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Sixty-two years ago this past Friday, May 29, 1953, New Zealander Edmund Hillary and his Sherpa guide
Tenzing Norgay distinguished themselves as the first people to scale the summit of Mt. Everest, nearly
six miles above sea level. More than 250 people have died trying. I suppose when you finally get to the
top, there is an overwhelming rush of accomplishment and exhilaration. You are at the highest point on
the entire planet! And then you have to come back down.
This morning we’re climbing another mountain. Mt. Hermon is about 9000 feet
above sea level, located 40 miles north of the Sea of Galilee on the
Syrian/Lebanon border. Today there’s a hotel up there, Hotel Hermon, and a ski
resort on the southern slope. One day over 2000 years ago Jesus took three
men with Him up those heights and was transfigured in brilliant light before them.
To add to the fascinating story, two other men appeared with them. One lived
1500 years earlier, Moses. The other lived 1000 years earlier, Elijah. This is
simply an unparalleled historical event that is second only to the resurrection of
Jesus Christ! While we cannot do justice to this incredible episode in Christ’s life,
God is teaching us four things for our encouragement.
Lesson #1 Glory will come after suffering – v. 1.
And Jesus was saying to them, "Truly I say to you, there are some of those
who are standing here who will not taste death until they see the kingdom of God after it has come
with power."
• The big problem in this world – suffering and death are unavoidable
The disciples had the same problem we have - why all the suffering and death? Jesus had just told them
He would suffer and be killed. This had them baffled big time. You may be suffering too, and wonder,
when will this ever stop? We live in this fallen world of sin and sickness and death, and we really wish it
would end!
Peter rebuked Jesus for even mentioning that He would suffer and die. But Jesus rebuked him right back,
and then laid down the requirements for following Him – Deny yourself and take up your cross. That
sounds like suffering and pain to me. Taking up your cross means one thing – death! But Mark 8:38
ended with this, “When Jesus returns in the glory of His Father and all the holy angels with Him.” When
does that happening and how does that fit with suffering and dying?
That’s one of two major reasons we’re climbing this mountain. Jesus has something to show us. And the
big lesson is this: We are living in a time of suffering. Jesus came to suffer and die. But glory is coming.
This is the time of pain and tears and sickness and tragedies and cancer and beheadings and corruption
in high places as well as low – this is a time of suffering, and Jesus entered right into it with us. He
learned obedience through the things that He suffered.
• God gives us a unique preview of coming glory
But glory is coming. And just like that trailer of Dispatches from the Front we just saw, God is bringing us
up this mountain to give us a preview of something that is absolutely dazzling. We are going to see the
kingdom of God in power up on this mountain. Six days after He talked about suffering and coming in
glory, here we go, up Mt. Hermon for something no one else would ever see that side of Christ’s
resurrection.
Lesson #2 Christ will bring the glory – vv. 2-4
2 Six days later, Jesus took with Him Peter and James and John, and brought them up on a high
mountain by themselves. And He was transfigured before them; 3 and His garments became radiant

and exceedingly white, as no launderer on earth can whiten them. 4 Elijah appeared to them along
with Moses; and they were talking with Jesus.
• Christ chooses a select group of men to witness His glory
Why these three? They are his closest men. He will take them with Him on the Mt. of Olives when He
goes to pray. They fell asleep then and Luke says they fell asleep here too. But they are His main men.
Peter is the one who stands up in Acts 2 and preaches a blazing hot sermon to the Jews, and both Peter
and John get thrown into prison. James is beheaded in Acts 12. Peter and John will write lots of Scripture.
So these are specially chosen men. They need to see what is coming. Not to mention that Peter has just
recently really said some dumb stuff to Jesus about not going off to be killed. They are all confused and
need this assurance of future glory.
• Christ chooses a special location, high on a mountain
God does special things on mountains. The ark rested on Mt. Ararat, Moses met with God on Mt. Sinai,
Elijah saw fire fall from heaven on Mt. Carmel, and Jesus will ascend and descend from the Mount of
Olives. And here, God chose this high mountain for this preview of coming glory.
• Christ reveals an unparalleled display of His glory and majesty
Something happens up here that is hard to believe, except that it happened, in real time and space.
Jesus is transfigured before them. Don’t miss that – “before them.” He brought them up here so they
would see this. Luke says He was praying when He was transfigured. He may have been praying for a
while, because Luke 9:32 says, sure enough, they fell asleep! Here’s the thing – don’t fall asleep! You
may miss something really glorious.
What is the purpose of the transfiguration? First, Jesus is human; don’t forget that. And one thing is on
His mind – the coming horrors of the cross when He will bear the wrath of God in His soul in the place of
sinners! No one on earth can sympathize with Him. No one understands what He’s facing. So just like He
will later in the garden, He is now praying for strength and encouragement from His heavenly Father to
stay the course. Hebrews 5:7 says He prayed with loud crying and tears to the one who could save Him
from death!
The second purpose is to teach these three men something about suffering and glory. They need to see
something that they’ll never forget. So they wake up and this is what they see: Christ is standing there
with His face beaming like the sun. His clothes are radiant, shimmering with light. Luke says they were
gleaming, flashing out brilliant light, like the brilliance of lightening! And Mark says they were whiter than
any launderer on earth could possibly get them. I assure you, this was a unique experience in all human
history.
This is the transfiguration or metamorphosis of Christ. As a man he would not have stood out in the
crowd. Isaiah 53 says no one would think his appearance was delightful. He looked nothing like the blueeyed, blonde haired, tan, California surfer Hollywood portrays Him. But Christ’s inner deity radiates out
from within Him, shining even in His clothes and especially His face. It was a foretaste, a sneak preview
of His future coming back in great, dazzling glory! He’s radiating the glory of God! Hebrews 1:2 says He is
the radiance of God’s glory, and here you see it in visible form.
When you look at Him here in His radiant glory, remember this, no matter what you are enduring, no
matter what pain and or horrible persecution you are suffering now, it will end and glory is coming!
Romans 8:18 assures us that these present sufferings aren’t worthy to compared to the coming glory.
What does this display of Christ’s glory tell you about the uniqueness of Christianity? You could line up
100s of all the great men of this world, all the religious leaders, all the philosophers, the brilliant men and
women and all the political powerhouses of history beside this Man up here on this mountain! Winston
Churchill said, “We are all worms, but I do believe I’m a glow worm!” But line ‘em up, and not one of them
could ever appear like this, radiating divine glory from their inner being! Christ and biblical Christianity are
absolutely unique and deserving, even demanding, of our faith and worship. Christ is unique.

• Christ is fulfilling all that Moses and Elijah represent
If that’s not enough, look who appears there with Him! How did the disciples know who they were? Maybe
they heard Elijah look at Moses and say, “Hi Moses.” One thing is certain; they did recognize these two
men. But why these two? Because they represent the entire Old Testament, the Law and the Prophets.
Like brilliant beams of light streaming through the centuries from the Old Testament from Moses and
Elijah, they converge on Jesus Christ, who has fulfilled the Law and the Prophets. By the way, Moses
died in Deuteronomy 34:5 looking into the Promised Land, but now he gets to be in the land with Christ!
Promises and hope fulfilled. The same is true for us.
Note what Moses and Elijah who appear in glorious splendor are saying. Luke tells us they are talking
about Jesus’ coming death, His “exodus.” They are encouraging Jesus. “Go on! There’s no other way.
Your death is the only way for salvation of sinful men. Sin’s penalty must be paid. God’s wrath against
sinners must be satisfied. Death must be conquered. Jesus, You are the only One who can do it. Go on,
because glory is coming!”
Was this literally Moses and Elijah? Yes. The three disciples recognized them. And we will recognize one
another in heaven. We don’t lose our identity when we die. And, as a side bar, this tells us that God
knows exactly where we are and who we are, alive or dead. When Jesus comes for His church, only the
dead in Christ will rise from the graves. God knows how to distinguish the saved from the unsaved dead.
And, God knows you, today and forever. He knows where you live, when you’ll die, and He will be able to
unite your soul with your body in His chosen time!
Lesson #3 Christ knows what He’s talking about – vv. 5-8.
5 Peter said to Jesus, "Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three tabernacles, one for You,
and one for Moses, and one for Elijah." 6 For he did not know what to answer; for they became
terrified. 7 Then a cloud formed, overshadowing them, and a voice came out of the cloud, "This is My
beloved Son, listen to Him!" 8 All at once they looked around and saw no one with them anymore,
except Jesus alone.
• The transfiguration is completely overwhelming to the disciples
Luke 9:32 says, “When they were fully awake, they saw His glory and the two men standing there!” The
first thing out of Peter’s mouth is excellent! “It’s good to be here!” How true. John Piper says Sunday
mornings are like the Mount of Transfiguration for God’s people. We come to taste and see the glory of
Christ! But then old foot-in-the-mouth Peter blurts something out before he even thinks about it, “Let’s
build three tabernacles!” Luke 9:33 says, “Not realizing what he was saying!” Been there, done that!
Feeling like you’ve got to say something, you just say something really dumb. Peter may have been
thinking of the Feast of Tabernacles, “Hey, let’s just set up tabernacles right here and hang out for
awhile!”
The disciples were terrified! I don’t blame them. If someone you were with on a mountain climb began to
radiate light and two people from 1000 years ago showed up, you’d collapse in terror, too. But God’s got
something to say to them.
• God commands us to listen to His beloved Son.
Suddenly this bright cloud forms and God’s voice comes out of that cloud! Oh, where were all the
cameras recording all this? Can you imagine? God says, if I can paraphrase, “Peter, put a lid on it. You
talk when you should be listening. This is My beloved Son. Listen to Him!” Matthew 17 tells us when they
heard this, the disciples fell facedown to the ground, terrified. Then Jesus comes and touches them and
says, “Get up. Don’t be afraid.” They look around and no one is with them except Jesus alone!
What’s the point? God our heavenly Father is confirming that Jesus is His Son. He’s telling the disciples
Jesus knows what He is talking about, so to listen to Him! How about you? Who is speaking into your life?
Who is giving you counsel? Who is forming your world view, your perspectives? We’re all listening to
someone.

God says, “Listen to Jesus!” He has the words of eternal life. No one else does. He’s going to tell you
about suffering, dying, and rising again and coming glory. Listen to Him. Now that you’ve got a preview of
coming glory, get ready to follow Him through the suffering and maybe even death for His sake. Listen to
Him. Your strength will come from His words. You can be strong if the word of Christ abides in you, said
John later. We need to feed, feast, and flourish in the Word of God. Listen to Him; He knows what He’s
talking about.
Lesson #4 Christ’s resurrection will lead to future glory – vv. 9-13.
9 As they were coming down from the mountain, He gave them orders not to relate to anyone what
they had seen, until the Son of Man rose from the dead. 10 They seized upon that statement,
discussing with one another what rising from the dead meant. 11 They asked Him, saying, "Why is it
that the scribes say that Elijah must come first?" 12 And He said to them, "Elijah does first come and
restore all things. And yet how is it written of the Son of Man that He will suffer many things and be
treated with contempt? 13 "But I say to you that Elijah has indeed come, and they did to him
whatever they wished, just as it is written of him."
Again Jesus tells the, “Don’t tell anyone what you’ve seen until after I rise from the dead.” Rise from the
dead? They totally could not grasp these words. What does He mean by this? They’ll soon find out, won’t
they? But even after His resurrection, they just have the hardest time putting it together. They believe in
the resurrection of the body, but how does Jesus’ death and resurrection fit in here? By the time of Acts 2
on the Day of Pentecost, Peter totally understands and delivers a scorcher of a sermon, “You murdered
Christ, but God raised Him up! Repent!”
But now they ask about Elijah in view of Malachi 4:5-6, which says Elijah is coming to prepare Israel for
the Messiah. So Jesus explains it to them. There are two comings, the first in suffering and death, the
second in glory and life.
These guys have as much trouble getting their end time doctrines straight as we do! Now, who goes
when, and where will we be, and can people in the tribulation period be saved, and what about those
thousand years? Is Jesus coming before or after the tribulation, or when is the millennium?
And then you’ve got the date setters. He’s coming in 1988, no, 1994, no, 2015 – yep, coming up this
September – google it. It never ends. People sell books and when they get it wrong they just write more
books explaining where they added wrong, but they don’t quit setting dates. Oi vey! So Jesus assures
them Elijah is coming back before the second coming and all the future glory.
• Christ’s resurrection separates the first and second coming
• First coming is with suffering and dying – John came in the spirit of Elijah, but he wasn’t Elijah
• Second coming is with glory and power – Elijah will come to restore Israel to her Messiah. Some
think Elijah is one of the two witnesses in Revelation 11.
What have we learned from this unbelievable experience?
This is what Peter took away, as he tells us in 2 Peter 1:16-18.
For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when we made known to you the power and coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty. For when He received honor and glory from
God the Father, such an utterance as this was made to Him by the Majestic Glory,"This is My beloved
Son with whom I am well-pleased"-- and we ourselves heard this utterance made from heaven when we
were with Him on the holy mountain.
And remember this. Now is the time of suffering; glory times are coming. Look at Christ blazing out in
brilliant, blinding glory light! The sufferings and trials, the murders and cancers, the Alzheimer’s and aging
and losses and betrayals and corruption in high and low places of this present time are not worthy to be
compared to the glory that is to be revealed to us! We are still in the tears and pain and sorrow times.
Glory times are coming. Listen to Revelation 22:3-5.
There will no longer be any curse; and the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and His bondservants will serve Him; they will see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads. And there will no

longer be any night; and they will not have need of the light of a lamp nor the light of the sun, because the
Lord God will illumine them; and they will reign forever and ever.
Bring it!
But first we have to come down off this mountain into the valley of humiliation, into denying ourselves,
taking our cross, identifying with Christ in His death, burial and resurrection. And now, hope completely in
the grace of God for today and the glory that Christ will bring to us when He comes in His glory!

