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“Faster than a speeding bullet! More powerful than a locomotive! Able to leap tall buildings in a single
bound!” Most cultures and times have their larger-than-life fictional super-heroes. In my early years, Wyatt
Earp kept law and order in the west, the Lone Ranger and Tonto hunted down the bad guys. Today
you’ve got Spiderman, Batman, Captain America, name your favorite. They thrill us with their supernatural powers to bring the bad guys and the evil empires to justice.
There’s another Man I’m going to call a Super-Hero for the sake of this message. He’s not fictitious. He’s
real. He is in a class of His own. He assures us that good will prevail over evil, that there is a better day
coming, and that He has more power than any other person in history or in fiction to deliver this sin
cursed planet from sin and death and God’s enemy, Satan. You’ll never bow down and worship
Spiderman or Batman or Superman, but you will bow down and worship this Man. Plus, the more you
come to know Him, the more your heart will thrill in His presence. He is Jesus Christ, Lord of lords and
King of kings, the Theanthropic Person in hypostatic union – one Person with two natures, God and Man.
Turn to Mark 1:16-34. We want to absorb into our souls all we can of Him. After His baptism and
temptation in the wilderness, Jesus spent a number of months at home. Then He went to the wedding
feast in Cana and down to Jerusalem to clean out the temple and meet with
the main teacher of Israel, Nicodemus. He told Nicodemus he’d never see or
enter the kingdom unless he was born again. And neither will you, by the
way. Coming up to Galilee through Samaria he ministered to that lady at the
well. Then he went to his home town of Nazareth and preached in their
synagogue. They were offended and tried to kill Him, but He went His way
and is now heading for Capernaum to set up headquarters for his 18-month
Galilean ministry.
He’ll be going around the Galilean area teaching and preaching the gospel of
the kingdom of God. Someone asked what the content of the gospel was at this time. The gospel Jesus
preached was that Christmas had come! After 400 years of waiting, finally the Messiah was here! “Glad
tidings of great joy!” (Luke 2:10) The Messianic Kingdom promised by the prophets was at hand. The
gospel was a call to repent and believe both in Him and in His message. He doesn’t preach Easter yet.
He focuses on the spiritual need of regeneration. Before we get the kingdom, we need the King and we
need new hearts that hunger for righteousness and are humble and pure. We have to wait a while before
He starts to explain to His disciples that He is going to die. But now, as many as received Him God gave
the right to be His children. This was the gospel He preached. This morning we meet up with Jesus on
the Galilean coast. He is packed with spiritual power through the Holy Spirit and simply amazes us each
step of the way.
Jesus has power over the hearts of men like no one else – vv. 16-20
As He was going along by the Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and Andrew, the brother of Simon,
casting a net in the sea; for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, "Follow Me, and I will make
you become fishers of men." Immediately they left their nets and followed Him. Going on a little
farther, He saw James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who were also in the boat mending

the nets. Immediately He called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired
servants, and went away to follow Him.
This isn’t the first time these guys have met Jesus. They hung out with Him in John 1 when John was
baptizing. They had repented and believed in Him then. But now Christ is beginning to form His cadre of
inner circle followers. He wants to pour into their lives and shape their hearts over the next three years to
prepare them as evangelists and preachers of the gospel.
They are fishermen on the Sea of Galilee, an eight by 13 mile body of water. It was and still is very
productive of fish. In 2005, 300 tons of tilapia were pulled from that sea by local fishermen. Jewish
historian Josephus wrote that some 330 fishing boats plied the waters in Jesus’ days, so fishing was a
huge enterprise then too.
There were those fishermen, two groups doing two different things, both of which are important. Simon
and Andrew were casting round nets up to 15 feet in diameter with weights around the edge. The
weights sunk the net to the bottom capturing fish under it. They pulled a rope in the center which drew the
edges together and up came the catch. And then they did it again. When Jesus called them, they
immediately followed Him. A little further along are James and John, known as “sons of thunder” because
they are very passionate. They are mending nets, getting them ready for the next venture, maybe for that
evening.
There’s a lesson here. You’ve got to both cast nets and mend nets. If all you do is mend nets, you’ll
never get out there and catch fish. However, if all you do is fish and never take the time to mend your
nets, fish will just slip right through the holes in your net. The word translated “mend” is used in Galatians
6:1 referring to restoring erring believers back to usefulness. There’s a time to fish for men and a time to
restore those caught in sin back to walking with Christ.
What a day this was for these guys. Jesus Christ had this pull, this spiritual power on their hearts. He
calls and they gladly and immediately follow Him. They had no idea where this was going to lead. They
didn’t know they would become apostles and that someday judge the twelve tribes of Israel or have their
names on the foundation stones of the eternal city in Revelation 21. They didn’t know they would have to
give their lives for Christ. But they were trustworthy, teachable, and ready to go wherever Jesus led! They
hadn’t been poisoned by the religious hard-shell rabbis and scribes. And, they were your regular working
guys. Spurgeon describes them like this: fishers cannot see the fish; they trust they are there; they are
diligent to get out there. Fish won’t jump in your basket. They are smart and alert on how to catch the
most fish. They were daring to face the elements out on their boats. Jesus is going to use their skills and
turn them into fishers of men! What a picture!
You and I are here to fish men! We’re always on the lookout, aye? You throw out a line with some bait on
it, hoping this person will be interested. If you don’t catch any, you go out the next day. Keep your line in
the water. I heard a neat thing the other day from a brother I met up with. At one point I asked him how he
came to Christ and here’s what he said that blessed me, “You know, and I love this, it seems almost
everyone I’ve met at Faith Bible Church asks me that same question. It’s wonderful.” Don’t you love that?
Then he told me how God had worked in his life to bring him to faith in Christ.
Jesus has power to call and command men! He calls men and women to salvation, and some people He
calls to leave their nets for a more targeted ministry. He doesn’t call everyone to leave their nets. How do
you know if Jesus is calling you to a more focused ministry, say as a cross-cultural missionary or pastor
or church planter? Here are three words to keep in mind: Aspiration – a strong desire. Qualification –

godly character. And Affirmation – your local church and people who know you recognize your gifts and
abilities. But that’s another message.
Jesus has spiritual power to preach like no one else – vv. 21-22
They went into Capernaum; and immediately on the Sabbath He entered the synagogue and began
to teach. They were amazed at His teaching; for He was teaching them as one having authority, and
not as the scribes.
Jesus and His men have moved to Capernaum on the northwest shore of the Sea of Galilee and on
Saturday they head for the synagogue. Synagogue services on the Sabbath consisted of prayer, praise,
Scripture reading, and exposition. If you were a rabbi or important teacher, you were given opportunity to
teach. On this day, people gathered eager to hear this Nazareth young man they’d heard so much about.
They weren’t disappointed. They didn’t hear second-hand, lukewarm theology or the droning of a
lukewarm preacher. Jesus preached with a spiritual power the likes of which they had never heard before!
Basically, they were blown away at his teaching. That’s what “amazed means. The message was
steaming hot, right from the heart of this God-Man who knew exactly what was in the heart of every one
of the hearers! His teaching was simple, clear, pure truth, utterly convincing and gripping. He was no
Marvin Milquetoast giving suggestions for a better life. You didn’t yawn when He spoke!
Jesus spoke with authority. “You’ve heard it said, but I say to you!” How we love the Word of God spoken
with power and authority and personal application. Ulrich Zwingli preached in Zurich in the 1500s. They
described his preaching as electrifying. One man said that while Zwingli was preaching he “felt as if he
had been lifted up by the hair and suspended in space.”
But even powerful preachers have their bad days. George Whitefield was known for his “thundering
earnestness.” One day, though, he was preaching to a sparse congregation, the weather was dreary and
the subject was heavy. An old fellow sitting right up front had fallen asleep. Whitefield spotted him and
stopped short, and then continued, “If I had come to speak to you in my own name, you might well rest
your elbows on your knees and your heads on your hands, and sleep; and once in a while look up and
say, ‘What is this babbler talking of?’ But I have not come to you in my own name. No! I have come to
you in the name of the Lord of Hosts” (and upon saying that, he brought down his hand and foot with a
force that made the building ring) “and I must and will be heard!” Everyone startled and the sleeper
immediately woke up. “Ay, ay!” cried Whitefield, with his eyes on the poor soul, “I have waked you up,
have I? I meant to do it. I am not come here to preach to stocks and stone: I have come to you in the
name of the lord God of Hosts, and I must and will have an audience.” The hearers were stripped of their
apathy at once.
Preaching is no small matter. To stand before eternal human beings and represent the living and true
God and His message to them – who is sufficient for these things? When Jesus preached, they were
amazed to the point of even being frightened. Jesus spoke like no other!
Jesus has spiritual power over all the demons of Satan’s domain – vv. 23-28
Just then there was a man in their synagogue with an unclean spirit; and he cried out, saying, "What
business do we have with each other, Jesus of Nazareth? Have You come to destroy us? I know who
You are--the Holy One of God!" And Jesus rebuked him, saying, "Be quiet, and come out of him!"
Throwing him into convulsions, the unclean spirit cried out with a loud voice and came out of him.
They were all amazed, so that they debated among themselves, saying, "What is this? A new
teaching with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey Him." Immediately the
news about Him spread everywhere into all the surrounding district of Galilee.
Put yourself there as a ten year old boy or girl. Jesus has everyone spellbound as He preaches with this
great convicting power, and suddenly a man screams out, “I know who you are!” Awkward! I’ve never
heard anyone yell out like this, although in our first church we had a lady who would hold conversations
with people around her while I was trying to preach. It was awkward.

But it wasn’t awkward for Jesus! First, Jesus is the light and these spirit creatures love the darkness.
When Jesus came, it’s like those cockroaches that scurry behind counters and stoves in some kitchens.
Demons know exactly who Christ is. And this wasn’t awkward for Jesus. You’ve just got to love this. He
isn’t thrown back for a moment. He is in complete control, knows what He is doing, and has this thrilling,
riveting authority over this demon. He is their judge. What does He say? Be quiet is way too mild. The
word means “muzzle it”. Phimoo. “Cap it, buster” or “Shut up and come out of him.” This is the same
word used when Jesus “muzzled” the hurricane-force winds on the Sea of Galilee. He is packed with
Spirit-filled power.
What happens? The demon is helpless before Jesus Christ, the God-Man who will one day throw this
very demon into the lake of fire. Here’s this poor man, convulsing with spasms as the demon screeches
bloody murder and comes out.
Those boys and girls never forgot what they saw and heard that day at synagogue. Imagine the afterservice chatter as people leave trying to get their heads around what they had just experienced! The
news spread through Galilee like wild fire. But it won’t always be so positive.
Jesus has spiritual power to heal every kind of human affliction – vv. 29-34
And immediately after they came out of the synagogue, they came into the house of Simon and
Andrew, with James and John. Now Simon's mother-in-law was lying sick with a fever; and
immediately they spoke to Jesus about her. And He came to her and raised her up, taking her by the
hand, and the fever left her, and she waited on them. When evening came, after the sun had set, they
began bringing to Him all who were ill and those who were demon-possessed. And the whole city had
gathered at the door. And He healed many who were ill with various diseases, and cast out many
demons; and He was not permitting the demons to speak, because they knew who He was.
First they go right from the synagogue to Peter’s house on this Sabbath morning. This reminded me of
going home after church to a house filled with the smells of roast beef in the oven, and then sitting down
to a meal of delicious, tender beef with mountains of mashed potatoes and rivers of gravy flowing down!
But there was no dinner waiting for these fellows.
When they got home from the synagogue, Peter’s mother-in-law (which immediately means Peter was
married) is really sick with something like the flu or what we used to call the grip. What a touching
moment here as the men inform Jesus (maybe she was in the bedroom) and He goes to her side, raises
her up, and the fever instantly leaves her and she feels so good she goes ahead and prepares that meal.
What a wonderful Jesus we have: caring, personal, powerful, effective.
Go to those last verses and you see this power-filled Man from Nazareth, Israel’s Messiah, that light in
Galilee, proving with every miracle and act of power that He is the Messiah. That evening, out of the
darkness, come all these sick people, people with every kind of disease and every kind of sickness, all
who were ill, people suffering with various diseases and pains, demoniacs, epileptics, paralytics; and He
laid His hand on every one of them and healed them all. There wasn’t one kind of affliction He could not
heal. He never sent anyone home saying, “I’m sorry, I can’t handle that kind.” Not one sick or afflicted
person went back home disappointed that night.
One author wrote: “What a wonderful evening! The demons fled pell-mell from His presence, and the bedridden were tossing their mattresses and crutches into the air. The comatose were lucid and talking. The
onlookers were in a state of frenzied joy! The sounds carried far out over the waters of the Sea of
Galilee.”
This, friends, is the one true, non-fictional, unique Super-Hero who really matters, and who really does
have power over every evil, wicked, hurtful, and harmful power in this world! He has the power to save
and satisfy all who come to Him. Have you repented and believed in Him? Here He is. You can’t deny
Him!

