
Myanmar Trip Report
February 2017
With Rodney & 

 Pastors Redlin, Bullock
 of Front Range BC, Ft Collins, CO

January 31 - February 1

Rodney and I met in Chicago and caught a flight on United Airlines 
for Beijing.  There we met Pastors Jeff Redlin and Doug Bullock 
who flew in from Denver.  

We then boarded a plane for Yangon and arrived safely around 
11pm to a brand new airport - soooo much nicer than when I 
visited 11 years ago.  By the time we went threw customs and 
checked into the GSR Hotel, it was close to 1am.

February 2

We slept in and had a free 
morning.  The hotel is only about 
2 miles from the airport and 
about 8 miles from downtown.  It's small, older construction, 
and with a local flavor.  Prices are just about $25/ person 
including a breakfast.  We will stay two nights and depart for 
Kalaymyo Friday.  

Sen Hmung met us at the hotel and we went out for lunch and some sightseeing.
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January 31 - February 1

Rodney and I met in Chicago and 
caught a flight on United Airlines for 
Beijing.  There we met Pastors Jeff 
Redlin and Doug Bullock who flew 
in from Denver.  

We then boarded a plane for 
Yangon and arrived safely around 
11pm to a brand new airport - 

soooo much nicer than when I visited 11 years ago.  By the time we went through customs and 
checked into the GSR Hotel, it was close to 1am February 2nd.

Thursday February 2

We slept in and had a free 
morning.  The hotel is only about 
2 miles from the airport and about 
8 miles to downtown.  It's small, 
older construction, and has a local 
flavor.  Prices are just about $25/ 
person including a breakfast.  We 
will stay two nights and depart for 
Kalaymyo Friday.  

Sen Hmung met us at the hotel 
and we went to his church for 
lunch.  Then we went for an 
afternoon of sightseeing.  

We visited a famous theater on 
Inya Lake (right) with architecture 
depicting the ancient Burmese 
legend of two extinct birds 
guarding a vessel.  

Then we went to see the reclining 
Buddha (left and bottom right), a 
place so sacred that we had to 
remove socks and shoes before 
entering.  There we many smaller 
displays for visitors to pray and 
give offerings.  
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Last, we went to the famous Stone 
Buddha.  It is the largest Buddha 
statue carved from a single piece of 
stone.  It is protected under glass
(shown at left).

Except for special holidays, 
Buddhists do not gather for worship.  
Between those times, some come to 
pray at places like these which are 
scattered around the country.

Visiting these places and seeing scores coming with gifts of money, flowers, and food, and standing or 
kneeling in prayer to statues of stone, it reminded us that although the Apostle Paul went first to the 
Jew, the majority in the early church were once pagans who turned from their idols to the living God.  
These people today may also, but how will they hear without a preacher?

Friday February 3:

We traveled back to the airport, and took a domestic flight to Kalaymyo.  
Several men from the staff at the bible college met us and accompanied 
us to the hotel.  After resting for a couple hours, we went to Josiah Mang's 
home for a special dinner.  

I met Josiah 11 years ago when he was just beginning a private Christian 
school.  It was a faith ministry.  He had no resources and earned barely 
enough to feed his family.  We helped 

him for a time until he got his feet on the ground, and lost contact.  
God has blessed him through some ministries in the UK that heard of 
the school he started, and today his school is self sustaining through 
student fees and has an enrollment of over 400.  He wanted to have 
us for dinner because he appreciated our help and encouragement 
when he was just beginning.

After dinner, we went to the bible college for a special service with 
the students.  Pastor Redlin spoke, challenging them to Follow the 
Lord by Faith.
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Saturday February 4:
John opened the one day 
conference at Faith Theological 
College with testimonies of church 
planters in East Africa, Rodney 
spoke on Contentment, Pastor 
Bullock spoke on How to Minister 
to Teens, and Pastor Redlin 
spoke on the Danger of Serving 
People.

During the lunch break, we toured the campus.  TCP funded three of 
the four major buildings (Front Range BC funded two through TCP).  
The newest for additional classrooms and an auditorium, is still 
under construction.

Sunday February 5:

Sunday morning the team 
split and preached in three churches.  John and Rodney 
traveled about ten miles outside Kalemyo to visit Hai Kawl 
Revival Baptist Church (a TCP building).  

Rodney preached to 75 on "How 
to Overcome Worry" from 
Matthew 6:25-34 through Pastor 
Za Biak Lian (Samuel), who is 
pictured here with the deacons of 
the church.
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Sunday February 5: continued

Pastor Redlin preached at Taung Phila Revival Baptist Church (aTCP building) with Pastor Abraham 
(Sen Hmung) interpreting.  His message was "He is Thy Reward" from Gen 15:1.  About 45 were in 
attendance.

Pastor Bullock preached at Tahan Revival Baptist Church to 
about 65 on "Going on to Victory" from Ex 17.  His interpreter 
was Pastor Joel from Faith Theological Seminary.  

This church is one of the oldest independent Baptist churches in 
the area.  Their new three story building (funded by others) is still 
under construction.

Sunday evening, we all 
gathered for church at Faith 
Theological Seminary where 
Rodney preached "Why we 
Should Not Quit" from 2 Cor 4.  

Pastor Redlin concluded the 
evening with a message titled, 
"Be a Follower of Jesus" from 1 
Cor 11:1 and Col 1:17-18.

At the invitation everyone kneeled asking God to help them make Him first in their life.
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Monday February 6:

We went to Faith Theological College for photos and fellowship.  
Rodney and John spoke individually with the 12 graduating students, to 
learn their call to ministry and future plans. Meanwhile, Pastors Bullock 
and Redlin played caneball, a game similar to volleyball but without the 
use of the hands.  

After another great lunch prepared by 
Pastor Samuel's wife, Anibel (Samuel, 
Anna, Anibel, l-r), we went to the hotel, 
checked out and went to the airport.  We 
were surprised to learn that the Vice-
President of Myanmar (right), his wife, 
and his entourage was to fly with us.

Tuesday February 7:

After a buffet breakfast at the hotel, we went to Biblical School of 
Theology founded by Sui Lian Mang (Timothy).  The school has several 
nice buildings on about three acres and houses about 130 students.

Each one of us spoke to an assembly of the students and faculty with 
Rodney concluding the day with a challenge from Numbers 27:15-23, 
"Why Did God Use Joshua".
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Wednesday February 8:

We returned to Biblical School of Theology and each taught a class.  John spoke to the 2nd year 
students from Haggai 1:1-10 on "What Pleases God".  Pastor Redlin spoke to the 3rd year students on 
the biblical requirements for speaking in tongues.  Rodney spoke to the 4th year class

After another wonderful lunch (this time 
prepared by Sarah in Pastor Abraham's 
home), we went to Grace Baptist Church 
for their building dedication.  Pastor Redlin 
preached a message from 2 Chron 7:1-2 
and 1 Cor 6:19-20, "Where is the Temple 
of the Holy Ghost Today?"

After the dedication John and Pastor Jeff 
were presented with gifts of appreciation.  
Pastor Jeff now has a man purse to carry 
all his money.

As per their custom, we were invited to 
enjoy another wonderful meal before 
heading back to the hotel.

Thursday February 9:

Pastor Abraham picked us up at the hotel and we went for a 
meeting with Dr Hung Kim, a national who John met when he 
was on deputation with Baptist World Mission.  Dr Kim teaches 
in one the Bible College lead by Dr Thang.  

It was an exploratory meeting to see whether our ministries 
might work together in the future. Before separating, we 
committed to sponsor a summer camp (evangelistic outreach) 
that was just getting started, 
and to consider a building 
project in the near future.

Then we did a little shopping and returned to the hotel.  At 8pm we 
said our goodbyes; Pastors Jeff and Doug left for the airport and 
John and Rodney stayed for a few extra days. Our time together 
was short, but we made lasting memories.
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Friday February 10:

We visited the National Museum where each ethnic 
group's culture was displayed.  Also, artifacts from 
past Kings were on display.  Here is the actual 
throne where decrees were proclaimed.  Each of 
these articles from his residence are solid gold. 

Saturday February 11:

We left early from the hotel to visit the 
Shwedagon Pagoda, the largest pagoda 
in the world standing 326 ft high.  It dates 
back nearly 2600 years when it's original 
height was 66 ft.  Beginning in the 14th 
century, each successive monarch rebuilt 
or reguilded it until it took today's form.  
The top of the pagoda is called the 
umbrella.  It has almost 80,000 diamonds 
and precious stones, and over 1/2 ton of 
gold.  

Although the structure is wonderful to behold, the tragedy is that thousands 
come each day to pray for the images of gold and stone.  This is truly a country 

in need of Christ.

Like the Greeks of Paul's time, people prayed to the unknown 
god.
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Sunday February 12:

For morning worship, we visited Peniel 
Baptist Church where Sen Hmung pastors.  
About 50 attended and Rodney preached 
from Rev 21 on "These Words are True".  
TCP assisted in the construction of this 
building several years ago.

Sunday evening we went to Sen Hmung's 
home for a home prayer meeting and Bible 
study

Monday February 13:

Our final day in Myanmar began with a meeting at the hotel with Sui 
Lian Mang (Timothy) to discuss expansion of TCP's activities through 
his college and to identify goals for 2017.

It is through his school that most of our Myanmar church building 
projects have been constructed.

After our meeting, we packed for 
our return flights.  This is the hotel 
that was "home" for the last eight 
days.e
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