
f o r k i d s





for god so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten son, that whoever believes in him  

shall not perish, but have eternal life.

John 3:16

introduction
Welcome! This booklet was made especially for young children.  
As you read it with your child, pause to make eye contact and to 
listen to your child’s answers.

We hope that this will be a meaningful and treasured experience  
as you and your child hear the great story of Jesus’ love.

follow these steps
1. Read about the station.

2.  Walk up to the items in front of you and look at them,  
touch them, pick them up, or even smell them.

3. Talk to God through prayer.



hand  
washing



What do you do right before dinner? You wash your hands. Washing 
your hands gets rid of all the germs and dirt. Now your hands are 
clean, and you can enjoy a meal prepared just for you!

A long time ago, people in the Bible washed their hands before 
entering the temple. They wanted to be clean before they heard 
God’s message.

Go to the washing station and wash your hands as you 
prepare to hear a special message from God.

talking with god
Wash me clean so I can hear the message You have prepared just 
for me!

ask yourself
Why am I washing my hands? 

Answer: I want to prepare to hear God’s message.



hearing  
ears



Do you know what a whisper sounds like? The Bible tells us God’s 
voice is sometimes like a whisper. Is it better to be loud or quiet 
when you need to hear a whisper? It is better to be quiet. Did you 
know that God wants to whisper to you? He loves you and cannot 
wait to tell you how much He loves you. The Bible says, “For God so 
loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life (John 3:16).” 
That is a big way of saying, “God loves YOU!” 

Walk through the stations. Touch, feel, and smell the story of  
Jesus’ love. 

Hold your thoughts in your head (pat your head) and open your 
ears (wiggle your ears) and listen for God’s whisper (cup your hand 
behind your ear). 

talking with god
God, let me hear You whisper the great story of Jesus’ love.  



last supper
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Have you ever said goodbye to someone you love? Jesus prepared 
to say goodbye to His friends while they shared a special meal 
called the Passover. The Passover celebration first began when 
God brought the Israelites out of Egypt. Since then, the Jews have 
celebrated Passover every year—even to this day! The Passover 
meal includes unleaved bread (flat bread, not fluffy), lamb (meat), 
and bitter herbs. Each of these has a special meaning, but when 
Jesus ate this meal, He gave the Passover new meaning. He is the 
bread of life. He is the Lamb of God, and He will take away the 
bitterness of our sin. Jesus knew this would be the last meal He 
would share with His friends before He died on the cross. 

Taste the bread.

After the meal, Jesus did something that surprised His friends— 
He washed their feet! Can you imagine the Son of God washing 
dirty feet? This is a task only a servant would do, but Jesus wanted 
His friends and everyone to know that He left heaven to become a 
servant and to wash us clean. He came to serve because He loves us.

talking with god
Jesus, thank You for becoming a servant.

love notes
Jesus left heaven to serve because He loves you!

ask yourself
What did Jesus tell us about Himself in the Passover celebration?
What did Jesus say about Himself as He washed His friends’ feet? 

Answers: (1)He is the bread of life, He is the Lamb of God, and He will take away the 
bitterness of sin. (2)He came to serve.



silver coins
-2-



Would you trade your mom or dad for a bright and shiny silver 
nickel? Of course not! Your mom and dad are much more precious 
than a bright, shiny nickel. The Bible tells us that Judas, one of the 
disciples, traded Jesus for 30 silver coins. Judas was willing to trade 
the greatest treasure ever known for a few shiny coins.

Pick up and feel a silver coin.

talking with god
Jesus, help me see You as the greatest treasure.

love notes
You are God’s treasure. Is He your treasure?

ask yourself
How many silver coins did Judas trade for Jesus? 

Answer: 30 silver coins



his cross
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Have you ever carried something really, really heavy? What did it 
feel like? Jesus carried something very heavy too. He carried the 
cross on His back to the place where He would be crucified. He 
carried this heavy cross and the sins of the whole world because  
He loves you!

Touch the wood.  
It is rough and heavy.

talking with god
Jesus, thank You for carrying the cross. I know You love me.

love notes
What are some wrong things (sin) I have done that Jesus carried on 
the cross?

ask yourself
What did Jesus carry? 

Answer: The cross



his pain
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Have you ever fallen? Skinned knees, stubbed toes, and scraped 
hands are very painful. Your whole body hurts! Jesus understands—
He was nailed to the cross, and His whole body hurt too—His head, 
His hands, and His feet.

Look and feel the spikes and the hammer.  
Can you imagine hammering these into Jesus’ hands and feet?

Look at the crown of thorns. Look at the long, sharp points.  
Was this really a king’s crown? No. This crown was made to hurt 
Jesus even more.

talking with god
Jesus, I know my sin caused Your hurt. Forgive me for the wrong 
things I have done.

love notes
Jesus was willing to suffer because He loves you.

ask yourself
Who was nailed to the cross? 

Answer: Jesus was.



the garden
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Has your mom or dad taken you to the doctor for a shot? The 
drive to the doctor was a painful trip because you knew what was 
going to happen! Similarly, Jesus’ Father asked Him to go to the 
cross to pay for the sin of the world. Jesus knew what was going to 
happen and how painful it would be, so He went to the Garden of 
Gethsemane to pray. As He prayed, He thought about the cross and 
the spikes. He thought about the crown of thorns and the pain. He 
also thought about his Father. Jesus had a decision to make, “Yes, 
Father, I will go to the cross,” or “No, Father, I don’t want to go to the 
cross.” Do you think it was a hard choice for Jesus? Yes it was, but 
Jesus chose to obey His Father.

Sit in the garden.  
Have you ever prayed about a difficult choice?

talking with god
Jesus, thank You for choosing to obey God. Help me to obey  
You too.

love notes
Jesus chose to obey because He loves you.

ask yourself
What 2 choices did Jesus have? 

Answer: To obey His Father or not to obey His Father.



oil spices
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What is your favorite spice? Cinnamon? Cocoa? Peppermint?  
The Bible tells us about some other spices, too. After Jesus died, 
some of His friends came to bury His body. In Bible times, a body 
was carefully wrapped with linen (a special cloth) and spices.  
Jesus’ friends used spices called spikenard, hyssop, frankincense, 
and myrrh. Do you recognize two of those? The wisemen brought 
frankincense and myrrh to Jesus when He was born! These  
sweet-smelling spices were expensive gifts given by His friends  
to show how much they loved and honored Jesus.

Smell each of the spices.  
Which is your favorite?

talking with god
Jesus, I’m glad You had friends who loved and honored You with 
sweet-smelling spices.

love notes
Jesus loves you so much! How can you show Jesus that you love 
and honor Him?

ask yourself
Why did Jesus’ friends wrap His body with expensive spices? 

Answer: They loved and honored Him.



torn curtain
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Do you have a fence in your backyard? What does your fence do? 
Your fence keeps your neighbor’s dog from wandering into your 
yard, and it keep you from wandering into your neighbor’s yard.  
A fence keeps things in, but it also keeps things out.

In Bible times, the Temple had a very special and holy place where 
the Lord lived. It was called the Holy of Holies. The Holy of Holies 
had a very thick and heavy curtain that was like a fence. It kept God 
separated from us, and it also kept us separated from God. Why did 
we need to be separated? Because God is perfect and we are not. 
We do bad things (sin). Sin keeps us from God.

Walk through the curtain.  
Jesus was punished for your sin so you could be a part of  
God’s family.

talking with god
Jesus, thank You for taking away my sin, which kept me separated 
from God.

love notes
Jesus made a way for you to come to God because He loves you.

ask yourself
Who tore the curtain that separated us from God? 
What does the torn curtain mean? 

Answers: (1)God did. (2)Like an open gate, we can come to God anytime because 
of Jesus.



our cross
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Jesus loves you more than you can imagine! He created you and 
knew your name before you were born. He wants you to be part of 
His family. How can you become part of God’s family?

Can you think of something you have done wrong (told a lie, 
disobeyed a parent, said something hurtful)? Jesus took the 
punishment for your sin on the cross. You can give your sin  
to Jesus.

talking with god
Jesus, I have done wrong things, and I am sorry. Please forgive me. 
Thank you for taking the punishment for my sin on the cross so I 
can be part of Your family.

love notes
Did you hear God whisper? He said, “I love you!” The Bible says,  
 “For God so loved  that He gave His one and only Son, 
that if  believes in Him,  shall not perish 
but have eternal life (John 3:16).”

ask yourself
 How did God show you that He loves you? 

MY NAME

MY NAME MY NAME

Answer: God sent Jesus!
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