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Matthew 2:1-12 (ESV)
2 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the
days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east
came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been
born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and
have come to worship him.” 3 When Herod the king heard
this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and
assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people,
he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born.

5 They

told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is
written by the prophet :6 “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the
land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of
Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd
my people Israel.’”

7 Then

Herod summoned the wise men secretly and
ascertained from them what time the star had appeared.
8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search
diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring
me word, that I too may come and worship him.” 9 After
listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold,
the star that they had seen when it rose went before them
until it came to rest over the place where the child was.

10 When

they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with
great joy. 11 And going into the house, they saw the child
with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped
him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts,
gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12 And being warned in a
dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own
country by another way.

Matthew and Luke are the 2 gospels where the story of
Jesus’s birth is found.
 Luke is the traditional story that we read at Christmas time, and
is told from Mary’s point of view.
 Matthew is told from Joseph’s point of view. Part of Matthew
is added when we tell and act out the Christmas story.
 Shepherds are in the story in the book of Luke.

Matthew and Luke are the 2 gospels where the story of
Jesus’s birth is found.
 Wise Men are in the story in the book of Matthew.
 Both are not found together.

Wise Men – Magi - Who are they?
• Not Kings.
• Probably not just three.
• The term Magi covered many types of people. The
common denominator was that they were people who
were educated or were sought out for their knowledge.

Magos - the name given to the wise men, teachers, priests,
physicians, astrologers, seers, interpreters of dreams,
augers, soothsayers, sorcerers, etc.

The story of their arrival fulfills prophecy.
1. The appearance of the star:

Numbers 24: 17 I see him, but not now; I behold him,
but not near: a star shall come out of Jacob, and a
scepter shall rise out of Israel; it shall crush the forehead
of Moab and break down all the sons of Sheth.

The story of their arrival fulfills prophecy.
2. The Coming of the Wisemen:

Isaiah 60: 3And nations shall come to your light, and
kings to the brightness of your rising.

The story of their arrival fulfills prophecy.
3. Herod plotting to kill Jesus:

Psalm 2: 2The kings of the earth set themselves, and
the rulers take counsel together, against the Lord and
against his Anointed, saying, 3“Let us burst their bonds
apart and cast away their cords from us.”

The story of their arrival fulfills prophecy.
4. The Bringing of Gifts:
Isaiah 60 5Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall
thrill and exult, because the abundance of the sea shall be turned
to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 6A multitude
of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and
Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold
and frankincense, and shall bring good news, the praises of the
Lord

The order of their coming also falls in line with the
manner in which the message of the gospel was spread
by Jesus.
Romans 1:16For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is
the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes,
to the Jew first and also to the Greek.

The order of their coming also falls in line with the
manner in which the message of the gospel was spread
by Jesus.
• First, the local shepherds came – Jews
• Then the Wise Men came – Isaiah 60:3
Greek - Hellēn - the name embraces all nations, not Jews

Not only does this story fulfill the scriptures, but it also
reflects us today:
• The wise men were educated men.
• They still were seeking more.
• Their education and knowledge did not fulfill them.
• They had not found and were still searching for the
truth.

1) Like us, they saw something that grabbed their
attention.

Matthew 2: 2 ..“Where is he who has been born king of
the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have
come to worship him.”

1) Like us, they saw something that grabbed their
attention.

• They acknowledged Him as royalty – because they
knew the prophecy about the star.
• They didn’t just admire the star –they took action and
followed it.
• They came not just to see Him, but to worship Him.

2) They got lost, but found their direction through the
scriptures.
Matthew 2: 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled,
and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and assembling all the chief
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Christ was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea,
for so it is written by the prophet: 6 “‘And you, O Bethlehem,
in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of
Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my
people Israel.’”

2) They got lost, but found their direction through the
scriptures.
• They were looking for a king, so they went to the place that
would be worthy of royalty, and lost sight of the star.
• After Herod called the chief priest and scribes, they told them
where the king would be born by recalling the words of the
prophets.
• When they set back out on their journey using the words of
the scriptures, they once again found the star.

2) They got lost, but found their direction through the
scriptures.

Matthew 2:” 9 After listening to the king, they went on
their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when
it rose went before them until it came to rest over the
place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star,
they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.

3) Finally they worshipped in the presence of the one
that they sought.

Matthew 2: 11 And going into the house, they saw the
child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and
worshiped him.

3) Finally they worshipped in the presence of the one
that they sought.

• When they met Jesus, they knew He was the one they
were looking for.
• In His presence, they could not stand, so they fell down
to worship Him.
• Their response to meeting him was to give to Him the
gifts that they had brought for him.

Lessons from the journey of the wise men.
• We always need to be listening to where He is calling
us to go.
• We need to keep our eyes on the star.
• When all else fails, go to the scriptures to find the way.
• Always worship Him when you are in His presence.
• Give to Him all the gifts (talents) that you have.

