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Welcome to Faith Presbyterian Church 

Our mission is to participate in the ongoing ministry of Christ to the community of 

Gainesville. 

 

New? We are glad that you are worshipping with us this Sunday. Visit our website faith-

gainesville.org to learn more about us. Feel free to contact us at 

faith@faithgainesville.org to meet with the pastor or learn about other opportunities to 

get involved. 

The Logic of Our Worship 

We believe Christ is uniquely present with us when we gather for worship. Our service is 

not a performance, but an interaction with the living God. As He reveals himself and we 

respond, we do more than just hear the gospel; we participate in it! 

 

This worship pattern is found throughout the Bible (Deut. 5, 2 Chron. 5-7, Is. 6, Eph. 1-6 

and Rev. 4-5). The following is a brief outline of the pattern. 

 

Entering the Gospel Story 

 Gathering Song 

I. Encountering A Glorious and Holy God 

 God’s character rediscovered in prayer and song–Revelation 4:1-2, 6-8 

II. Discovering God’s Grace in Confession 

 Human character confessed–Revelation 5:1-5 

III. Receiving God’s Grace in Word and Sacrament 

 God’s grace assured–Revelation 5:6-9 

IV. Renewing Our Commitment to Christ Our King 

 Exalting Christ and Receiving his blessing–Revelation 5:10-13 

COVID-19 Guidelines 

 Masks must be worn while in the building; they are optional outside. Children under 2 do not require a 

mask. 

 Parents: There is a room set up in the Teaching Center for families who need to bring children out of 

the service. It has tables and individual bags of activities for children, while the service is streamed to 

the room. 
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*GATHERING SONG 

 

 

 

 

Come Christians Join to Sing 

TH#302    
 

Come, Christians, 

Join to sing Alleluia! Amen! 

Loud praise to Christ our King; 

Alleluia! Amen! 

Let all, with heart and voice, 

Before his throne rejoice. 

Praise is his gracious choice. 

Alleluia! Amen! 

 

Come, lift your hearts on high, 

Alleluia! Amen! 

Let praises fill the sky; 

Alleluia! Amen. 

He is our Guide and Friend; 

To us he’ll condescend. 

His love shall never end. 

Alleluia! Amen! 

 

Praise yet our Christ again, 

Alleluia! Amen! 

Life shall not end the strain; 

Alleluia! Amen! 

On heaven’s blissful shore, 

 His goodness we’ll adore, 

Singing forevermore, 

Alleluia! Amen! 

Entering the Gospel Story 

                                                                                                                                      April 18th, 2021 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

I. Encountering a Glorious and Holy God 

*GOD’S CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                         Psalms 47:1-7  

 

Leader: Clap your hands, all you peoples! Shout to God with loud songs of joy! 

People: For the Lord Most High, is to be feared, a great king over all the earth. 

Leader: He subdued the peoples under us, and the nations under our feet. 

People: He chose our heritage for us, the pride of Jacob whom He loves. 

Leader: God has gone up with a shout, the Lord with the sound of a trumpet. 

People: Sing praises to God, sing praises! Sing praises to our King, sing praises! 

Leader: For God is the King of all the earth; sing praises with a psalm!  

 

 

*CALLING ON GOD AND PRAISING HIM  
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How Firm a Foundation 

TH #94 
 

How firm a foundation, you saints of the Lord, 

is laid for your faith in his excellent Word! 

What more can he say than to you he has said, 

to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 

 

"Fear not, I am with you, O be not dismayed; 

for I am your God, and will still give you aid; 

I'll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand, 

upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand. 

 

"When through the deep waters I call you to go, 

the rivers of sorrow shall not overflow; 

for I will be with you, your troubles to bless, 

and sanctify to you your deepest distress. 

 

"When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie, 

my grace, all-sufficient, shall be your supply; 

the flame shall not hurt you; I only design 

your dross to consume and your gold to refine. 

*Song of Faith and Praise 
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CONFESSION OF SIN  

Psalm 139:1-6  

 

1 O LORD, you have searched me and known me! 2 You know when I sit down and 

when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from afar. 

3 You search out my path and my lying down and are acquainted with all my ways. 

4 Even before a word is on my tongue, behold, O LORD, you know it altogether. 

5 You hem me in, behind and before, 

and lay your hand upon me. 

6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high; I cannot attain it.  

 

CONGREGATION: We thank you, our God, that you know us. We thank you that 

we cannot hide away from you because of shame; for if we hide from you we hide 

from our one true healing, grace, and mercy. Thank you that you do not give up 

on your people.  

 

A time of silent confession 

 

 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

1 John 1:7-9 

 

“The blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.  If we say that we have no sin, we 

deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins, he who is faithful 

and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  

II. Discovering God’s Grace in Confession  
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Thy Mercy My God  

Stocker, McCracken  
 

Thy mercy my God is the theme of my song 

The joy of my heart and the boast of my tongue 

Thy free grace alone from the first to the last 

Hath won my affections and bound my soul fast 

 

Without Thy sweet mercy I could not live here 

Sin would reduce me to utter despair 

But through Thy free goodness my spirits revive 

And He that first made me still keeps me alive 

 

Thy mercy is more than a match for my heart 

Which wonders to feel its own hardness depart 

Dissolved by Thy goodness I fall to the ground 

And weep for the praise of the mercy I found 

 

Great Father of mercies Thy goodness I own 

And the covenant love of Thy crucified Son 

All praise to the Spirit whose whisper divine 

Seals mercy and pardon and righteousness mine 

All praise to the Spirit whose whisper divine 

Seals mercy and pardon and righteousness mine 

*Songs of Faith and Praise 
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We Will Feast in the House of Zion 

McCracken, Moore 
 

 We will feast in the house of Zion 

We will sing with our hearts restored 

He has done great things we will say together 

We will feast and weep no more 

 

We will not be burned by the fire 

He is the Lord our God 

We are not consumed by the flood 

Upheld protected gathered up  

 

In the dark of night before the dawn 

My soul be not afraid 

For the promised morning o how long 

O God of Jacob be my strength 

 

Every vow we’ve broken and betrayed 

You are the faithful one 

And from the garden to the grave 

Bind us together bring shalom 
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*SCRIPTURE READING                                                                           Genesis 28:10-22  
  

Sermon                                       Stairway from Heaven                                 Kevin Nelson 
  

PASSAGE 

10 Jacob left Beersheba and went toward Haran. 11 And he came to a certain place and 

stayed there that night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, 

he put it under his head and lay down in that place to sleep. 12 And he dreamed, and 

behold, there was a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven. And 

behold, the angels of God were ascending and descending on it! 13 And be-

hold, the Lord stood above it and said, “I am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father 

and the God of Isaac. The land on which you lie I will give to you and to your off-

spring. 14 Your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad 

to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south, and in you and your off-

spring shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 15 Behold, I am with you and will 

keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land. For I will not leave you 

until I have done what I have promised you.” 16 Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and 

said, “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I did not know it.” 17 And he was afraid and 

said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 

the gate of heaven.” 

18 So early in the morning Jacob took the stone that he had put under his head and set 

it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it. 19 He called the name of that 

place Bethel, but the name of the city was Luz at the first. 20 Then Jacob made a vow, 

saying, “If God will be with me and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me 

bread to eat and clothing to wear, 21 so that I come again to my father's house in 

peace, then the Lord shall be my God, 22 and this stone, which I have set up for a pil-

lar, shall be God's house. And of all that you give me I will give a full tenth to you.” 

III. Receiving God’s Grace in Word and Sacrament  
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TAKEAWAY: Is our Christianity too secular? We hold the right truths, we try to behave 

the right way, we perform the right religious activities, but we live as if Christianity were 

a human activity. In our passage, God comes to Jacob when Jacob is completely una-

ware of his presence. God appears not because Jacob is climbing a ladder to God, but 

because God has graciously descended to be present with Jacob. Grace brings God’s 

presence in spite of ourselves. Does our faith include such constant interaction between 

heaven and earth as found in Gen. 28 that we expect him to be present?  
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Invitation  to the Lords Supper 

Giving His Tithes and Offerings 

PRAYING FOR HIS KINGDOM AND OUR NEEDS                                             Jim Brady 

*DOXOLOGY 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise him, all creatures here below 

Praise him above, ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen 

 

 

 

*PROCLAIMING OUR FAITH  

Heidelberg Catechism, Question 52 & 56 
 

Leader: Christians, what do you believe?  

People:  In all my distress and persecution, I turn my eyes to the heavens and con-

fidently await as Judge the very One who has already stood trial in my place be-

fore God and so has removed the whole curse from me. All His enemies and mine, 

He will condemn to everlasting punishment-- but me and all His chosen ones, He 

will take along with him into the joy and the glory of heaven. I believe that God, 

because of Christ's atonement, will never hold against me any of my sins nor my 

sinful nature which I need to struggle against all my life. Rather in his grace God 

grants me the righteousness of Christ to free me forever from judgment.  

 

Celebrating the Lords Supper 
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IV. Renewing Our Commitment to Christ Our King  

*SONG OF RESPONSE 

This I Believe 

Fielding, Crocker 
 

Our Father everlasting 

The all creating One 

God Almighty 

Through your Holy Spirit 

Conceiving Christ the Son 

Jesus our Saviour 
 

I believe in God our Father 

I believe in Christ the Son 

I believe in the Holy Spirit 

Our God is three in One 

I believe in the resurrection 

That we will rise again 

For I believe in the Name of Jesus 
 

Our judge and our defender 

Suffered and crucified 

Forgiveness is in you 

Descended into darkness 

You rose in glorious life 

Forever seated high 
 

I believe in you 

I believe you rose again 

I believe that Jesus Christ is Lord 

*BENEDICTION                                                                                           I Peter 5:10-11 
 

“May the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, himself re-

store, establish, and strengthen you. To him be the dominion for ever and ever. Amen.”   

ǂ  For communion we serve  individually packaged unfermented wine (grape juice) and bread so we can all partake of 

the same meal together. The bread that is pre-packaged is not gluten free but the bread on the separate plate is gluten 

free. 

*Please stand, but feel free to sit when needed.  

All Songs: CCLI #275827 
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Getting Connected 

HIGHLIGHTS 

 

Adult Sunday School Class: Introduction to Lay Counseling and Discipleship 

Join us at 9am as we continue the series Joining the Mission of Christ on caring for others in wis-

dom and love. 

 

Congregational Meeting Today following the Worship Service 

We are excited to update and discuss the plans for the Family Life Center and the Assistant Pas-

tor search, among other topics. Your participation in this meeting is really important; please plan 

to attend. Childcare Provided. 

 

VBS 2021 

We are super excited to host VBS this summer the week of June 21-25! Students in K5 thru com-

pleted 5th grade are invited to join us on this adventure! You can go online and register now on 

our website. Those of you whose work/work from home schedules permit are encouraged to 

sign-up as volunteers. There are many fun ways to help out! Designing set displays, assisting 

with games and crafts, and leading crews of students to each event. Older siblings are always 

welcome helpers as well! 

Please call or text Teresa at 352-359-4126 with any questions. And don't forget to invite a friend! 

 

Club 45 Families, Save the date! 

May 1st, 1 pm and Dinner at 6:30 pm @ the Short Home. The whole family is invited! 

Please wear white, bring goggles or protective eye gear, a change of clothes, a bathing suit, and 

a towel.  Sign up online for food items to bring. RSVP Teresa Isastia 352.359.4126 or tere-

sa@faithgainesville.org  

ONGOING OPPORTUNITIES 

GradPro: April 28th at 7:00 pm | Scan the QR code to join this group! 

Women's Bible Study: April 27th at 10:00 am—11:30 am 

Empty Nesters: Wednesday Mornings at 11:00 am 

Youth Group: April 25th at 5:30 pm– 7:30 pm 

Sunday School: Sunday Mornings at 9:00 am  

Church Lunch: April 25th following the service 

Last Week’s Tithes/Offerings: $3,377  

This Years Average Tithes/Offerings: $6,533 
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OFFICE  INFORMATION 

Kevin Nelson (Senior Pastor): kevin@faithgainesville.org 

Teresa Isastia (Children/Youth Ministry Director): teresa@faithgainesville.org 

Genet Jernigan (Office Administrator): faith@faithgainesville.org 

Joseph Kenyon (Music Director): joseph@faithgainesville.org 

Betty Brady (Women’s Ministry Council): jimbettybrady@bellsouth.net 

Tasha Scheer (Youth Ministry Director): tscheer1013@gmail.com 

Richard Wells (Youth Ministry Leader): rwells726@gmail.com 

5916 NW 39th Avenue, Gainesville, FL 32606 

www.faithgainesville.org 

352-377-5482 ~ facebook.com/faithgainesville 

Email: faith@faithgainesville.org 

Office Hours: Mon —Thurs 9 AM - 4 PM 

 

Tyler Walker 

Jeremiah Carlson 

Nate Dodge  

 Caleb Kenyon     Kevin Nelson 

    Jim Brady       Jeremy Scheer  

   Max Isastia        

DEACONS ELDERS 


