
1/24/22, 3:41 PM Constant Contact

https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/view/list 1/2

Cross-Shaped Life
By Shannon Ford on January 20, 2022
 
READING: Luke 14

Christianity is more than believing in Jesus. Did you know that? Yes, the Christian life starts
with belief; but it is not intended to stop there. All too often, however, it does. True Christianity
is moving beyond belief to the beauty of a cross-shaped life. What, you may be wondering, is a
cross-shaped life? To truly understand the answer, we must understand the purpose of a cross.

Christians of many different denominations have the cross as a central symbol of our faith. We
wear cross necklaces, bracelets, t-shirts, and have pictures of crosses hanging in our
churches, homes, and offices. The image of the cross reminds us of the hope we have in Jesus
because of His sacrifice on our behalf. Please understand, there is nothing wrong with any of
this. However, we must not let the familiarity of the cross cause us to forget the reality of its
use.

The cross was an instrument of death. One might liken it to a modern-day electric chair or
lethal injection device. The cross was used to punish, torture and kill the vilest of criminals. And
yet in Luke 14:27 Jesus said, “Whoever does not carry their cross and follow Me cannot be My
disciple.” Think about what Jesus is saying here. Whoever is not willing to pick up and carry
their own instrument of death cannot be His follower. The cross-shaped life means marching
willingly into death. It means dying to self, to old plans and ideas, to comfort and safety and,
perhaps, to life as we know it. It is dying to everything except Jesus.

PRAYER: Dear Lord, thank You for dying on the cross for my sins. Help me to not only live a
life of belief in You, but a life of serving You. May my life be a cross-shaped life that points
others to You. Amen.

TOMORROW'S READING: Luke 15
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