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Equipping Hour 

The Church 
The Seven Churches in Revelation 

 

Laodicea 

Key Verse: Revelation 3:16 

“So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My mouth.” 

Overview 

The final church on the postal route in the letters to the churches 

in Asia Minor is the church at Laodicea. Located 40 miles 

southeast of Philadelphia, this church is the opposite of the 

faithful church to the north. After the great commendation given 

to the church at Philadelphia, Christ had nothing good to say to 

the church at Laodicea.  

The city of Laodicea (meaning “people rule”) was located in the 

Lycus valley near Colossae, about ten miles to the east, and 

Hierapolis, about six miles to the north (see Colossians 4:13). It 

was founded in the third century BC by Antiochus II. He named 

the city after his wife.    

Located on a high plateau, the city was nearly impenetrable from a geographical and architectural 

perspective. The rivers that ran nearby the city did not produce enough water and often dried up during 

the dry seasons. Therefore, the city was forced to pipe in its water from several miles away through 

aqueducts. This made the city vulnerable because the aqueducts could easily be blocked or diverted by 

enemy forces. A city without water, obviously, cannot survive.  

The city was very independent and became famous for its wealth. It was a banking city and became a 

business hub for those doing business on the trade routes. The main commercial industry in Laodicea 

was wool, specifically a soft, black wool which was used to produce a large quantity of clothing. There 

was also a medical school located just outside of the city that developed an eye salve for healing and 

comfort to those with eye ailments. In AD 60, after a massive earthquake destroyed the city, Rome came 

to offer financial help to rebuild the city but the Laodiceans rejected Rome’s offer. The people of 

Laodicea prided themselves on their wealth and financial independence. 

Laodicea had a large Jewish population which means it would have had a synagogue. It is possible that 

the church was the outflow of the evangelization at the synagogue, which was Paul’s main evangelistic 

strategy (Acts 17:1–2). Paul mentions Laodicea many times in his letter to the church at Colossae. 

Although he did not visit the church, most likely, while Paul was ministering in Ephesus, he sent 

Epaphras to go and evangelize the Lycus valley (Col. 1:7) where he started the churches in Colossae, 

Hierapolis, and Laodicea.  
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The Letter                                                             

Revelation 3:14 

1. Who is the angel? _____________________________________________________________________ 

2. What three ways does Christ describe Himself?  

a. ______________________________________________________ 

b. ______________________________________________________ 

c. ______________________________________________________ 

 

The Condemnation 

Revelation 3:15-17                                           

1. What does Christ wish for this church to be? _______________________________________________ 

2. How does Christ describe this church in verse 16? ___________________________________________ 

3. What will Christ do to this church? _______________________________________________________ 

4. What two ways did the Laodiceans describe themselves?  

a. ______________________________________________________________ 

b. ______________________________________________________________ 

5. What five ways did Christ describe this church?  

a. _______________________________________ 

b. _______________________________________ 

c. _______________________________________ 

d. _______________________________________ 

e. _______________________________________ 
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The Counsel 

 Revelation 3:18 

1. What three things is the church advised to “buy” from Christ? Not that they could earn salvation see Isaiah 55:1 

a. __________________________________________ 

b. _______________________________________ 

c. _______________________________________ 

 

The Command 

Revelation 3:19–20 

1. What does Christ command the church to do? ______________________________________________ 

2. Where is Christ in relation to this church? __________________________________________________ 

3. What does He command someone to do in the church? _______________________________________ 

 

The Challenge 

 Revelation 3:21-22 

4. Who is this challenge given to? __________________________________________________________ 

5. What does Christ promise to give those who overcome? ______________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

“So it is with many churches in our day who are convinced that their social activities and programs are an 

indicator of their spiritual health. Having lost all capability of introspection by the measure of God’s Word, they 

are unable to assess their condition by anything other than pragmatic measures and ministry statistics. As they 

grow in influence and numbers, their willingness to admit of the need for correction continually wanes until 

they reach a condition much like that of the Laodicean church.” 

—Dr. Tony Garland 
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“Someone in Laodicea might resort to elaborating on the church’s wealth and self-sufficiency to counter the 

lukewarm charge. But it is unimportant what the community says of a church or what a church says about itself 

. . . Jesus will give them the truth, whole truth and nothing but the truth.” 

—Dr. Richard Mayhue 

 

 

Application 

1. We must not look to the culture to assess our church. We must ask, “What does Christ think?” 

2. Are you desiring Christ and to be used by Him or are you lukewarm? 

 


