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a  w o r d  f r o m 
PASTOR OREN 

          That Terrible Dungeon of Doubt 

I recently began listening to the audio 
book version of one of the greatest Chris-
tian books ever written, titled The Pil-
grim’s Progress, by the English baptist 
minister John Bunyan (d. 1688). This 
beautiful work of allegory was first pub-
lished in 1687, but was written during 
Bunyan’s 12-year imprisonment from 
1660 to 1672. Bunyan began his work 
while in the Bedfordshire county jail for 
violations of the “Conventicle Act.” This 
act prohibited the holding of religious 
services outside the authority of the es-
tablished Church of England. Pilgrim’s 
Progress is one of the most read books in 
the history of publishing. It has been 
translated into 200 languages and over 
the past 250 years, it has never been out 
of print. The fact that Bunyan’s story has 
been so widely read should indicate to us 
something of its attraction and im-
portance. The story of a man named 
Christian journeying TO faith and onward 
IN faith on the wonderful and dangerous 
path of life in Christ is one of great fasci-
nation, as Bunyan writes with such detail 
and clarity on the many trials that the 
believer will face as he journeys toward 
the “celestial kingdom”.  

Bunyan is a pastor, and so he writes with 
a shepherd’s heart to those who have 
“ears to hear.” There is a particular part in 
the story that really captivated my atten-
tion, when the man Christian and his trav-
eling companion Hopeful encounter a 
brutal Giant named Despair, who rules 
over Doubting Castle. While on the jour-
ney and weary from their travels, Chris-
tian and Hopeful leave a rough section of 
the King’s Highway to walk upon what 
looks like an easier route named “By-Path 
Meadow.” When a storm forces them to 
spend the night there, they are captured 
by the Giant. The giant named Despair is 
an unscrupulous being who often has fits 
of rage, so he imprisons them in his terri-
ble dungeon of Doubt, where they are 
beaten mercilessly and starved, in hopes 
they will commit suicide. But these two 

beleaguered souls do not give in to the 
despair of doubt; instead, they pray. And 
in the midst of their troubled and desper-
ate prayers, Christian remembers that he 
has a key called Promise.  

Here is the scene: 

Now a little before it was day, good Chris-
tian, as one half amazed, broke out in pas-
sionate speech: What a fool, said he, am I, 
thus to lie in a stinking Dungeon, when I 
may as well walk at liberty. I have a Key in 
my bosom called Promise, that will, I am 
persuaded, open any Lock in Doubting 
Castle. Then said Hopeful, That's good 
news; good Brother pluck it out of your 
bosom and try.  

Then Christian pulled it out of his bosom, 
and began to try at the Dungeon door, 
whose bolt (as he turned the Key) gave 
back, and the door flew open with ease, 
and Christian and Hopeful both came out. 
Then he went to the outward door that 
leads into the Castle-yard, and with his 
Key opened that door also. After he went 
to the Iron Gate, for that must be opened 
too, but that Lock went hard, yet the Key 
did open it. Then they thrust open the 
Gate to make their escape with speed; but 
that Gate as it opened made such a creak-
ing, that it awakened Giant Despair, who 
hastily rising to pursue his Prisoners, felt 
his limbs to fail, for his Fits took him again, 
so that he could by no means go after 
them. Then they went on, and came to the 
King's High-way again, and so were safe, 
because they were out of his jurisdiction. 

This scene in Bunyan’s story reminded me 
so much of what many believers face to-
day on the path of the Christian life. The 
giant of despair captures us and casts us 
into a dungeon of doubt. Our lives have 
not progressed in the way we desired and 
fear has had its way with us more times 
than we can count. Our children or par-
ents have made life hard, perhaps our 
church has not lived up to our expecta-
tions, and our daily life “feels” like more 
dungeon than meadow. We have faced 
health issues and financial challenges, and 

goals have gone unfulfilled. And the worst 
part of our despair is what seems to be 
the lack of growth in our faith in Christ. 
The process and path of sanctification is a 
slow one, and it seems that so many oth-
ers are growing while we have become 
stagnant. These troubles we face 
“capture” us, like that pitiless giant, caus-
ing us to despair and then finding our-
selves in a stinking dungeon of doubt. As 
much as we would like to deny this is true, 
I would say it’s a bigger problem than we 
know. So what’s the answer?  

Bunyan tells us just how Christian and 
Hopeful escape that dungeon: with the 
Key of Promise. Brothers and sisters, if 
you are doubtful today, open the Word of 
God and take hold of the key of promise! 
If you are in despair and your heart is 
heavy with burdens or concerns, turn to 
the infallible Word of God and take hold 
of the key of promise. If you’ve taken an 
easier path but found it to be deadly to 
your soul, turn again to the right path of 
Christian faith and walk upon steady 
ground. Read and hear just how God has 
promised you hope, joy, and life ever-
lasting if you would only believe Him. Yes, 
you will face troubles, but you will not 
face them alone or without the resources 
to guide you along the way. Your unbelief 
has put you in a dungeon, so escape it 
with believing God’s promises to love you 
and keep you until the day of Christ. Be-
lieve Philippians 1:6 and 1 Thessalonians 
4:23-24 (read them now!) Set your heart 
on the promises of Romans 8:31-39 and 
John 14:1-3 and Proverbs 3:5-6 (read 
these too!). The promises of God are the 
key to unlocking the gates of doubt that 
we find ourselves trapped behind. If you 
fight despair with certainty of God’s truth, 
then you will not fear that terrible dun-
geon doubt. The light of Christ will shine 
in that darkness and lead you out into a 
path of peace and security. Believe God’s 
promises and find your way back onto the 
Kings Highway.  

Oren 
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How quick did summer pass us by! The church was busy the 
past couple of months…let’s look back! 

We kicked off the summer with a kids and youth event 
Inside jars of peanut butter our toes went, 
A messy parent’s night out was lots of fun, 
Our kids with water balloons made the volunteers run. 
We finished our whole Bible series ending in Revelation, 
We had an ice cream party to end with celebration. 
We put on grass skirts at the Family Luau 
With limbo, we learned how Jesus makes us new, wow! 
We had the biggest Masterpiece Kids, with an average 

attendance of 148, 
We completed 1656 art projects, and shared why Jesus is 

great! 
Art Attack was a big mess, reminding us of the stain of sin, 
And having our kids sing on stage made us all grin. 
We took ten to summer camp, where we discovered Jesus is 

light, 
It was based in Mississippi, but everything turned out al-

right. 
We had a 5th Sunday and played Family Feud, 
It was a night full of fellowship and put us in a good mood. 
We’ll end this summer with a back to school bash, 
It’s coming up Aug 5, it will be here in a flash. 
It’s time to promote, say hello to new kindergarteners and 

goodbye to new youth, 
Mason will take care of you…just don’t follow him if he goes 

on the roof. 
That was our summer…it’s an amazing story, 
But it’s all worth it because it’s all for God’s glory! 

 
OK, so I’m not a poet… but I hope you can see what we do dur-
ing the summer to engage kids and families for Jesus. It’s a wild 
and crazy time, but we use these events to teach kids about the 
good news. 

Did your kids go to art camp? I hope they had a great time! As 
you go back and look at all the art that your kids created, take 
time to review each day’s lessons. Here are some review 
prompts for you to use… 

 

Day 1: Jesus Is the Promise Fulfilled (Read Luke 24:33-34) 

Art we made: White crayon reveal art, Romanian wooden toy, 
Blacklight invisible ink art 

Think about: When you discover something amazing, do you 
rush to tell someone who will be just as amazed? The disciples 
had spent about three years with Jesus, but they were still 

learning about Jesus and about why He came. They continued 
to be amazed and they were talking about it. 

Do: Is there something great about Jesus that you would like to 
tell someone? Or, do you have a question about Jesus that 
you’d like to ask? Write down all your questions. Share with 
your family (or Pastor Oren if it’s a tricky one)! 

Pray: God loves to hear your questions. Talk to God about the 
things that are important to you right now. 

 

Day 2: Jesus Is the Lord (Read: Mark 4:41) 

Art we made: Ocean painting, Chinese dragons, shaving cream 
marbling 

Think about: As you learn about Jesus, do you find yourself ask-
ing questions? If Jesus is really God then why does this happen 
or that not happen? Did you know that even the disciples who 
saw His mighty power in person often had questions? Just like 
the disciples, the more we know about Jesus the more we will 
know that He really is Lord of everything! 

Do: Are there things that worry you? Print them on a sheet of 
paper in tiny letters. Then, in big letters, print, Jesus is Lord over 
everything! across the whole list. 

Pray: Thank God that Jesus has power over everything, and He 
loves you more than anything. 

 

Day 3: Jesus Is the Rescuer (Read: Mark 16:6) 

Art we made: Mineral mosaics, Japanese scrolls, Neon Fireworks 

Think about: Jesus died on the cross to take the punishment for 
our sin. He rose from the dead and is our ultimate Rescuer. We 
have forgiveness from our sins and hope for our future forever 
because of Jesus. 

Do: Make up a poem to remind your family about Jesus’ death 
and resurrection. Think about how important that truth is. 

Pray: If you have trusted Jesus as Savior, thank Him for being 
your Rescuer. If you haven’t trusted Jesus as Savior yet, pray 
that God will help you understand more about what trusting 
Jesus means. 

 

Day 4: Jesus Is the Redeemer (Read: Acts 9:5) 

Art we made: Complementary cut-outs, Tibetan mandals, shirt 
decorating 

Think about: Think about Saul’s question. “Who are You, Lord?” 
As you study your Bible you are learning more about who Jesus 
is, how much He loves you, and how He was willing to die to 
take the punishment for your sin. Take some time to think 
about that today. It really is amazing! 

Do: Imagine you were able to text Jesus...what words and emo-
ji’s could you use praise Him for who He is. 

Pray: Remember that we can praise God in our prayers. Take 
some time to praise in prayer! 
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Day 5: Jesus Is With Me (Read: Matthew 28:17) 

Think about: Even some of the people who were with Jesus had 
doubts. Do you ever wonder if what you read in the Bible is 
true? It is! And Jesus promised that the Holy Spirit will help us 
understand the things He is teaching us. When you doubt, tell 
God about it. Ask Him to help you believe. 

Do: On a piece of paper write the words you believe! Have your 
family compare words…did any of them match? Think about the 
things you know about Jesus that are true. 

Pray: Thank God that He promises to help us believe Him and 
follow Him.  

 

Remember that August 6th is Promotion Sunday. We’ll be mov-
ing the new 7th graders up to youth and the Kindergarteners will 
be moving up to elementary Sunday school. If your child is going 
into Kindergarten, please connect with me as we want to give 
your child a special Bible on that Sunday! 

 

 David 
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Friday, August 4 // This is a special two part event! 

PART 1: 6PM- 8PM // Kids (elementary to youth) are invited to come 
and enjoy free food, play games, pray for the upcoming school year, 
and say goodbye to those entering youth group! 

PART 2: After 8pm, the youth will stay for a special lock-in night includ-
ing worship and fun activities. This will be the first official event for our 
kids being promoted into the youth group! 

Please let us know if your children would like to come by marking that 
you are coming or interested on Facebook. That way, we will have an 
idea of how much food to prepare for!  

It’s time for deacon nominations! Stop by the hall table near the 
office and pick up a nomination form, which includes the quali-
fications required of a First Baptist Church deacon. Be in prayer 
about who you might nominate, and be sure to return your 
forms to us by August 31st! 

Sunday, August 27 

Fellowship to follow! Stay tuned for more info! 
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The month of August is when our choirs resume Wednesday 
night rehearsals. The Young at Heart Singers and our Sanctu-
ary choir are always looking to add new singers, and this 
month would be a great time to join these wonderful ensem-
bles! I would love to share with you of these opportunities 
and help you find a way to serve in our music ministry! 

As we approach the conclusion of our Summer in the Psalms 
in Sunday morning worship, we will stop on Psalm 84 before 
we resume next year. In Psalm 84, verses 1-3 are commonly 
referenced and known for their beautiful, poetic language. 
Many choral anthems have set the scripture text to music, 
most commonly “How Lovely is Thy Dwelling Place” from Jo-
hannes Brahms’ German Requiem. The scripture text reads: 

How lovely is your dwelling place, 
  O Lord of hosts! 
My soul longs, yes, faints 
  for the courts of the Lord; 
my heart and flesh sing for joy 
  to the living God. 

 Even the sparrow finds a home, 
  and the swallow a nest for herself, 
  where she may lay her young, 
at your altars, O Lord of hosts, 
  my King and my God.  

  –Psalm 84:1-3 

The Psalmist yearned for the opportunity to worship in the 
dwelling place of God. The Psalmist’s desire to meet with God 
led to a physical and spiritual act of worship. As we approach 
our times of worship each week, do we approach God with 
this same yearning? When we are in worship, does the pres-
ence of God cause us to joyfully sing loudly? 

God is in our midst each time we worship. Let us pray that 
God will give us focus and expectant hearts as we gather each 
week to meet with Him. As we read His Word and pray, let us 
respond with joyous, loud singing. 

Keep Singing! 

Jason 

Hey FBC, 

Wow, August is here!! I have always told y'all that August is such 
a big month for the life of our Church. FBC is visited a lot during 
this month. Actually, we had a lot of visitors in the month of July 
as well. It’s been very exciting! I am especially pumped when I 
see students or graduate students visiting. We have been able 
to plug some of the new grad students into our GAP class. They 
have been fitting in well, and I am thankful they have Nick and 
Laura Taylor as their teachers. They are doing a tremendous job 
with our Graduates and Professionals.  

Our college students are slowly trickling back in as well. Be sure 
to look out for them and welcome them back. Our LSU BCM is 
taking students to Glorieta for the final year of Student Week 
there. Sadly, Glorieta is coming to an end, but next August we 
will be taking students to Student Week in Oklahoma. 

This is going to be a big year for our collegiates. I can officially 
announce that Ellen Farmer will be our Collegiate Intern. She is 
going to do a fantastic job, and she will help us bring in more 
students from the LSU BCM. I look forward to working with her, 
and I know you will enjoy having her at FBC. She will return from 
Sky Ranch in the middle of the month, and that is when she will 
start. She actually has been working with Curtis Lipscomb, one 
of your former FBC Collegiate Interns. Small world!!  

Ellen will hit the ground running. August 16th is the start of our 
welcome week out at the LSU BCM. We will be reaching out to 
new freshmen and specifically targeting them with a Survival 
night on the 16th. We have events scheduled for every night 
until school starts. The Sunday before school starts, FBC will be 
hosting our annual Dinner on the Grounds. I hope you plan on 
attending and bringing a side dish with you. One more special 
event that I want to make sure you know about is our annual 99 
Cent Steak Night out at the BCM. This is a huge outreach pro-
gram and we expect to feed over 400 students. It is a great op-
portunity for us to share the gospel with the campus!! Please be 
in prayer for this event.  

Prayers are also needed as we prepare for our two mission trips 
this year. We are headed back to Hawaii on March 24th through 
April 1st. We are even trying to bring Senior Adults with us this 
year. The second trip is our Spain mission trip next summer. We 
are taking collegiates to Barcelona and Madrid again. This trip is 
sponsored by FBC and the BCM. Our missionaries are actually 
state side as we speak, but they will all be back when we get 
there next summer. Thank you for keeping these missions in 
your prayers. 

Let's have a great August FBC!!! God is working and I am thank-
ful to be working alongside each and everyone of you. 

In Him, 

 Larkin 



8 

 

 

 

FBC will pay your way to attend if you sign up with Sarah in the church office by August 9th. 

After August 9th, you will be responsible for your own payment of $35.  


