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Equipping Hour 

The Church 
The Seven Churches in Revelation 

 

Sardis 

Key Verse: Matthew 21:19 

“Seeing a lone fig tree by the road, He came to it and found nothing on it except leaves only; and He 

said to it, ‘No longer shall there ever be any fruit from you.’ And at once the fig tree withered.” 

Overview 

Sardis was located 35 miles southeast of Thyatira and 50 miles east of 

Sardis. It was one city in two locations. One location of the city was 

1,500 feet in elevation on Mount Tmolus. However, due to the growth 

of the city and the limited room to expand on the hill, a second 

location sprang up at the foot of Mount Tmolus in the Hermus River 

valley.  

The city was founded in 1200 BC and was the capital of the Lydian 

kingdom from 1200 to 546 BC. It became one of the greatest cities in 

the ancient world. Sardis was a wealthy city that minted the first gold 

and silver coins. It was also the center of wool production and claimed 

to have discovered how to dye wool.  

It’s location upon a hill made it almost impenetrable. It had smooth, nearly perpendicular rock walls on 

three sides of the city. The only way the city could be approached was from the south by a steep and 

difficult path. This caused the people of Sardis to become overconfident and they did not fear the threat 

of danger. The saying, “to capture the acropolis of Sardis” was equated to the saying, “to do the 

impossible.” This overconfidence eventually led to the city’s downfall in 546 BC by the Persian armies 

of Cyrus. It then came under Roman control in 133 BC. In 17 AD, it was destroyed by a tremendous 

earthquake but was later rebuilt by the generous financial aid of Emperor Tiberius. The people of Sardis 

built a temple in his honor.  

Religiously, there were two main influences in the city. The primary object of worship in the city was 

the goddess Cybele, who was also the same goddess worshiped at Ephesus known as Artemis (Diana). 

The city housed a large temple devoted to the worship of Cybele. As in most of the other cities in Asia 

Minor, the worship of Caesar (or Emperor worship) also flourished. In John’s day, when this letter was 

written to the church, both the city and the church were in a decline and had lost the vibrant life they 

once had.  
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The Letter                                                             

Revelation 3:1 

1. Who is the angel? _______________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What does “the seven Spirits of God” mean? _______________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What are “the seven stars”? _____________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Why does Christ introduce Himself this way? ______________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Condemnation 

Revelation 3:1                                           

1. Knowing the church’s deeds, what did Christ conclude about the church? ________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. In the second half of verse 2, what did Christ say about their deeds? _____________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Confrontation 

 Revelation 3:2–3  

1. What are the five steps the believers must take to give the church life? 

a. __________________________________________________________ 

b. __________________________________________________________ 

c. __________________________________________________________ 

d. __________________________________________________________ 

e. __________________________________________________________ 

 



3 
 

 

The Consequences 

Revelation 3:3b 

1. What will Christ do if they don’t “wake up”? _______________________________________________ 

 

The Commendation 

 Revelation 3:4 

1. Who does Christ commend in the church? _________________________________________________ 

2. What did they not do? _________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What will be their reward? ______________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Christ’s Challenge 

Revelation 3:5–6  

1. Who is this challenge given to? __________________________________________________________ 

2. What does Christ promise to give those who overcome? 

a. _______________________________________________________________ 

b. _______________________________________________________________ 

c. _______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

“If churches could be admitted to a hospital, the body at Sardis would unquestionably be taken to the Intensive 

Care Unit. We stand warned by her sad example that alive, vibrant churches can become diseased and decline in 

spiritual health to the dangerous point of dying.” 

—Richard Mayhue 
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Application 

1. These are elements of a living church: 

a. Love for and submission to God’s Word. (1 Peter 2:1-2) 

b. Desire to please God. (2 Cor. 5:9) 

c. Growing in the knowledge of Christ. (2 Peter 3:18)  

d. The pursuit of holiness. (1 Peter 1:14-16) 

e. Desire to serve one another. (Rom. 12:10-13) 

f. Preaching of the Word of God. (2 Timothy 4:2) 

g. Discipleship of believers. (Matthew 28:19-20) 

h. Emphasis on strong spiritual leadership. (1 Timothy 3:1-13) 

i. Regularity in prayer. (1 Thessalonians 5:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-2) 

j.  Desire to evangelize the lost. (Luke 24:47) 

k. An unwillingness to compromise. (1 Timothy 6:20-21; Titus 1:9) 

2. Are you living a Spirit-filled and Spirit-led life in Christ’s church? 

3. Dead churches just “go through the motions.” How can you guard your heart from just “going through 

the motions” in the church? 

 

 

 

 


