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Welcome to Faith Presbyterian Church 

Our mission is to participate in the ongoing ministry of Christ to the community of 

Gainesville. 

 

New? We are glad that you are worshipping with us this Sunday. Visit our website  

faithgainesville.org to learn more about us. Feel free to contact us at 

faith@faithgainesville.org to meet with the pastor or learn about other opportunities to 

get involved. 

The Logic of Our Worship 

We believe Christ is uniquely present with us when we gather for worship. Our service is 

not a performance, but an interaction with the living God. As He reveals himself and we 

respond, we do more than just hear the gospel; we participate in it! 

 

This worship pattern is found throughout the Bible (Deut. 5, 2 Chron. 5-7, Is. 6, Eph. 1-6 

and Rev. 4-5). The following is a brief outline of the pattern. 

 

Entering the Gospel Story 

 Gathering Song 

I. Encountering A Glorious and Holy God 

 God’s character rediscovered in prayer and song–Revelation 4:1-2, 6-8 

II. Discovering God’s Grace in Confession 

 Human character confessed–Revelation 5:1-5 

III. Receiving God’s Grace in Word and Sacrament 

 God’s grace assured–Revelation 5:6-9 

IV. Renewing Our Commitment to Christ Our King 

 Exalting Christ and Receiving his blessing–Revelation 5:10-13 
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*GATHERING SONG  

Across the Lands 

Getty, Townsend 

 

You're the Word of God the Father 

From before the world began 

Ev'ry star and ev'ry planet 

Has been fashioned by Your hand 

All creation holds together 

By the power of Your voice 

Let the skies declare Your glory 

Let the land and seas rejoice 

 

You're the author of creation 

You're the Lord of ev'ry man 

And Your cry of love rings out 

Across the lands 

 

Yet You left the gaze of angels 

Came to seek and save the lost 

And exchanged the joy of heaven 

For the anguish of a cross 

With a prayer You fed the hungry 

With a word You stilled the sea 

Yet how silently You suffered 

That the guilty may go free 

 

With a shout You rose victorious 

Wresting victory from the grave 

And ascended into heaven 

Leading captives in Your wake 

Now You stand before the Father 

Interceding for Your own 

From each tribe and tongue and nation 

You are leading sinners home 

 

Entering the Gospel Story 

                                                                                                                                       December 5, 2021 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

I. Encountering a Glorious and Holy God 

*GOD’S CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                        Isaiah 40:1-3 

 

Leader: Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and 

cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received 

from the Lord's hand double for all her sins. A voice cries:  

People: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; make straight in the de-

sert a highway for our God.” 

 
 
 
 
 

 

*CALLING ON GOD AND PRAISING HIM  
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O Come, All Ye Faithful 

#208 

 

O come, all ye faithful, 

joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

come and behold him 

born the King of angels; 

 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord. 

 

Sing, choirs of angels, 

sing in exultation, 

sing, all ye citizens of heav'n above; 

glory to God 

in the highest;   

 

Refrain 

 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 

born this happy morning: 

Jesus, to thee be all glory giv'n; 

Word of the Father, 

late in flesh appearing;  

 

Refrain 

*Songs of Faith and Praise 
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O Come, O Come Emmanuel 

#194 

 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here, 

until the Son of God appear. 

 

Refrain: 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free 

thine own from Satan's tyranny; 

from depths of hell thy people save, 

and give them vict'ry o'er the grave.  

 

Refrain 

 

O come, thou Dayspring from on high, 

and cheer us by thy drawing nigh; 

disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

and death's dark shadows put to flight.  

 

Refrain 

 

O come, thou Key of David, come 

and open wide our heav'nly home; 

make safe the way that leads on high, 

and close the path to misery.  

 

Refrain 
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CONFESSION OF SIN  

 

Lord, you come to us, but we do not recognize you. You call us, but we do not fol-

low. You command, but we do not obey. You bless us, but we do not thank you. 

Lord, you accept us, but we do not accept others. You forgive us, but we do not 

forgive those who wrong us. You love us, but we do not love our neighbors. Lord, 

you showed us how to carry out your mission, but we still insist on our own. You 

identified yourself with outcasts, the needy, and the poor, but we do not bother 

to find out what is happening to them or share in their suffering. You suffered 

and died for the sake of all, but we do not give up our comfortable lives. Please 

forgive and help us, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

A time of silent confession 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

Isaiah 1:18  

 

Come now, let us argue it out, says the LORD: though your sins are like scarlet, they 

shall be like snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool. 

II. Discovering God’s Grace in Confession  
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*Song of Faith and Praise 
 

 

Thy Mercy My God 

McCracken 

 

Thy mercy, my God, is the theme of my song, 

The joy of my heart and the boast of my tongue. 

Thy free grace alone from the first to the last, 

Hath won my affections and bound my soul fast. 

 

Without thy sweet mercy I could not live here; 

Sin would reduce me to utter despair; 

But through thy free goodness my spirits revive, 

And he that first made me still keeps me alive. 

 

Thy mercy is more than a match for my heart, 

Which wonders to feel its own hardness depart; 

Dissolved by thy goodness I fall to the ground, 

And weep for the praise of the mercy I’ve found. 

 

Great father of mercies thy goodness I own, 

And the covenant love of thy crucified son; 

All praise to the spirit whose whisper divine, 

Seals mercy and pardon and righteousness mine! 

All praise to the spirit whose whisper divine, 

Seals mercy and pardon and righteousness mine! 

 

 

 

SCRIPTURE READING                                                                                      

Advent Reading and Lighting of the Advent Candle                                         Isaiah 9:1-7        

 

 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord 

People: Thanks be to God! 
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Advent Series:  

The Perfect Chrismas Christmas, When Expectations Meet Reality  

 

 

Sermon                                           Perfect Peace                                           Kevin Nelson 

    

 

PASSAGE 

 

 

9  But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought 

into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time 

he has made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the na-

tions. 

 
2 The people who walked in darkness 

    have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

    on them has light shone. 
3 You have multiplied the nation; 

    you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 

    as with joy at the harvest, 

    as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
4 For the yoke of his burden, 

    and the staff for his shoulder, 

    the rod of his oppressor, 

    you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5 For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult 

    and every garment rolled in blood 

    will be burned as fuel for the fire. 

 

 

III. Receiving God’s Grace in Word and Sacrament  
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6 For to us a child is born, 

    to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

    and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

     Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the increase of his government and of peace 

    there will be no end, 

on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 

    to establish it and to uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness  

    from this time forth and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TAKEAWAY:  What would “perfect peace” look like in your life? How do you get it? The 

Christmas season promises a time of peace but often leads to greater stress and con-

flict. Jesus did come to bring peace, but we can only experience this peace as we submit 

to his rule over us. What aspect of your life are you struggling to hand over to God? 

How does his peace lead you to extend peace to others?  
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Invitation  to the Lords Supper 

                 Giving His Tithes and Offerings 

PRAYING FOR HIS KINGDOM AND OUR NEEDS                                      Caleb Kenyon  

*PROCLAIMING OUR FAITH  

Nicene Creed, 325 AD  
 

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things 

visible and invisible, and in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from 

the Father before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, be-

gotten not made, of the same essence as the Father.  Through him all things were 

made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; he became incarnate by 

the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was made human.  He was crucified for us un-

der Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried.  The third day he rose again according to 

the Scriptures.  He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He 

will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead.  His kingdom will never 

end.  And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life.  He proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified.  He 

spoke through the prophets.  We believe in the one holy catholic† and apostolic 

church.  We affirm one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look forward to the res-

urrection of the dead, and to the life in the world to come.  Amen. 

†That is, the true Christian church of all times and all places.  

Celebrating the Lords Supper 

*DOXOLOGY 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise him, all creatures here below 

Praise him above, ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen 

give online here 
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IV. Renewing Our Commitment to Christ Our King   

 

*SONG OF RESPONSE                                  

Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus 

#196 

Come, thou long expected Jesus, 

born to set thy people free; 

from our fears and sins release us, 

let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel's strength and consolation, 

hope of all the earth thou art; 

dear desire of every nation, 

joy of every longing heart. 

Joy to those who long to see Thee 

Day-spring from on high, appear. 

Come, Thou promised Rod of Jesse, 

Of Thy birth, we long to hear! 

O’er the hills the angels singing 

News, glad tidings of a birth; 

“Go to Him your praises bringing 

Christ the Lord has come to earth!”  

 

Born thy people to deliver, 

born a child and yet a King, 

born to reign in us forever, 

now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By thine own eternal spirit 

rule in all our hearts alone; 

by thine all sufficient merit, 

raise us to thy glorious throne.  
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*BENEDICTION                                                                                                    2 John 3  

 

Grace, mercy, and peace will be with us, from God the Father and from Jesus Christ the 

Father’s Son, in truth and love.  

ǂ  For communion we serve  individually packaged unfermented wine (grape juice) and bread so we can all partake of the same meal 

together. The bread that is pre-packaged is not gluten free but the bread on the separate plate is gluten free. 

*Please stand, but feel free to sit when needed.  

All Songs: CCLI #275827 
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Getting Connected 

HIGHLIGHTS 

 

TONIGHT: Sunday Night Discipleship (last one of 2021) - An evening of growth for the whole 

family of God. 

5:30pm $5 Catered Meal ($20 family max) 

6pm – 7:30pm Discipleship 

            Adults: Theology for Life 

            Youth Group 

            Club 4FIVE 

            Childcare (please RSVP to teresa@faithgainesville.org) 

 

Women’s Christmas Party – Saturday, December 11, 6pm at the home of Barbara Lawrence, 

5003 NW 16
th

 Place.  Dinner will be served.  For complete details and to RSVP, please see the 

evite that was sent out.  This is always lots of fun and a great time to relax and enjoy one anoth-

er so we hope you will plan to attend!  

 

 

CLUB 4FIVE Wacky Tacky Christmas Fun: Sunday, December 12th, 6pm  

Dinner with a Twist @ the Carter Pool House, 3829 NW 36TH ST 

Club 4FIVE kids are invited to a special meal, fun games, and a Secret Friend gift exchange. We 

are also collecting items for families staying at the Ronald McDonald House. Suggested items 

are for any age from newborn to 21yrs old: clothing, slippers, toys, books, arts/crafts, journals, 

fun socks, etc. RSVP REQUESTED to Amanda Short: (863) 287-7995. 

 

F.Y.M. Christmas Party! -- Sunday, Dec. 12th @ the Carlin's 

Next Sunday from 5:30-7:30, we're having a Christmas Party for FYM! We're excited to have the 

students over. For more information, see your email or reach out to Pastor Cord 

(cord@faithgainesville.org). 

 

GradPro will be having a Christmas party on December 15th. There will be games, food, and 

rich conversations. We hope you can join us.  For more information, join our WhatsApp group 

with the link on pg. 15. Questions or comments? Please contact Jeremiah Kumpf:  

jeremiah@faithgainesville.org  

 

Church-Wide Retreat: Save the Date - February 4-5, 2022  

https://faithpresbyterianchurch.breezechms.com/people/view/3573746
javascript:void(0);
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ONGOING OPPORTUNITIES 

 

Sunday School: Classes available for ages 4 through adults Sunday mornings at 9am 

Community Groups: Groups meet twice a month for study, fellowship, and prayer. 

Sunday Night Discipleship: TONIGHT: catered meal @5:30pm, class 6-7:30pm 

GradPro: A graduate student and young professionals community, meets every month on the 

1st, 3rd, and 5th Wednesday at 7 pm. For more information, join our WhatsApp 

group with this link. Questions or comments? Please contact Jeremiah Kumpf : 

(jeremiah@faithgainesville.org). 

 

 

 

 

Empty Nesters: Wednesdays in the Teaching Center, 11:00am-12:30 pm.  Video series The Ne-

cessity of Reforming the Church . Contact Bill Lawrence at (352) 317-7970 

or wmlawrence@cox.net for details. 

Women's Bible Study:  The next Bible study meets on Tuesday, December 14, 10:00-11:30, in 

Room 2 of the Teaching Center.  Childcare is provided.  We are studying Ephesians, using the 

book Hinged: Vitally Connected to Christ and His Church.  

Youth Group: Next Meeting TONIGHT 

Gainesville Community Ministries: drop off nonperishable goods in the basket in the foyer 

 

 

 

College Students!  

 Join our prayer group at Santa Fe  -- We meet at 8:45am on Mondays outside the library. 

Coffee and bagels are provided. 

 Join the monthly Sunday Lunch -- Once per month, the Carlins will host lunches after the 

service. Students from UF and Santa Fe are welcome! 

 Join Cord for lunch or coffee -- It's on me, and I'd love to connect with you.   

For more information, contact Pastor Cord at cord@faithgainesville.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

Having Trouble Hearing Our Service? 

Stop by the sound booth in the back prior to worship to borrow a hearing device. 

mailto:wmlawrence@cox.net?subject=Empty%20Nesters
javascript:void(0);
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OFFICE  INFORMATION 

Kevin Nelson (Senior Pastor): kevin@faithgainesville.org 

Cord Carlin (Assistant Pastor): cord@faithgainesville.org 

Jeremiah Kumpf (Pastoral Intern): jeremiah@faithgainesville.org 

Teresa Isastia (Children’s Ministry Director): teresa@faithgainesville.org 

Joe Shields (Music Director): joe@faithgainesville.org 

Betty Brady (Women’s Ministry Council): jimbettybrady@bellsouth.net 

5916 NW 39th Avenue, Gainesville, FL 32606 

www.faithgainesville.org 

352-377-5482 ~ facebook.com/faithgainesville 

Email: faith@faithgainesville.org 

Office Hours: Mon — Thurs 9 AM - 4 PM 

 

Tyler Walker 

Jeremiah Carlson 

Nate Dodge  

 Caleb Kenyon     Kevin Nelson 

    Jim Brady       Jeremy Scheer  

   Max Isastia        

DEACONS ELDERS 

Last Week’s Tithes/Offerings: $7,097.03 

This Years Average Tithes/Offerings: $7584.71  


