


For God alone my soul waits in silence; from 
him comes my salvation. He alone is my 
rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall 
not be greatly shaken. Psalm 62:1-2 

This June will mark the 6th year in which we 
as a church family will study the book of 
Psalms together. If you are new to FBC, I am 
excited to share with you that each summer 
we take 12 weeks to study 12 Psalms (in 
order) and seek to apply their eternal truths 
to our lives. I always enjoy our time in the 
Psalms each summer and I pray you do as 
well. This summer we will study Psalms 61-
72, which will take us on a journey through 
a number of different biblical and theologi-
cal themes as well as presenting us with 
real life situations where we are called to 
exalt the name of God in how we live, pray, 
worship, and work. One question that often 
arises when we study the Psalms is what 
their truths have to do with our daily lives. 
If the book of Psalms is primarily a collec-
tion of worship songs, poems, and prayers, 
how do the spiritual truths of those words 
affect us in real ways in our daily lives? For 
the purposes of this article, let me share 
with you 4 reasons why we should study 
the Psalms for our own spiritual growth and 
for our unity as a church body. Of course, 
these reasons are by no means exhaustive, 
but I think it is a good primer for us as we 
enter into another summer in the Psalms.  

The Psalms open our eyes and hearts to 
the glory of God.  

The entire Bible is a revelation of God’s 
character, nature, and holiness and glorious 
reign over all things. It is literally impossible 
to exhaust the subject matter of God’s glo-
ry, therefore we will never run out of things 
to study, teach, learn and say about God. 
The Bible is our source book of who God is 
and who God says we are. Human beings 
are created in the image of God (Genesis 
1:26) so that we might display the glory of 
God. This is the reason for our existence, 
and as Christians, it is the foundational pur-
pose of our salvation. The book of Psalms is 
unlike any other book of the Bible in that it 
is solely dedicated to the proper and faith-
ful worship of God. When we read, pray, 
sing, and preach the Psalms, we are declar-
ing what we have already learned of God’s 
glory while at the same time opening our 
hearts and minds to know even more. So in 

the end, we study the Psalms to know more 
of God and to draw closer to Him in faith.  

The Psalms teach us HOW to worship in 
spirit and in truth. 

In John 4:23-24, Jesus declared “But the 
hour is coming, and is now here, when the 
true worshipers will worship the Father in 
spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking 
such people to worship him. God is spirit, 
and those who worship him must worship in 
spirit and truth.” O how much we need to 
be reminded of what God expects of those 
who worship him. There are so many poor 
examples of true worship, and in some cas-
es even false worship, which have taken 
root in our “people centered” culture. 
Churches are filled with people attending 
worship services who are looking to be 
served themselves, and to have their own 
feelings and opinions justified. But scripture 
does not let us get away with that kind of 
worship. When we read the Psalms, it be-
comes abundantly clear that God is subject, 
object, and purpose of worship. He alone is 
worthy of all worship, and any worship not 
given to God is idolatrous and false. As we 
study the Psalms, we not only recognize 
that God is worthy, but the text teaches us 
how to praise Him, adore Him, and honor 
Him with our thoughts, words, and actions. 
The Psalms show us how we are to ap-
proach God in personal and in corporate 
worship, joyfully giving him the praise due 
His name while establishing peace in our 
own hearts as we abide in his presence.  

The Psalms teach us the good news of the 
gospel and point us to Christ Jesus.  

I believe all of scripture points us to Jesus; 
HE is the complete fulfillment of the scrip-
tures. Every promise, covenant, and faithful 
act of God is ultimately completed in Jesus 
Christ (Matt. 5:17).  

So when we read the Psalms, we are 
searching a text which shows us something 
of Christ and his grace and glory. The 
Psalms are “good news”; and the news is 
good because it’s all about God. Perhaps 
the three most important pieces of good 
news on which we can reflect are: (1) the 
saving and preserving character of God, as 
seen in his faithfulness, righteousness, mer-
cy, holiness, and sovereignty; (2) the possi-
bility of forgiveness from a God who 

doesn't count sin against us, as seen in Ps. 
51 & 130; and (3) the promise that he will 
establish his kingdom and the reign of Da-
vid's Son (Jesus): defeating enemies, estab-
lishing justice and shalom (peace), securing 
blessing and eternal life for his people. As 
sons and daughters of God, and as brothers 
and sisters IN Christ, we must come to the 
Psalms to see more of Jesus that we may 
know more of God.  

The Psalms speak truth into every situa-
tion we face in life.  

Theology, doctrine, and biblical themes are 
given to us by God in His word for the sake 
of knowledge of Him, but not only for 
knowledge. The Word of God, and in partic-
ular the Psalms, are given to us for the sake 
of affecting how we live for God’s glory. 
Every theological subject and every biblical 
truth has “feet,” as those great truths teach 
us and guide us in faithful living both per-
sonally and corporately. The Psalms teach 
us how to worship and to live as worship-
pers. Last summer we studied Psalms 48-
60, which was a difficult section for us since 
so many of those chapters were imprecato-
ry and lamenting Psalms. But in those chap-
ters, we also saw how our faith in God is 
paramount when the terrible, tragic, and 
troubling times come into our lives. The 
reality is that we don’t lament like David 
every single day/week, but neither did he. 
But we would also be naïve to think that 
our lives are immune to terrible things, 
hateful enemies, and violent opponents. 
We need hope in those circumstances, and 
those Psalms are filled with hopeful promis-
es for each of us when we face such situa-
tions. This summer, we will see another 
collection of promises and worship songs 
and prayerful pleadings which will serve to 
deepen and strengthen our faith in God for 
today and for tomorrow.  

Let me encourage you to take some time in 
the next few weeks and read through 
Psalms 61-72. This will prepare your heart 
and mind to lean and be moved by the 
truths we discover together. I am looking 
forward with great anticipation to all that 
God has in store for us as we study the 
Psalms this summer. 

Oren 
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Let's explore the art and cultures found all around God's great 

big world! We'll discover different art styles used in different 

countries, talk to people who spread the good news of Jesus in 

those areas, sing in different languages, and much more! Sign 

up today! 

8:15 am to 12:15 pm daily // Cost: $10 per child, includes all 

supplies, snacks, and a t-shirt.  

New this year: We'll be providing a free lunch for kids between 

12:15-12:45. Pick up your kids before lunch or wait until 12:45 

and pick them up full! 

For kids completing Kindergarten - 6th Grade 

Saturday, October 29 

7:00 pm 

First Baptist Church 
Baton Rouge, LA 

Buy tickets now at  
premierproductions.com 

Church discount available now. Use 
promo code CHURCH. General  

Admission: $20 with code ($25 reg.). 
Platinum and Premium ticket packag-

es available for an extra price.  
Visit premierproductions.com 

 for more info! 



Festival of Freedom is right around the 
corner and I look forward to the musical 
celebration of God and Country on the 
240th birthday of our nation. Again this 
year, we will be combining with many of 
our local church choirs and orchestras for 
this wonderful event and partnering with 
WAFB TV anchor Jacques Doucet in rais-
ing funds for his yearly “Red, Rock, and 
Blue” fundraising efforts. His yearly fund-
raising campaign consists of multiple 
events like Festival of Freedom to give to 
back to military families through the non-
profit organization Support Our War He-
roes and Blue Star Mothers of Louisiana. 
Since 2013, Festival of Freedom has given 
over $7,000 in support through generous 
donations towards these efforts. I invite 
you to read more about these organiza-
tions and ask for your continued support 
through our love offering that will be 
collected on the night of the concert. 

The concert will take place on July 4th at 
6 pm in the Sanctuary at FBC. In our pro-
gram we will honor those who have 
fought and are fighting for our freedoms 
here at home and abroad as well as pray 
for our veterans and active military- 
thanking them for their courageous ser-
vice to our country. Most importantly, we 
will give thanks to God for the freedom 
we have in Christ and share through the 
price of freedom Christ paid for us. We 
will lift up our voices together as we 
thank God for His providence over us 
these past 140 years and ask the Lord to 
continue to lead us in the future- guiding 
our city, state and country.  

If you would like to participate in this city
-wide choir celebration, please email me 
at jhaynes@fbcbr.com and make plans to 
attend the rehearsals below. Mark your 
calendars and invite your neighbors, 
coworkers, friends, and family to cele-

brate together and plan to watch the 
fireworks on the river after the concert! 

Festival of Freedom Rehearsal Schedule 

Tuesday, June 7th // 6-7:30 at  
     Florida Blvd. Baptist (FBBC) 
Monday, June 13th // 6-7:30 at FBBC 
Monday, June 27th // 6-7:30 at FBBC 
Sunday, July 3rd // 4- 5:15 at  
     First Baptist, Rehearsal w/ Orchestra 
Monday, July 4th // 5pm call, 6pm  
     concert 

To read more about Red, Rock, and Blue 
supported nonprofit organizations check 
out: 

http://www.bluestarmoms.net 
http://www.supportourwarheroes.net 

Hope to see you there! 

Jason 

If you would like to receive the Baptist Message, 
which is the news journal of the Louisiana Baptist 
Convention and is distributed every two weeks, 
please contact Sarah in the church office. The sub-
scription is free for FBC members. 

If you would like to make a donation to help cover 
the cost, you may do so. 

Spain Mission Team // Returns Monday, June 6 

Youth Camp // June 6-11 

VBS at Restoration Church // June 12-16 

Navajo Mission Trip // June 19-25 

Festival of Freedom // July 4 

Masterpiece Kids Art Camp // July 11-15 

CentriKid Camp // July 25-29 

Student Week at Glorieta // July 31-August 6 



I’ll start this First Focus looking at the 
past. In May, we held the Pay-What-You-
Want Pulled Pork Picnic at the Hale’s 
home. I’m happy to report that we raised 
over $1,300 for our kids to go to CentriKid 
summer camp. Communicating the Gos-
pel to kids is why we do camp.  

I love CentriKid because of the solid bibli-
cal content woven throughout every ele-
ment of camp, from interactive Bible 
studies and fun rec games to worship, 
activity tracks, and even hang time. They 
have one clear purpose – building a bibli-
cal foundation for kids! 

We still have a few more cost to cover, 
but this fundraiser took care of the lion’s 
share! Thank you for loving and sup-
porting our kids! 

Now let’s look to the future…July! Not 
only is CentriKid in July (25th-29th), but 
Masterpiece Kids is as well! 

When we started 
2016, I charged our 
volunteers and church 
to help us focus on the 
three pillars of chil-
dren’s ministry: Help 
Kids Know Jesus, Grow 
Their Bible Skills, and 
Encourage Them to 
Serve Others. It’s my 
hope that we achieve 

these goals this year at Masterpiece Kids 
2016 (July 11th-15th). 

This year, our Art Camp theme is Around 
the World. Crews will be visiting different 
countries during their time with us, ex-
ploring their art, culture, and even 
snacks! Each day, we’ll dig into our Bibles 
and see how God’s Word points to Jesus 
as our savior. Kids who know and follow 
Jesus will be challenged to share God’s 
love with others far and near. Children 
who don’t know Jesus will see examples 
of their peers living for Jesus and get a 
chance to experience His great love for 
the first time. 

It’s not too late to sign up and volunteer! 
We’re still looking for a few more helping 
hands to be the feet of Jesus for these 
kids! To volunteer, come see me or visit 
fbcbr.com/masterpiece-kids. 

 I’m excited to see what good works God 
has planned for us to do! (Ephesians 2:10) 

Finally, let’s take a look at the present…
June! We’ve got a big month planned! 

We’ll be helping out Restoration Church 
with their VBS June 12th-16th. We’ve 
done this for a few years now, and it has 
always been such a great outreach. 
Please consider spending your afternoons 
with us working with kids who need to 
see God’s love! 

And get ready for another Kids Vs Gap 
Class Game Night on June 24th. We’re 
always on the lookout for multigenera-
tional fun. If your Sunday school class 
would like to have a fun night with our 
kids, please let me know!  

June will also see the start of new Sunday 
school lessons. Older kids will cover Exo-
dus, younger kids will cover Acts, and our 
preschoolers will learn about the Armor 
of God. BAM on Wednesday nights will 
continue with a new series as well after 
ending our month on prayer!  

We’re always adding new things to the 
calendar, so keep up with us by following 
our Facebook and website! 

Thank you all for your support! 

David

Sunday, June 12 - Thursday, June 16 
6:30-8:30 pm daily 

Sign up to be a part of helping with 
Vacation Bible School at Restoration 
Church in Donaldsonville! Last year, 
our team had a blast working with the 
children of the community. Our group 
will assist the members of Restora-
tion Church in leading Bible Study, 
Crafts, Recreation, and snacks, and 
will spend time getting to know the 
children and showing them the love 

of Jesus. This is a great way for us to help fulfill the Great 
Commission right here 
close to home. If you 
are interested in help-
ing, please contact Da-
vid Jennings! 

August 27 at FBC LafayetteAugust 27 at FBC Lafayette   
4th4th--6th graders6th graders  
Cost: $30 per child, due Cost: $30 per child, due   

  by July 1stby July 1st  

Friday, June 24 // 6:00-9:00 pm 

Bring messy clothes! 



Thank you for your prayers for 

the Spain Mission Team! God is 

doing a great work in Spain, and 

the team can’t wait to tell you 

about it when they return! 

There is a tremendous need for foster and  
adoptive families in Louisiana. Join us for an  
informational meeting to learn how you can  

open your heart and home to a child in need.  

Next Meeting in Baton Rouge: 

Tuesday, June 21 // 6:00-7:30 pm 
First Baptist Church 

For more information, contact Marissa 
marissa@lbch.org or 618-520-2979 

Friday, July 8 // 10:00 am 
in the Fellowship Hall 

Come meet some of the families of the CDC 
and see what the children have been learning 

all year! 
Mission:Dignity Offering // June 26, 2016 



 

 

 


