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Let’s go to Romans 12:1-2 this morning. We can’t over-emphasize the importance of these two verses. I
suppose many of you have memorized them. Eric did an excellent job last week laying the foundation of
progressive sanctification in verse 1. If you have received Christ as your Savior from your sin by faith
alone, you have been justified and accepted by God in Him by mercy alone. Have you received Him? If
so, you are here to worship and serve not yourself, but your God. You are a living sacrifice to Him. Your
goal is to please God by becoming like His Son. God knows you won’t be perfect in this life. He knows
you’ll stumble around and struggle and some days will be better than others, but God does expect you
and me to be growing and changing every day until we see Him face to face.
That’s progressive sanctification. And if one verse captures the essence of how that happens, it’s
Romans 12:2. We’re going to take three weeks to unpack this verse. Here are the three main courses
of our Sunday morning meal for the next three weeks. Pray for us.
First, the world – don’t be conformed to it. You must take decisive action regarding this world in which
you live. The world is no friend of grace and is determined to throw as much cold water on your zeal for
Christ as it can.
Second, your mind – be transformed in it. You must marinate your mind and heart in the transforming
power of the Word of God. Your heart is where the roots of your life are. If you expect godly fruit in your
life, you’re going to have to feed the roots of your life with the Word. That’s renewing your mind, and we
need to be renewed every day.
Third, God’s will – be reformed by it. The result of refusing to be conformed to this world and of
renewing your mind daily by the Word of God will be growth in discerning what God wants you to do. And
what He wants and wills is good for you, is pleasing to Him, and will bring you closer to His goal for your
life, to be like His Son!
This morning we’ll look at the first course in verse 2a: the world - don’t be conformed to it.
First, what exactly is the “world” Paul is talking about here?
Right up front, God is not talking about being weird in our world. He’s not talking about dressing weird,
talking weird, eating weird stuff, like locusts and wild honey. He doesn’t mean we can’t use modern
conveniences like digital devices or electricity. In God’s common grace there is much in this world we
can thoroughly enjoy, even when invented or developed or performed by unbelievers. Every individual
reflects the image of God even though they may not know it. I heard a violin and trumpet duet the other
day and thought, “Wow, what exquisite sound.” God doesn’t mean we can’t live in neighborhoods with
Jews and Catholics and Muslims and every other sort of people. He isn’t telling us to run off into Christian
enclaves to hide from all the evil influences of this world; otherwise, as Paul said in 1 Corinthians 5, we
ourselves would have to go out of the world. We, as regenerated children of God, are here to be bright
lights and strong salt in this world.
“World” means different things in different passages. In fact there are two Greek words translated world,
kosmos and aion, better translated “age”. Kosmos is often used of the created world, and this created
world isn’t evil. Calvin said it’s a dazzling theater of God’s glory, that there are sparks of glory
everywhere we look. That’s what we see in the faces of all these new-born babies around us – sparks of
God’s glory!
Kosmos also means the world of mankind. God so loved the kosmos, John 3:16. Both words, though,
are also used of this present evil world system. In Ephesians 2:2 they are even used together: we used
to walk according to the age (kosmos) of this world (kosmos). This world in which we live is the platform

or stage where the evil world system plays out. We face it every day. All the mass of human opinions,
thoughts, counsels, philosophies, religions, movements, hopes and dreams and pleasures and desires
and values that are at odds with God make up the world. This aion or age is the outworking of collective
humanity in rebellion against God. It’s like a dense, moral, ethical fog that blankets the planet. We
breathe it, hear it, see it, and are tempted by it every day. You and I have to deal with it.
David Wells puts it like this in his book God In the Wasteland: “Worldliness is that system of values and
beliefs, behaviors and expectations, in any given culture that have at their center the fallen human being
and that relegate to their periphery any thought about God. Worldliness is what makes sin look normal in
any age and righteousness seem odd.” Galatians 1:4 says Christ has delivered us from “this present, evil
age (aion).” It’s this world at war with God!
There are some who have exerted huge influence in this world. David Breeze wrote a book with an
amazingly insightful title: Seven Men Who Rule the World from the Grave. He references Darwin, Marx,
Wellhausen, Freud, Dewey, Keynes, and Kierkegaard. Much of our modern collective rebellion against
God, especially in the west, could be traced back to these guys. Our nearly 17 trillion dollar debt tips its
hat to John Maynard Keyes, who taught you could borrow your way to prosperity. If you look into the
private lives of these movers and shakers, you will find a sad record of moral corruption. Keynes was
known for having male lovers and many immoral escapades. Darwin and Freud combined could be
blamed for much of our world’s moral collapse. This is part of what God means by this present age. He’s
not talking about something weird and out there that we can’t see or grasp. No, this present age is right
in front of us on our laptops, coming across professors’ podiums, judges making ungodly decisions,
political figures without any fear of God in them, and false prophets spouting out false messages sending
their hearers to hell by the broad gate and wide way!
Take for example the present scenario at Ball State University. The president has ruled that no science
professor is permitted to even suggest an intelligent design behind the universe; so much for freedom of
speech and academic freedom. The Discovery Institute has given the university until September 30 to
respond to its demand that the university apply the same standard to atheism as it is to intelligent design:
“If Ball State is going to ban faculty speech favoring intelligent design by claiming that it would violate
the separation of church and state, then it must apply the same ban to faculty speech that promotes
atheism or attacks intelligent design in the classroom,” says Dr. John West, Vice President of
Discovery Institute. http://www.discovery.org/a/21891
This “present evil age” was launched back in the Garden in a perfectly good world. God simply said,
“Don’t eat of the fruit of this one tree. Got it? Simple. Clear. Don’t do it.” That was God’s counsel to
Adam and Eve. Then another counselor came along with an enticing suggestion, “Has God really said
you shouldn’t eat of it?” Of course, instead of simply following God’s counsel, they bit on Satan’s counsel
and ever since God’s people have to live in this fallen, Genesis 3 world of humanity that is hostile toward
God.
Where do you see this hostility? It surrounds you in entertainment, academics, economics, politics,
medicine and psychiatry, business, moral issues, any venue that either mocks or denies God and His
truth or presents a substitute god. It’s like a flood that just keeps surging with powerful currents, ever
flowing, often casting up shame and filth or dressed beautifully and scintillating. Satan uses it to lure us,
to appeal to our flesh which is still hostile toward God.
Let’s take a look at it in 2 Timothy 3:1-7. If anything describes this “age” it’s here with its focus on three
loves. Men shall be lovers of self. That heads the list, and everything else flows out of it. Sin perverted
us, turned us inward, self-ward, away from loving God and others to pleasing self. The world is a swirl of
rebellion against God in love with self, with money, and with pleasure. Satan smiles and pats your back
as long as you are cooperating with him. But he will turn up the power; he will change into a ferocious
lion if you even think about taking refuge in Christ. This world is powerful and often cruel! It sometimes
offers comfort and pleasure, but it often delivers pain and suffering from others in this world.

How does the world seduce us?
Look at1 John 2:15-17. The world lures you with three powerful baits. The lust of the flesh is what your
flesh wants, what you find pleasurable. Any behavior that gives you pleasure is perfectly acceptable and
whoa to that Christian who says it’s wrong, right? This is most obvious in the huge pornography industry,
where there are 30 million website hits per month among the most popular sites. But it is seen in any
pursuit of personal pleasure in spite of God’s standards.
The lust of the eyes is that craving for stuff. This is idolatry, living for stuff, living out of greed. The world
promotes greed, and that connects with our greedy hearts. We want more stuff. We’ve got to get that
next great thing, even though it doesn’t satisfy us. Sometimes it even kills us. Tolstoy wrote a great short
story entitled, “How Much Land Does a Man Need?” Wanting land is a good thing. Wanting a nice house
is a good thing, unless you want it too much. In Tolstoy’s story, Pahom heard you could get lots of land
cheap from the Bashkirs, so he traveled to their country. The cost of the land was always the same, 1000
rubles, for as much land as you could go around in one day. This was an excellent deal. So Pahom and
the Bashkirs got up before sunrise and went to a starting point at the top of a hill. The chief Bashkir laid
his fox-fur cap down and Pahom placed his 1000 rubles on top of it. He took a shovel to mark his territory
as he walked. Off he went at sunrise, walking briskly and digging little holes to mark his borders. To
make a short story shorter, his greed drove him to go so far that suddenly he realized the sun was setting
and he was too far from the cap. He did finish the circuit, running hard to get there before the sun had
fully set. As the sun set he collapsed with his stretched out hand touching the fox-fur cap. “Ah, what a
fine fellow,” cried the Chief Bashkir. “He has gained much land.” Pahom’s servant tried to raise him, but
then realized he was dead. He dug a grave for Pahom. Six feet from his head to his heels was all the
land he needed. The lust of the eyes! I want, I want more. That’s how the world entices us.
And then there is the pride of life. The world despises trust and submission to Christ. “Do it your way.
You don’t need a God telling you what to do. Make up your own rules.” We even have a song to
celebrate the pride of life – “I did it my way!”
How do we guard against this powerful enemy of our soul?
Don’t be conformed. Stop letting this God-hating world system press you into its mold. Stop letting the
world set your agenda for you. Stop letting all the unbiblical values habits and practices and thoughts
hijack your own ways of thinking. Stay on guard. Never stand down. This world is a pattern of godless
thinking and doing. Don’t let it determine the pattern of your life. When everyone else is bowing down to
the dominant attitude or mindset or world view of the day, stand tall, refuse to bow, fight the good fight of
faith. Remember those three Hebrew youths. When everyone else bowed down, those guys stood up.
Don’t let the world kick you around and intimidate you into following its pursuits. You have a much higher
calling than to live for the lusts of your flesh, the lusts of your eyes, and the pride of life. While the world
is bowing in worship of Anti-Christ in the tribulation period, when the whole world is amazed at the Beast,
God’s people will stand tall for Christ and suffer for it. We may suffer. Believers are suffering right now,
all over the world. Even in our country, people are being cut out of positions and employment for refusing
to bow to the dominant, mainstream agenda.
What happened to Demas? Paul mourned over him in 2 Timothy 4:10, “Demas has forsaken me, having
loved this present world, or age.” It’s that same word used in Romans 12:2. Psalm 1:1 gives us a great
negative example of the downward spiral of following the world, and don’t think you are immune to the
world’s power. First, the psalmist began to listen to the world’s counsel rather than loving and listening to
biblical counsel. It enticed him: “You don’t need to be so serious about your religion. The Bible has lots
of errors in it anyway.” Shortly, he was hanging out with lost people rather than with God’s people; he
was standing in the way of sinners. He didn’t see a big problem with what they were saying and doing.
In fact, he kind of enjoyed it. He stood with them, accepting their position. And then, finally, he sits down
and makes himself at home with people who have no love for God at all. How do people who profess
Christ end up in the seat of the mockers? It begins by simply listening, opening your mind to the world’s
counsel. Then comes compromising and denying what God has clearly said.
Don’t be conformed. Take your stand. Set up your guard. Always ask, “Is what I am hearing biblical? Is
this practice pleasing to God?” The world may say it is fine, in fact normal, but the new normal isn’t the

biblical norm and standard. The world’s doctrines and agendas are constantly changing. But God never
changes. What God said was sin 2000 years ago is still sin. What God said was right then is right now.
There will never be a time when same sex marriage is okay. Homosexuality will always be sinful, along
with adultery, greed, loving self and loving money. Everybody may be living together before marriage, but
God hasn’t changed his mind on fornication. People, we are in a war with a world system careening way
out of bounds. You may get hurt. You may suffer. Paul bore in his body the brand-marks of Jesus!
Here’s the thing to do – love Christ with all your heart. The gospel separates you from the world. Paul
said in Galatians 6:14, “God forbid that I should ever boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,
by whom the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world!”
Worldliness will pour cold water on your fire for Christ. This is how you know you are being eaten by the
world: if your practices are cooling your zeal for Christ. Too much of anything, even good things, can be
deadly to your love for Christ. Just as the way to stay free from caving to the seductress is to stay madly
in love with your wife, stay madly in love with Christ, and the world will not be able to press you into its
mold. Pray that Christ would restore your first love for Him.
Here’s a final warning to anyone here who may be a lover of this world. This
world is passing away, it’s under God’s judgment, and it will deceive you. It
seems to offer so much now, but it will evaporate. Blowing bubbles is fun. But
you’d be a fool to lay out 100 dollars to purchase one, not matter how big it is or
how much it shimmers in the sunlight. This world is a bubble, and it is getting
ready to pop. It won’t save anyone. Only Christ can save you from “this present
evil age.”

