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BLESSING
Blessing: Blessing is the bestowing of
privilege, right, responsibility, or FAVOR by
God or by one whom He has blessed.
baw-rak - literally to KNEEL. Describes God
extending the benefit of His favor. Also
describes worship, the adoration of God.

BLESSING
• Service: the action of helping or doing work for
someone. a system supplying a public need such
as transport, communications, or utilities such as
electricity and water. contribution to the welfare of
others.
• Generosity: characterized by a noble or kindly
spirit. Liberal in giving : openhanded.

Ephesians 4:11-16 11 It was he who gave
some to be apostles, some to be prophets,
some to be evangelists, and some to be
pastors and teachers, 12to prepare God's
people for works of service, so that the body
of Christ may be built up 13until we all reach
unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the
Son of God and become mature, attaining to
the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.

14Then we will no longer be infants, tossed
back and forth by the waves, and blown here
and there by every wind of teaching and by
the cunning and craftiness of men in their
deceitful scheming. 15Instead, speaking the
truth in love, we will in all things grow up into
him who is the Head, that is, Christ.

16From him the whole body, joined and held
together by every supporting ligament, grows
and builds itself up in love, as each part does
its work.

Paul is describing the organizational chart of
the New Testament Church:
• He – Jesus Christ is the one who established
this organizational Chart.

Paul is describing the organizational chart of
the New Testament Church:
• We are to have those that hold positions of
Leadership:
– Apostles
– Prophets
– Evangelist
– Pastors and Teachers

Paul is describing the organizational chart of
the New Testament Church:
•The specific role of these gifted leaders is to
Prepare “God’s People”.

12to prepare God's people for “Works of
Service” so that the body of Christ may
be built up
• Works: Ergon: Toil, Act, Deed, Labor.
That which one undertakes to do,
enterprise.

12to prepare God's people for “Works of
Service” so that the body of Christ may
be built up
• Service: Diakonia: The ministration of those
who render to others the offices of Christian
affection especially those who help meet need
by either collecting or distributing of charities.
Attend as a servant, Aid, Minister(ing),
Administration, relief.

Goals of this type of setup:
• Keep the “Professionals” from doing all the
ministry.
• Leaders are not to do it all, but they are called
to “Prepare God’s people” to do the work of the
ministry.
• So that they body of Christ may be built up –
Edifying to the living church, or the body of
Christ

Paul uses the imagery of the ‘Body” to give us a
clear understanding of this principle.

1 Corinthians 12:12 Just as a body, though one, has
many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it
is with Christ. 13 For we were all baptized by[c] one
Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or
Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one
Spirit to drink. 14 Even so the body is not made up of
one part but of many. 15 Now if the foot should say,
“Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the
body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of
the body.

16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an
eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that
reason stop being part of the body. 17 If the whole
body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing
be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the
sense of smell be? 18 But in fact God has placed the
parts in the body, every one of them, just as he
wanted them to be. 19 If they were all one part, where
would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts,
but one body.

21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!”
And the head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need
you!” 22 On the contrary, those parts of the body that
seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and the
parts that we think are less honorable we treat with
special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable
are treated with special modesty, 24 while our
presentable parts need no special treatment. But God
has put the body together, giving greater honor to the
parts that lacked it,

25 so that there should be no division in the body, but
that its parts should have equal concern for each
other. 26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if
one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. 27
Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you
is a part of it. 28 And God has placed in the church
first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers,
then miracles, then gifts of healing, of helping, of
guidance, and of different kinds of tongues.

29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all
teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do all have gifts of
healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 31
Now eagerly desire the greater gifts.

Romans 12:4Just as each of us has one body with
many members, and these members do not all have
the same function, 5so in Christ we who are many
form one body, and each member belongs to all the
others. 6We have different gifts, according to the
grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let him
use it in proportion to his faith. 7If it is serving, let him
serve; if it is teaching, let him teach;

8if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is
contributing to the needs of others, let him give
generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently;
if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.

Paul’s call is that each of us have a part in the
work of ministry, and in the body of Christ.
• We are “One Body” – unified in purpose and
call.
• The “Body of Christ” is filled with diversity:
– Diversity of people.
– Diversity of functions.

Paul’s call is that each of us have a part in the
work of ministry, and in the body of Christ.
• We have mutuality in common.
– We are dependent on all the other parts of the body
to complete the mission.
– On our own we cannot complete the call of the
Gospel.
– We profit from others gifts and purposes in the body
of Christ.

Paul’s call is that each of us have a part in the
work of ministry, and in the body of Christ.
• We should serve based on our current maturity
level in Christ, but strive to grow in our faith.

Benefits of Service and Generosity
• Allows us to experience miracles of
God firsthand.
John 2:5 His mother said to the servants, "Do
whatever he tells you." 6Nearby stood six stone water
jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial
washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons.

Benefits of Service and Generosity
• Allows us to experience miracles of
God firsthand.
7Jesus said to the servants, "Fill the jars with water";
so they filled them to the brim. 8Then he told them,
"Now draw some out and take it to the master of the
banquet." 9They did so, and the master of the
banquet tasted the water that had been turned into
wine.

Benefits of Service and Generosity
• Allows us to experience miracles of
God firsthand.
He did not realize where it had come from, though the
servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he
called the bridegroom aside 10and said, Everyone
brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper
wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but
you have saved the best till now."

Benefits of Service and Generosity
• It matures us in our obedience and our
faithfulness to Him.
1st Peter 4:10Each one should use whatever gift he
has received to serve others, faithfully administering
God's grace in its various forms. 11If anyone speaks,
he should do it as one speaking the very words of
God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the
strength God provides, so that in all things God may

Benefits of Service and Generosity
• It matures us in our obedience and our
faithfulness to Him.
be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory
and the power for ever and ever. Amen

Benefits of Service and Generosity
• Help us to be more like Jesus:
Matthew 25:34"Then the King will say to those on his
right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take
your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since
the creation of the world 35For I was hungry and you
gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave
me something to drink, I was a stranger and you
invited me in,

Benefits of Service and Generosity
• Help us to be more like Jesus:
36I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick
and you looked after me, I was in prison and you
came to visit me.' 37"Then the righteous will answer
him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you,
or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38When
did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or
needing clothes and clothe you?

Benefits of Service and Generosity
• Help us to be more like Jesus:
39When did we see you sick or in prison and go to
visit you?' 40"The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth,
whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers
of mine, you did for me.'

Benefits of Service and Generosity
• Keeps us surrounded by those who
can encourage us and help us mature
in our relationship with Christ:
Hebrews 10:24And let us consider how we may spur
one another on toward love and good deeds. 25Let
us not give up meeting together, as some are in the
habit of doing, but let us encourage one another--and
all the more as you see the Day approaching.

Benefits of Service and Generosity
• It increases our Faith:
Ephesians 3:17so that Christ may dwell in your hearts
through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and
established in love, 18may have power, together with
all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high
and deep is the love of Christ, 19and to know this love
that surpasses knowledge--that you may be filled to
the measure of all the fullness of God.

Benefits of Service and Generosity
• It increases our Faith:
20Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more
than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that
is at work within us,

Benefits of Service and Generosity
• Obedience: We are called to service
and generosity.
James 1: 22Do not merely listen to the word, and so
deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 23Anyone who
listens to the word but does not do what it says is like
a man who looks at his face in a mirror 24and, after
looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets
what he looks like

Benefits of Service and Generosity
• Obedience: We are called to service
and generosity.
25But the man who looks intently into the perfect law
that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not
forgetting what he has heard, but doing it--he will be
blessed in what he does.

How do we do this?
Joshua 24:15 But as for me and my
household, we will serve the Lord "
• Find your area of spiritual gifting.
• Volunteer – Offer help where It's needed.
• As you see needs arise be open to Gods calling
to serve or support that area of ministry.

How do we do this?
• Continually look for simple acts of Service or
Generosity where you can be a blessing:
– Helping a neighbor.
– Giving food or contributing to the food pantry.
– Helping in some small way around the church.
– Driving someone to church.
– Assist someone in need.
– Etc………

How do we do this?
• Invest in others – be a mentor.
• Pray for your church and for others.
• Serve your Pastors.
Ephesians 2:10For we are God's workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which
God prepared in advance for us to do.

