
Who is God When You Have Cancer?

It’s not a hard question for Chuck and Janet LaFollete. They’re still His children, according to 
Chuck. While most would pray for healing, for a miracle — Chuck prays for God’s will to be 
done. 

They were told it was probably an ulcer. Two hours later, the doctor thought it might be 
lymphoma. “That was okay,” Janet says, “because lymphoma is curable.” Two weeks later, it 
was a cancer diagnosis. But it took a year for the definitive answer that it was stage 4 cancer 
that had started in the kidneys and had gone into the lymph nodes. “The doctors are only 
human,” Janet says. “It didn’t help to be angry about how long it took for them to tell us what it 
was."

While they have ups and downs, there really have not been many visits with the oncologist that 
have given them much hope. But Chuck and Janet have decided to trust God’s plan even 
through the hard days, even after the diagnosis of papillary renal cell carcinoma, leaving hand-
in-hand, sitting together in the car outside the doctor’s office. Chuck and Janet, tears rolling 
down their faces, knew God would get them through each day and the worst part — 12 - 18 
months to live. That was in October. There was the grieving period, and the peace, and the 
good days, and some bad. But “it’s God’s plan,” says Chuck. There is no bitterness, but it did 
take some time to accept it he says.

This is Janet’s second time through. Her first husband died of a rare form of leukemia, and she 
with her two young girls, felt the peace He brought. “God carried me through every step of the 
way,” she says. She knows He’ll do the same now. Her first husband wasn’t a believer before he 
got cancer, but by the time he died, he knew the Lord. “God uses you,” she says. “He stretches 
you.” She had prayed to be used in a special way. “He’s using me again,” she says.

She knows God will be glorified again and both Chuck and Janet have chosen to use the 
remaining time doing God’s will. About a month ago, when Janet went to her doctor for a quick 
exam, and he asked how her things were going. She left the room more than 40 minutes later 
after sharing with him the trust she has in Jesus Christ despite Chuck’s diagnosis. Janet told 
him that if Chuck lives longer than expected, it’s a win. If he dies, he gets to be with God and 
that’s a win. “Either way,” Janet said, “it’s a win!” The doctor's daughter had recently become a 
believer and he had seen the change in her life. Her peace, her change in friends. He seemed 
uncertain of it all, but could see the genuineness in both his daughter and in Janet.

Chuck has been a Christian for a long time. He grew up in Indianapolis where he spent a few 
year in an orphanage. His father committed suicide and his mom left him with his older sister 
who didn’t know what to do with him and her own children. She dropped him off at an 
orphanage. Chuck was in and out of foster homes, most of them bad. When one foster family 
decided to move out of town and didn’t want to take the foster kids along, a friend’s parents 
offered to take Chuck in for awhile. That turned into forever when they adopted him into their 
Christian home. But he had to change his last name. “That bothered me for some reason,” 
Chuck said. “I don’t know why, but I had a hard time with that.”

“It’s what Christ does with us. We get a new identity in Him when He adopts us into His family,” 
Pastor Mike Hertzler tells him. Chuck nods his head. 



They are genuine. They’ve had their tough days, they both admit. But rather than wasting their 
time asking why, or choosing bitterness, they have decided on God’s goodness no matter what 
happens. Through the fatigue, and the unknown, and the dizziness caused by multiple 
medications, Chuck, a once athletic, former US Marshall now spends hours resting, and finding 
contentment in being still. A man who used to keep busy golfing, working, heading up the 
security team at Faith, enjoys the quiet of the day. But he also takes every opportunity to share 
Christ. To the man at Baxter Toyota who they’ve known for a few years. To people at the cancer 
support group they plan on joining. They look forward to the opportunity for outreach. “This new 
existence has changed how I look at things,” Chuck says. 

They speak with confidence, they speak with joy. They know this life is a 2 Corinthians 14-21 
life. We’re here to glorify God. Pastor Mike, sits across from the two of them on one of his visits 
and asks them about this. How do they live life on mission? Their lives are not just trusting in 
Christ with the secure hope of eternity, their lives are the here and now, and the knowing that 
they belong to Him, to do His will no matter the cost. “God has put me here for a reason,” 
Chuck says.

“It’s a daily walk,” Janet nods. “Everyday is a gift from God.”




