
”How Shall We Then Live?”—Francis Schaeffer 

The title of this classic evangelical work from 1976 sets the tone for the 
times in which we find ourselves. With almost prophetic insight, Dr. 
Schaeffer marked those trends and changes that were leading to the 
deterioration of the society we are witnesses of today. While Christians 
sported their “I Found It” buttons and rushed to build mega-churches, the 
wheels were rapidly following off the culture. In times as chaotic as these 
within which we find ourselves living, it is once again appropriate to ask 
this question: “How shall we then live?” - The emphasis the apostle Paul 
put on his letter to Timothy and Titus. 

Life Between His Two Appearings – The Church Age 
• OT portraits cast the shadow forward – Promise of Genesis 3:15 

believed, but couldn’t be identified.  
• Gospel witnesses pointed directly 
• Paul looks back and hi-lites the power of Jesus’ resurrection from death 
• Timothy and Titus inform us on living between His two comings 
• Every leader is at best an “interim” leader – Part of God’s plan for a 

season. 
• Effectively passing the baton of truth is absolutely critical! 

The Mentor 
• PAUL the Apostle 
• Pioneer missionary 
1 Tim 1:13 “Follow the pattern of the sound words that you have heard from 

me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.” 

The apostle Paul Set the tone for the ministry – to model ministry after 
how it was modeled to them. 
2 Tim 3:10-11 “You, however, have followed my teaching, my conduct, my 

aim in life, my steadfastness, my persecutions and sufferings that 
happened to me…But as for you, continue in what you have learned and 
have firmly believe, knowing from whom you learned it…” 

Paul set himself as a model and handed the ministry to them.  2000 years 
later we have the blessing to hand it forward… a core value of Faith Bible 
Church (2 Tim 2:2) 

The Men 
•Titus—“My true child in a common faith…” 2 Cor 8:16 

• Passing the baton is a non-negational relational thing. 
• Gentile from Antioch – Where he was born again.  Historical writings 

say he was well educated. 
• Traveled with Paul and Barnabas 
• Attended the Jerusalem Council – Acts 15 
• Carried the correction letter to Corinth – 1 Corinthians 
• Led the fundraising team in 2 Corinthians 

“But thanks be to God, who put into the heart of Titus the same earnest care 
I have for you. For he not only accepted our appeal, but being himself very 
earnest he is going to you of his own accord…as for Titus, he is my partner 
and fellow worker for your benefit”—2 Cor 8:16 

A man molded by the great apostle Paul with a mission in mind.  Not a 
second Paul, but Paul had confidence in him. 

• Timothy: “My true child in the faith…My beloved child…” Phil 2:19 
• A special intimate relationship between Paul and Timothy. 
• Son of a Greek married to a Jew – Mother and Grandmother 

faithfully taught him Scripture. 
• Converted on 1st missionary journey in Lystra 
• 2nd missionary journey – matured – well-spoken of by the church 

leaders. 
• Witness to both miracle healing and stoning 
• Co-authored several epistles 
“I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, so that I too may 

be cheered by news of you. For I have no one like him, who will be 
genuinely concerned for your welfare. For they all seek their own 
interests, not those of Jesus Christ. But you know Timothy’s proven 
worth, how as a son with a father he has served with me in the 
gospel…”—Phil 2:19 –  

Paul wrote this reference letter for Timothy… the baton passed. 
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The Mission 
• The church is first of all an organism—a Body and then it is an 

organization—a Building – order is significant – the church is structured 
on clear proclamation of the Biblical truth. 

“Consider this: Before God gave these three letters on church order, He 
gave Romans, 1st and 2nd Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians 
and Colossians. Is it because organization is unimportant? No! it is 
because organization and administration are not primary. They are 
secondary. It is because sound bible teaching and spirituality are what 
ultimately produce ministries that are effective according to God’s 
standards and that manifest the Spirit and the character of Christ in 
ministry and outreach. So…IF God’s word is being consistently and 
accurately proclaimed with prayerful dependence on the Lord and IF 
God’s people take it to heart, a church will be alive, in vital touch with 
Christ, and effective in ministry for the Lord!” 

“Proper organization begins with proper bible teaching, the objective, 
revealed truth from God. The selection and function of the influencers 
must be guided by standards of qualification and spiritual maturity. 
‘When we try to run an organization based on tradition or background, we 
end up with an organization that is not only not biblical, but one also 
lacking spiritual fervor and capacity to function as God intends.” 

• Titus to Crete—Titus 1  
• This was going to be challenging - Tit 1:5 “This is why I left you in 

Crete, so that you might put what remained into order, and appoint 
elders in every town as I directed you” 

• How dark it was!  A prophet of their own has said, ‘Cretans are 
always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons.’ This testimony is true! 1:12 – 
To that culture, Paul sends Titus. 

• Timothy to Ephesus—Acts 19 
• Home of the goddess Artemis – idol worshiping community 

including ritual immorality,   
• Site of mass rioting 
• Most missionally impacting church – Paul ministered there two 

years teaching the Scripture… result - gospel preached. 

• The gospel spread through Asia Minor - Ephesus—Smyrna—
Pergamum—Thyatira—Sardis—Philadephia—Laodicea—Colossae—
Hierapolis—Etc. 

Paul’s strategy: preach… ground in the truth… let them carry it with them 
when they go home. 

The Message 
• Hi-lites from Titus - Tit 1:5; 2:1, 7-8; 3:1-2, 9 

• Embrace the redemptive storyline… the gospel. 
• Establish godly leadership 
• Silence troubling teachers… each church has them 
• Teach sound doctrine with pastoral relevance 
• Remember the heart of the gospel – it’s Christ Jesus. 
• Press for respect toward authority 
• Celebrate unmerited grace and mercy 
• Stay on mission and stay on message 
• Challenge to good works that make the gospel attractive – Tit 1:8, 

16; 2:3, 7, 2:14; 3:1, 8, 14;  

Eph 2:10 – The church will make a difference when they become known 
for kindness and goodness to others. 

Hi-lites from 1 and 2 Timothy – How to function… how to organize the 
church.  1 Tim 1:3, 18; 3:14; 4:6, 11-16; 6:2, 11-16, 20-21; 2 Tim 1:5-8, 13-14; 
2:14-16, 22-25; 3:10-11, 14-17; 4:1-2, 5 “… fulfill your ministry.” 

1 Tim 1:18 “This charge I entrust to you, Timothy, my child, in accordance 
with the prophecies previously made about you, that by them you may 
wage the good warfare,” 

What you truly believe is seen in how you behave 

Message takeaways – “How Shall We Then Live” 
… between the 1st and 2nd coming?  The apostle Paul says by faithfully 
handing the truth to the next generation. 

1. Aspire to be a Paul or a Pauline to a young believer 
2. Seek to be a Titus or Timothy to a seasoned saint… seek a model 
3. Seize the seeding moments… Greek father / Jewish mother… The 

pull was toward the gospel! 
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4. Partner with the Family 
5. Pray for Divine Visitations – That God would visit the heart of the next 

generation… only God can change hearts 

A Timely Word… 
The last words Paul wrote indicating life is tough, the bar is high, the 
pressure to fold is incredible… God, multiply men and women of faith. 

2 Timothy 4:9-18 God give us such models of living faith! 
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