
Introduction: “The Christmas Story from an Angel’s Point of View” by 
Ward Cushman. https://toeverynation.com/christmas-story-angels-point-

view/ 

Read: Philippians 2:5-11 

Hundreds of miles removed from those he loved, for a time virtually 
forgotten by the very ones for whom he had deeply cared, removed from 
the mission that had driven him passionately for so many years and over 
1000s of miles…and increasingly aware that the day of his personal 
execution was rapidly drawing nearer and nearer—Paul pens what he 
perceives might be his final words. Incarcerated in a Roman dungeon, 
shackled 24/7 to a military guard and waiting in the very shadow of the 
tyrannical Caesar…one would expect to read a sad story of gloom and 
doom. The darkness had to be almost suffocating. The stench had to be 
beyond nauseating. The circumstances would drive even the most Gallup 
Strength-finders Positivity individual into the slew of despond. And yet 
the extremely personal and transparent communication that was penned 
in that prison cell simply radiates with JOY! 

• …always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with JOY—
Phil 1:4 

• Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is 
proclaimed, and in that I REJOICE— Phil 1:18 

• Yes, and I will REJOICE— Phil 1:18 
• I know that I will remain and continue with you all, for your progress and 

JOY in the faith— Phil 1:25 
• …complete my JOY by being of the same mind, having the same love, 

being in full accord and of one mind— Phil 2:2 
• Even if I am poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of 

your faith, I am glad and REJOICE with you all— Phil 2:17 
• You also should be glad and REJOICE with me— Phil 2:18 
• I am more eager to send him, therefore, that you may REJOICE at seeing 

him again— Phil 2:28 
• So receive him in the Lord with all JOY— Phil 2:29 

• Finally, my brothers, REJOICE in the Lord— Phil 3:1 
• REJOICE in the Lord always, and again I say REJOICE— Phil 4:4 
• I REJOICED in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your 

concern for me— Phil 4:10 

The promise of the Angel to the shepherds: 
Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great JOY that will be for all 

the people—Luke 2:10 

JOY = a happiness that is founded on realities that are unaffected by 
conditions in this world 

Many are desperately looking for a word of hope… JOY in these difficult 
times. 

While our own reflections on this sacred event mostly begin and end with 
romantic images of manger scenes, the secret to Apostle Paul’s 
irrepressible JOY was found in Zooming back for a fuller view of the 
mystery of Christmas. It was in reflecting upon this story that the great 
apostle found hope and encouragement even while languishing away in a 
Roman dungeon. 

Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the offspring of David, as 
preached in my gospel, for which I am suffering, bound with chains as a 
criminal. But the Word of God is not bound! Therefore I endure everything 
for the sake of the elect, that they may obtain the salvation that is in 
Christ Jesus with eternal glory—2 Tim 2:8 

While in his imprisonment… reproof to a divided church – “have this 
mind” Phil 2:5 

Five Steps from Glory to Glory: 
1. A loose grip on divinity… Jesus always has been and always is God! 

Though He was in the form of God, He did not regard equality with God a 
thing to be grasped, but humbled Himself— Phil 2:6-7 

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the 
prophets, but in thee last days He has spoken to us by His Son whom He 
appointed the heir of all things, through whom also He created the world. 
He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of His nature—
Hebrew 1:3 
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2. A serving heart 
• By taking the form of a servant 

• He who is greatest among you must first be your servant 
• I, being your Lord and master, have given you an example—Jn 

13 
• By being born in the likeness of men— Phil 2:7 

• Hungry, thirsty, weary, dependent 
3. A radical humility 

• And being found in human form, He humbled Himself— Phil 2:8 
• Fully God made fully man – Ps 8 

4. An extreme submission 
• Becoming obedient to the point of death—Phil 2:8 
• Although he was a son, he learned obedience through what he 

suffered. – Heb 5:8 -= He came to die. 
5. A scandalous death 

• Even death on a cross (obscene!)—2:8 

Christ, the restorer of David’s royal throne, was born in Bethlehem, was 
wrapped in swaddling cloth, was laid in a crude manger…those 
swaddling bands and that wooden manger—the prophetic shadow of the 
torture of His cross, the bands of death, the linen sheets of His tomb… 

JOY = a happiness unaffected by conditions in this world but founded on 
our relationship with a faithful God through Jesus Christ His Son… 

For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. – Phil 1:21 

Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that 
whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are 
standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith 
of the gospel, - Phil 1:27.  

Remember in a war to stand with each other. How to?  

And most of the brothers, having become confident in the Lord by my 
imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the word without fear. Phil 
1:14 – Not grumbling or complaining.  

Think less about self and s whole lot more about others based on a living 
relationship with Jesus.  

Spell JOY: 

“J” – Jesus 
“O” – others 
“Y” - you 
Happiness not based on the conditions in this world. Is God still good 
when things aren’t great? YES! GROUNDS OF JOY: 

His saving deeds 
These things I have spoken to you, that My JOY may be in you, and that your 

JOY may be full—John 15:11 

Now I am coming to You, and these things I speak in the world, that they 
may have my JOY fulfilled in themselves. I have given them Your word, and 
the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am 
not of the world—John 17:14 

My 1st link to Him… 

• Not my goodness but my badness 
• Not my merit but my misery 
• Not my standing but my falling 
• Not my riches but my desperate need 

His unwavering presence (indwelling Holy Spirit) 
• Galatians 5:22 The fruit of the Spirit is “love” described by the following 

list and the first one on the list is “joy”. The work of the Spirit within. 
• Matthew 28:20 I am with you ALWAYS 
• We are not in this mess alone. When the story ends, He will still be 

there. 

The anticipation of His ultimate victory 
Hebrews 12:1-2 

• Instead of a palace, a stable 
• Instead of a cradle, a grain crib 
• Instead of a pillow, a bed of straw 
• Instead of a throne, a cross 
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The expectation of His glorious return! 
But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, who will 
transform our lowly body to be like His glorious body, by the power that 
enables Him even to subject all things to Himself—Phil 3:20 

Though you have not seen Him, you love Him. Though you do not now see 
Him, you believe in Him and REJOICE with JOY that is inexpressible and 
filled with glory, obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your 
souls—1 Peter 1:8 

• Born as a baby 
• Lived as a man 
• Died as a criminal 
• Raised as a victor 
• Revered as a King 

THEREFORE God has highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the name 
that is above every name…(Phil 2:9) Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace (Isa 9:6), the Good Shepherd (Jn 10:11, 
14), the Lamb of God (Jn 1:29, 36), the Friend of Sinners Matt 11:19), 
Immanuel…so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is LORD, to the glory of God the Father! (Phil 2:10-11), King of kings, 
Lord of lords (Rev 19:16) 

Joy is that emotion which is evoked by remembering God and His work in 
our lives as well as the unwavering expectation that He will ultimately act 
on our behalf when times of trouble come. It is this relationship with God, 
maintained by an obedient response to His Word, which produces 
unquenchable JOY.  

JOY, like PEACE, is rooted in our trust in the Lord. 

Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great JOY which shall be for 
all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David, a Savior, 
who is Christ the LORD! Lk 2:10 

"Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and 
wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!" 13 And I heard 
every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, 
and all that is in them, saying, "To him who sits on the throne and to the 
Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!" Rev 
5:12-13 
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