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F E B R U A RY 2 0 2 4

TODAY’S BIBLE STORY

Don’t Let Me Down
Good Samaritan

Luke 10:25-37

TODAY’S BOTTOM LINE

Be kind to people who
are different from you.

MONTHLY MEMORY VERSE

“You are God’s chosen people.
You are holy and dearly loved.

So put on tender mercy and 
kindness as if they were your 

clothes. Don’t be proud.
Be gentle and patient.”

Colossians 3:12, NIrV

MONTHLY VIRTUE

Kindness—Showing others they are 
valuable by how you treat them

BASIC TRUTH

I should treat others the way
I want to be treated.

PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed 
description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other 
resources to help you prepare.
Check out our Pinterest page here https://bit.ly/447HSZi for a visual on 
some of the activities.

SMALL GROUP

SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity

LARGE GROUP

STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways
WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God
Welcome/Opener
Worship
Bible Story 
Bottom Line
Prayer 
Closer

SMALL GROUP

GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect
Bible Story Review: Who Is My Neighbor? 
Application Activity: Include Everyone 
Memory Verse Activity: It’s Personal  
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss

HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
Parent Cue Card (print or email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App

25
M I N

35
M I N

15
M I N

T O D A Y ’ S  S U G G E S T E D  S C H E D U L E

https://www.pinterest.com/252kids/_saved/
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MONTHLY VIRTUE

Kindness—Showing others they are 
valuable by how you treat them

BASIC TRUTH

I should treat others the way
I want to be treated.

PROVIDING TIME FOR FUN INTERACTION
15 MINUTES

PRELUDE SOCIAL STORY WORSHIP GROUPS HOME

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Pray 
for those who might visit your group for the first time. Thank 
God for the chance to help your group understand more 
about kindness. Ask God to help everyone remember we’re 
all made in God’s image and to show love to people who are 
different than us. Pray that kids would be looking for anyone 
who needs help or their kindness. 

1.  E A R LY  A R R I V E R
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  Offering container

W H AT  Y O U  D O : 
• Welcome kids by name as they arrive.
• Ask kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container.
• Invite the kids to tell stories about a time they got hurt. 
• Ask:

 ú Have you ever broken a bone, gotten stitches, sprained an ankle, or had 
surgery? 

 ú Who took care of you? 
 ú How did you feel? 
 ú What made you feel better? 

M A D E  T O  C O N N E C T
an activity that invites kids to

share with others and build
on their understanding
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2 .  O P E N I N G  A C T I V I T Y 
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  No supplies needed

W H AT  Y O U  D O :
• Direct the kids to sit pretzel-style on the ground. 
• Challenge the kids to get into a standing position without 
using their hands and arms or letting their knees touch the 

ground. (This is almost impossible to do.)
• After a few minutes of trying, invite kids to pair up.
• Instruct the kids to sit back-to-back.
• Invite the pairs to work together to get into a standing position using the 

same guidelines.

W H AT  Y O U  S AY :
“In this challenge it was difficult to stand up on your own, wasn’t it? However, 
once you were paired up with someone else, you were able to stand up because 
you had help. [Transition] Let’s go to Large Group to find out how different 
people responded to someone who really needed help.”

Lead your group to the Large Group area.

M A D E  T O  E X P L O R E
an activity that extends learning 

through hands on experimentation
and discovery
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M A D E  T O  P L A Y
an activity that encourages learning 

through following guidelines and 
working as a group

CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT
25 MINUTES

1.  W H O  I S  M Y  N E I G H B O R ? 
[ TA L K  A B O U T  G O D  |  B I B L E  S T O R Y  R E V I E W ] 
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  No supplies needed

W H AT  Y O U  D O :
• Invite one kid to be the injured man. 
• Instruct the “injured man” to lay face down on the ground 

and close their eyes.
• Direct the rest of the kids to sneakily walk back and forth in front of the 

“injured man.” 
• Instruct the “injured man” to open their eyes and look up any time they want 

to. 
• Declare anyone the “injured man” spots to be out.

W H AT  Y O U  S AY :
“In our story today, who walked past the man in need and did not stop to help? 
(the priest and the Levite) Who stopped to help? (the Samaritan) How do you 
think the hurt man felt as the priest and Levite walked by? (Pause for responses.) 
Everyone would have expected the priest and the Levite to stop, but not the 
Samaritan! 

“During the time of this story, Samaritans and Jewish people didn’t like each 
other, so they usually avoided each other. The Samaritan decided not to avoid 
the man in need. He stopped to help even though there was nothing in it for him. 
He bandaged the man, and put him on his donkey. He took the man to an inn and 
offered to pay for him, and to come back and pay for any extra expense. 

“The Samaritan man not only went the extra mile, he was also kind to someone 
who was different than him. Jesus told this story to make the point that if we love 
God, we will love our neighbor. Your neighbor isn’t just your friend or someone 
who is like you. Your neighbor is anyone who needs your help and kindness. When 
we’re kind to our neighbor, we’re being kind to someone who matters to God. 
That is why God wants us to be kind to people who are different from you.”

 [Make It Personal] (Describe a time when you showed kindness to someone 
who was ignored or different than you. What did you do? How did you feel 
after you showed kindness to them? How did they feel?)
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PRELUDE SOCIAL STORY WORSHIP GROUPS HOME

* 2 .  I N C L U D E  E V E RYO N E 
[ L I V E  F O R  G O D  |  A P P L I C AT I O N  A C T I V I T Y ]
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  “Circles” Activity Page, and pens

W H AT  Y O U  D O :
• Give each kid a “Circles” Activity Page and a pen.
• Invite the kids to think of a list of people they enjoy 

spending time with: their friends, teachers, family members, coaches, or 
anyone they like.

• Instruct the kids to list those people in the center circle of the “Circles” Activity 
Page. 

• When they are finished, direct the kids to draw a big heart around all of those 
people. 

• Point out the middle circle labeled “The Samaritan” and the outside of the 
circle, labeled “The Hurt Man.” 

• Say: “The Samaritan and The Hurt Man were not in each other’s groups—they 
weren’t friends.”

• Ask: “Without naming names, can you think of anyone who’s ‘outside’ your 
circle?”
 ú Some suggestions might include: students who sit by themselves at lunch or 

are not included by others at recess, new students they have not interacted 
with yet, strangers they encounter during outings or events, neighbors they 
haven’t met, kids whose bodies or brains work differently than theirs, etc.

• Ask: “Would anyone like to share about a time you remember treating 
someone differently because they were outside your circle?”

W H AT  Y O U  S AY :
“In the story Jesus told, He wants us to be like the Samaritan. The Hurt Man was 
outside of the Samaritan’s circle of people he would be expected to love and to 
help. The people you drew the heart around are people we are expected to love 
and help. They’re our friends, family members, and people who know us. These 
are the people anyone would expect us to love.

“No one expected the Samaritan to help The Hurt Man. Jesus wants us to show 
kindness to people who think and act differently than we do—like the kid you 
dislike because he’s constantly pushing others around and making kids do what 
he wants them to do, or the kid who you just have nothing in common with and 
haven’t really ever played with. You don’t need to be best friends with everybody, 
but you can show kindness to them. Why? Because every person you meet 
matters to God, and that is why we are supposed to be kind to people who are 
different from you.” 
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M A D E  T O  I M A G I N E
an activity that promotes empathy
and facilitates biblical application 
through role-play and reenactment

3 .  I T ’ S  P E R S O N A L 
[ H E A R  F R O M  G O D  |  M E M O R Y  V E R S E  A C T I V I T Y ]
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  Bibles, “Personalized Verse” Activity 
Page, pencils, and markers 

W H AT  Y O U  D O :
• Make sure each kid has a Bible.

• Together, look up Colossians 3:12 using the Bible Navigation Tips below:
 
Finding verses with 2nd and 3rd graders: Guide them to open their Bibles to the front and 
find the table of contents. (Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the 
kids what the page looks like.) When the kids find the table of contents, lead them to find 
Colossians in the list under “New Testament.” When the kids find Colossians, lead them to 
look at the page number beside the word. Explain that the number tells them on what page 
they can find Colossians. Help the kids find the page. When they find Colossians, explain 
that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Help them find chapter 3. 
Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers. Help them find verse 3 in chapter 12. 

• Read the verse together a few times.
• Give each kid a “Personalized Verse” Activity Page and pencils and markers.
• Invite the kids to follow your prompts as you tell them what to draw and color 

in each box.
 ú Box # 1: Draw a stick figure of yourself.
 ú Box # 2: Draw a stick figure of yourself surrounded by people who love you.
 ú Box # 3 Draw a stick picture of yourself wearing shirt and pants. Label one 

of them “Mercy” and the other “Kindness.” (Or “Compassion” and “Kindness” 
for the NIV.)

 ú Box # 4: (NIrV) Draw a stick figure of yourself not being proud or boastful 
with others. 
• For example: Speech bubbles with positive and encouraging words, like 

“You’re awesome!,” “Great job!,” or “You can do it!”—lifting others up 
instead of trying to make themselves look better. Or maybe drawing 
a scene where they are sharing something they love, like snacks or art 
supplies with their friends. 

• (NIV) Draw a picture of putting others first, or being gentle and patient 
with others. 

• For example: Letting someone go ahead of you in line, sharing, listening 
to someone who is upset, etc. 

 ú Box # 5: (NIrV Only) Draw a stick figure of yourself being gentle and patient 
with others. 
• For example: Playing or doing something with a younger sibling, waiting 

your turn in line, opening the door for an older person before walking in 
yourself, etc. 

• When done, encourage the group to share what they drew in box # 4 and # 5.
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CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT
25 MINUTES

PRELUDE SOCIAL STORY WORSHIP GROUPS HOME

( 3 .  I T ’ S  P E R S O N A L ,  C O N T I N U E D )
W H AT  Y O U  S AY :
“Great job drawing your ideas! This is what I love about God’s Word! It’s like a special letter written just for you—it’s 
personalized! That’s why all your drawings are different!

“The author of this verse was writing to all the people who love God—that includes you! He was giving us a recipe to 
spread God’s love and kindness to others. When you choose to be kind, gentle, and patient, you’re choosing to be a 
good friend and treat others nicely even when things are hard. When things feel difficult or unfair, it’s important to 
remember that God is with you, God’s Spirit lives inside of you, giving you the strength to keep being kind. So, let’s make 
it our mission to show God’s kindness to everyone, no matter how different they may be from us. You can be kind to 
people who are different from you every day!”
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CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT
25 MINUTES

4 .  P R AY  A N D  D I S M I S S
[ P R AY  T O  G O D  |  P R AY E R  A C T I V I T Y ] 
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  Tent or blanket

W H AT  Y O U  D O : 
• Set up a tent or throw a blanket over a table to create a 
tent.

• Ask the kids to sit around or inside the tent.
• Briefly share what tents are used for following the discussion below.
• Close your group time in prayer.

W H AT  Y O U  S AY :
“Tents are like houses we can carry with us when we go on camping trips or 
outdoor adventures. They are special shelters that protect us from rain, wind, 
and bugs while we sleep under the stars. When we go camping with our friends 
or family, tents become cozy little spaces where we can all gather together. Just 
like a tent that gives shelter to everyone inside, we can also create a warm and 
welcoming space for everyone around us. When including everyone—including 
people who might be different than you—you make them feel valued and special. 
That is showing kindness. Let’s pray.”

“Dear God, thank You for this month’s powerful reminder of Your incredible 
kindness. Today, we learned that we should be kind to everyone, even those who 
may seem different from us. Help us to be kind to those who may look different, 
have different interests, or come from different places. We want to follow Your 
example by remembering to be kind to people who are different from us. We 
love You and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”

As adults arrive to pick up, encourage the kids to show them the “Personalized 
Verse” Activity Page and explain what they drew.
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G E T T I N G  R E A D Y
H E R E ’ S  E V E R Y T H I N G  Y O U  N E E D  T O  K N O W  T O  G E T  R E A D Y  F O R  T H I S  W E E K

SOCIAL: PROVIDING TIME FOR FUN INTERACTION
(15 MINUTES)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and 
catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)

1.  E A R LY  A R R I V E R
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with 
others and build on their understanding 
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :
• Offering container

2 .  O P E N I N G  A C T I V I T Y
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through 
hands-on experimentation and discovery
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :
• No supplies needed

GROUPS: CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT
(25 MINUTES)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story 
applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and 
discussion questions.
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to 
do activity #2.

1.  W H O  I S  M Y  N E I G H B O R ?
[ TA L K  A B O U T  G O D  |  B I B L E  S T O R Y  R E V I E W ] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through 
following guidelines and working as a group
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :
• No supplies needed

* 2 .  I N C L U D E  E V E RYO N E 
[ L I V E  F O R  G O D  |  A P P L I C AT I O N  A C T I V I T Y ] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through 
the process of drawing, building, and designing
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :
• Print “Circles” Activity Page on paper, one for each kid
• Pens, one for each kid

3 .  I T ’ S  P E R S O N A L 
[ H E A R  F R O M  G O D  |  M E M O R Y  V E R S E  A C T I V I T Y ]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and 
facilitates biblical application through role-play and reenactment
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :
• Bibles, one for each kid
• Print “Personalized Verse” Activity Page on paper, one 

for each kid
• Pencils
• Markers

4 .  P R AY  A N D  D I S M I S S
[ P R AY  T O  G O D  |  P R AY E R  A C T I V I T Y ]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal 
understanding and application
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :
• Tent or large blanket/sheet, one for each Small Group

HOME: PROMPTING ACTION BEYOND THE EXPERIENCE
• Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and 

Parent Cue cards. 
• Tell parents about our additional family resource: 

Parent Cue app.


