 15:20 “and thus I make it my ambition to preach the gospel, not 
where Christ has already been named, lest I build on someone else's 
foundation,” 

• 12,500 miles of travel 
• 5 evangelistic missions 
• 50 major cities visited 
• Spoke the gospel even in Caesar’s household 
• Primary character in last ½ of Acts 
• Authored 13 N.T. books – A massive amount of material: Romans a 

theological dissertation and others like topical letters that answered 
questions in local churches.. 

• 5 times imprisoned 
• 5 times whipped with 40 lashes 
• 3 times beaten with rods 
• Stoned 3 x’s and once drug out of the city assumed dead – scars for the 

sake of the gospel. 
• 3 times in shipwrecks—make that four (Acts 27) – and bit by poisonous 

snake at one. 
• 2 Corinthians 11:26-28 “… frequent journeys, in danger … in toil and 

hardship, through many a sleepless night, in hunger and thirst, often 
without food, in cold and exposure. 28 And, apart from other things, 
there is the daily pressure on me of my anxiety for all the churches.” 

The Man 
A Mercenary Pharisee 
• Born in Tarsus, Turkey a major international city 
• Roman citizen by birth 
• Studied 600 miles away in Jerusalem 
• Honor student of the legendary Gamaliel – brilliant and skillful. 
• Voting member of Sanhedrin council (age 30) 
• Persecutor of the Christians 
• Philippians 3—his upbringing 

Phil 3:4 “… though I myself have reason for confidence in the flesh…” - 
Phil 3:7 “But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 

A Missionary Pastor 
• Radically converted! (Jerusalem to Damascus—170 miles – 6-day 

journey) 
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Acts 22:3-21 
God arrested the persecutor and made him missionary pastor… a chosen 
instrument of God. 

The Mission 
Apostle to the Gentiles - Israel was to carry the message, but with Paul 
God appointed a man as His voice. 
Gen 12 “I will make you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your 

name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, 
and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you ALL the families of the 
earth shall be blessed!” 

Acts 9:15 “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry My name before 
the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel.” 

Acts 13 “It was necessary that the Word of God be spoken first to you. Since 
you thrust it aside and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, 
we are turning to the Gentiles. For so the Lord has commanded us, saying, 
‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to 
the ends of the earth.’ And when the Gentiles heard this, they began 
rejoicing and glorifying the Word of the Lord, and as many as were 
appointed to eternal life believed!” 

• Cultural, ethnic, gender, racial, economic barriers fell 
• “Neither Jew nor Greek, neither slave nor free, there is no male and 

female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus”—Galatians 3:28 
• The problem of humanity was the heart… not these things. Romans 5. 
• Paul didn’t spend his time on these things, but on the heart. 
• Sin slaves were set free 
• Ephesians 2:1-22 (READ) – to proclaim the good news to those bound in 

sin – there was hope in Christ! 

Mission Accomplished 
• Storyline on John the Baptist: “He must increase and I must decrease” 
• Storyline on Paul: “For me to live is Christ and to die is gain!” 
• He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot 

lose!—Jim Elliott  
• “For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of 

my departure has come. I have fought the good fight, I have finished 

the race, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me the 
crown of righteousness, witch the LORD, the righteous judge, will 
award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have 
loved His appearing!”—2 Timothy 4:6-8  

The Message 
Paul was sent to preach the message of Christ. His final words from a 
prisoner’s cell knowing he would be a martyr – to point people to Christ.  
I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and Him 

crucified…so your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the 
power of God—1 Cor 2 

Follow the mission in the book of Acts: 
“Of this man’s offspring God has brought to Israel a savior, Jesus, as He 

promised…” Acts 13:23 

“To us has been sent the message of this salvation. For those who live in 
Jerusalem and their rulers, because they did not recognize Him nor 
understand the utterances of the prophets, which are read every Sabbath, 
fulfilled by condemning Him…” Acts 13:26 

“Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved” Acts 16:31 

“He reasoned with them from the scriptures, explaining and proving that it 
was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead, and 
saying, ‘This Jesus whom I proclaim to you, is the Christ!” Acts 17:2-3 

“Paul was occupied with the Word, testifying to the Jews that the Christ was 
Jesus” Acts 18:5 - (Christ: 523 x’s N.T. 373 x’s by Paul) 

“He powerfully refuted the Jews in public, showing by the scriptures that the 
Christ was Jesus” Acts 18:28 

•“Testifying both to Jews and to Greeks of repentance toward God and of 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ”. Acts 20:21 

“He (Gov Felix) sent for Paul and heard him speak about faith in Christ” Acts 
24:24 

Summary of Paul’s message: Salvation is by grace alone through faith 
alone in Christ Jesus alone 
• NO-one is beyond God’s saving Grace…NO one! 
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• Early failure need not be fatal nor final 
• …our past need not define us 
• There is a cause worth dying for…standing firm in Christ Jesus is the 

key! 

The Meaning – Paul summarizes his life:  
I thank Him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because He 

judged me faithful, appointing me to His service, through formerly I was a 
blasphemer, a persecutor, and insolent opponent. But I received mercy 
because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, and the grace of our Lord 
overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. The 
saying is trustworthy and deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. But I 
received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ 
might display His perfect patience as an example to those who were to 
believe in Him for eternal life. To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, 
the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen!—1 Timothy 
1:12-17 
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