
 

 
May 8, 2020  

Dear Faith Bible family, 

As we consider the winding path toward reopening our doors for corporate gatherings, we are praying for clarity on 
what is right for our body as a whole and for individual brothers, sisters, and families.  We are seeking input from 
many sources but ultimately we continue to rely on the Lord for direction and we ask you to pray with us for clear 
guidance through this unusual challenge. We seek to act in unity, but we know we will not all agree on every point. 
Demonstrating grace and respect for each other as we navigate through the situation is vital for the spiritual well-
being of our church family. 

We will resume gathering in as timely a manner as appropriate while respecting the recommendations of our 
community leaders and health professionals. We are working to develop practical guidelines based on those 
recommendations, and on the four priorities Pastor Tom presented in early-April: 

 •Protecting Families 
 •Respecting Authorities 
 •Loving Neighbors 
 •Honoring the Lord 

We will need to take care not to put personal preferences above these priorities. We are moving forward with the 
assumption that everyone will want to make decisions that are in the best interest of our broader church family. Each 
of us have unique circumstances that will influence the timeline for when and to what extent we personally resume 
gathering. Whether that is a health concern, a revised work schedule, or something else, it is our desire that you 
reconnect in-person at a pace that is right for you and your family. 

As we assess the specifics of reopening our doors in a phased manner, we are identifying many options and 
considering many concepts from other churches and faith-based organizations. Some of the concepts we are 
pondering for inclusion in various plan phases include: 

 •Outdoor student and adult gatherings, outdoor worship, parking lot services using FM radio for audio 
 •Continued online service access and format (for the long-haul) 
 •Continued videoconferencing for some ministry events and groups 
 •Alternative service days and times, and shorter services 
 •Controlled seating and attendance for group events and services 
 •Controlled access to various areas of the building 
 •Controlled fellowship before, during, and after group gatherings 
 •Extended time and personnel for sanitation between events and services 
 •Vehicle and foot traffic flow considerations 

These and many other topics will need to be thought through in the coming weeks. We will not get everything right, 
but we will do our best to put plans in place to meet the needs of our Faith family and to advance the ministry of 
Faith Bible Church. Watch your mail next week for specifics on a phased reopening plan.  

We look forward to seeing each of you again and praising the Lord together for all He will accomplish even through 
this trial. In the meantime, know that we are praying for you and we ask for your prayers, grace, and patience as we 
chart our course. 

Blessings, 
Your staff at Faith Bible Church 
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