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W E E K

FIVE
M A R C H  2 0 2 4

TODAY’S BIBLE STORY

Alive
Easter

Luke 24:1-12, 36-49

TODAY’S BOTTOM LINE

Jesus is alive.

MONTHLY MEMORY VERSE

“God so loved the world that
he gave his one and only Son. 

Anyone who believes in him will
not die but will have eternal life.”

John 3:16, NIrV

MONTHLY VIRTUE

Easter—Celebrating that
Jesus is alive

BASIC TRUTH

I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed 
description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other 
resources to help you prepare.
Check out our Pinterest page here https://bit.ly/447HSZi for a visual on 
some of the activities.

SMALL GROUP

SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity

LARGE GROUP

STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways
WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God
Welcome/Opener
Worship
Bible Story 
Bottom Line
Prayer 
Closer

SMALL GROUP

GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect
Bible Story Review: Celebrate Jesus! 
Application Activity: Growing in God 
Memory Verse Activity: Easter Egg Hunt 
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss

HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
Parent Cue Card (print or email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App

25
M I N

35
M I N

15
M I N

T O D A Y ’ S  S U G G E S T E D  S C H E D U L E

https://www.pinterest.com/252kids/_saved/
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MONTHLY VIRTUE

Easter—Celebrating that
Jesus is alive

BASIC TRUTH

I can trust God no matter what.

PROVIDING TIME FOR FUN INTERACTION
15 MINUTES

PRELUDE SOCIAL STORY WORSHIP GROUPS HOME

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Pray 
for those who might visit your group for the first time. Pray 
for the kids of your group and their families as they celebrate 
Easter. Ask God to help each kid continue to believe that 
Jesus will walk with them through every single moment and 
help them through the hard things. Pray the kids of your 
group would continue to discover and embrace a growing 

relationship with Jesus.

1.  E A R LY  A R R I V E R
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  Offering container, prepared paper signs, tape, and sticky 
notes

W H AT  Y O U  D O : 
• Welcome kids as they arrive! 
• Introduce yourself to any visitors and familiarize them with the other kids and 

the group space.
• Invite kids who brought an offering to place it in the offering container.
• Tape the prepared signs on the wall at kid-height, creating two headings—

JELLY BEANS and CHOCOLATE BUNNY.
• As kids arrive, give each one a sticky note. 
• Instruct the kids to put that note on the wall to vote for the Easter candy they 

prefer.
• Count up the votes and announce the favorite. 
• Ask the kids why they chose that particular candy.
• If time allows, invite kids to come up with other choices about Easter for the 

rest of the group to share and discuss. 

M A D E  T O  C O N N E C T
an activity that invites kids to

share with others and build
on their understanding
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2 .  O P E N I N G  A C T I V I T Y 
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  Plastic eggs, plastic straws, and floor 
tape

W H AT  Y O U  D O :
• Use the floor tape to create a starting line and a finish 
line in your small group space.

• Instruct the kids to line up behind the starting line.
• Give each kid a plastic egg and a straw. 

 ú If you have a big group, divide the group into two teams. (Optional: Have 
pairs of kids race against each other.)

• Direct the first kid in line to put their plastic egg on the floor, and use their 
straw and breath to get the egg to the finish line.

• Once the kid reaches the finish line, direct them to pick their egg up, and run 
back to the rest of the group.

• Once the first kid has arrived, instruct the next kid in line to do the same thing.
• Continue until all kids have had a chance to go through the relay.

W H AT  Y O U  S AY :
“That was such a fun game! Everyone did an incredible job rolling the Easter 
eggs from one side of the room to the other. [Transition] Rolling eggs remind 
me of a true, exciting story we’re going to hear about today. It reminds me 
of something else that was rolled away. And what was inside—or was NOT 
inside—changed everything. Let’s go!”

Lead your group to the Large Group area.

M A D E  T O  M O V E
an activity that increases the
oxygen in the brain and taps
into the energy in the body
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M A D E  T O  P L A Y
an activity that encourages learning 

through following guidelines and 
working as a group

CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT
25 MINUTES

1.  C E L E B R A T E  J E S U S !
[ TA L K  A B O U T  G O D  |  B I B L E  S T O R Y  R E V I E W ] 
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  “Celebrate Jesus!” Activity Page, 
balloons, garbage bag, music player, and upbeat music

W H AT  Y O U  D O :
• Blow up one balloon for each kid in the room. 

 ú Have a few extra on hand in case any pop!
• Start the music.
• Instruct the kids to hit their balloons upwards, but to keep their balloons from 

touching the ground.
 ú NOTE: They can tap whichever balloon they want, not just their own.

• Stop the music.
• Direct the kids to find and hold a balloon.
• Call out a color of balloon the kids are holding.
• Ask the kids who are holding that color of balloon a question from the 

“Celebrate Jesus!” Activity Page. 
 ú Allow the kids to talk and work together until they come up with the right 

answer!
• Continue until you’ve asked all of the review questions—choosing different 

color balloons each time.
• Collect the balloons in a large garbage bag when done.

W H AT  Y O U  S AY :
“Easter is a day when we remember what Jesus did. Jesus died on the cross to 
make things right between us and God. Jesus was raised back to life, and we 
can trust that Jesus is alive—and that’s a reason to celebrate! It was hard for 
Jesus’ friends to believe that He was alive at first, but Jesus proved it to them. 
They chose to believe in Jesus and follow Him, and we can too! We can choose to 
believe and follow Jesus, just like the disciples. And when we do, we can trust Him 
with our lives.” 

[Make It Personal] (Talk about a kid-friendly time that Jesus walked with you 
through something difficult. Maybe you needed to trust Jesus when you moved 
to a new place, or to get through a tough friendship situation, or when you felt 
really down. Remind kids that because of Jesus, we can trust that in the end, 
God will make everything right again.) 
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M A D E  T O  C R E A T E
an activity that explores spiritual

ideas through the process of
drawing, building, and designing

PRELUDE SOCIAL STORY WORSHIP GROUPS HOME

* 2 .  G R O W I N G  I N  G O D
[ L I V E  F O R  G O D  |  A P P L I C AT I O N  A C T I V I T Y ]
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  “Growing in God” Activity Page, plastic 
cups or plant pots, decorative items (permanent markers, 
stickers, glitter pens, gem stickers, foam stickers, etc.), and 
individual seed packets

W H AT  Y O U  D O :
• Give each kid a plastic cup.
• Set out the decorative items.
• Instruct the kids to decorate their plastic cups.

 ú Be sure they add their names to the bottom of the cups!
• Invite kids to pick out an individual packet of seeds.
• Give each kid a page of the “Growing in God” Activity Page.
• Read through the poem together.
• Set aside the supplies for them to take home.
• Encourage kids to plant their seeds once they get home.

W H AT  Y O U  S AY :
“Did you know that each of these seeds contain life inside of them? It’s true! Once 
you plant your seed in dirt, just add a little water, and put it in a sunny spot in 
your home. Then, in a week or so, you should start to see your seed grow and life 
burst forth! And when you do, think of Jesus. 

“When your seed gets buried and springs up with life, remember that Jesus died 
for us and was raised back to life too! Just like these seeds, Jesus is alive—and 
when we remember that, we can trust God with our lives.”

Follow your church’s guidelines if any kids express interest in trusting in Jesus as 
their Savior. Include parents/guardians in this conversation.
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M A D E  T O  M O V E
an activity that increases the
oxygen in the brain and taps
into the energy in the body

3 .  E A S T E R  E G G  H U N T
[ H E A R  F R O M  G O D  |  M E M O R Y  V E R S E  A C T I V I T Y ]
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  “Easter Egg Hunt” Activity Page, Bible, 
prepared Easter eggs, baskets, and floor tape

W H AT  Y O U  D O :
• Use the Bible to read the Memory Verse out loud to the kids.

• Use the floor tape to create a starting line on one side of the small group area.
• Scatter the prepared Easter eggs throughout the room.
• Divide the kids into two teams. 
• Instruct both teams to line up behind the starting line.
• Set out a basket near each team’s line.
• Assign each team one of the colors of Easter eggs.
• Direct the first kid on each team to get to an egg of their team’s color and 

bring it back to their team’s basket, traveling in a unique way:
 ú walk backwards
 ú hop
 ú crab walk
 ú slow motion

• Once the first kid returns with an egg, instruct the next kid in line to get 
another of their team’s eggs by traveling in a unique way.

• Direct the rest of the group to open the eggs and pull out the words inside 
while their teammates are collecting the next egg.

• Continue the relay until all eggs are collected. (Kids will get several turns.)
• The team that first puts together the Memory Verse in the correct order wins!

W H AT  Y O U  S AY :
“Everyone did a great job collecting our Easter eggs filled with words from our 
Memory Verse! Even though two teams were racing against each other, we’re all 
winners today. Knowing God’s Word is a gift we can keep with us wherever we 
go! Who remembers today’s Memory Verse? (Pause for responses. Prompt kids to 
read from the arranged “Easter Egg Hunt” Activity Page, if needed.) 

“That’s right: God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son. Anyone 
who believes in him will not die but will have eternal life. John 3:16 (NIrV) (Or, the 
NIV: For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.)

“Jesus died on the cross for our sins, but He didn’t stay dead. Jesus is alive! That 
means that everything God says is true and that we can have a relationship with 
God that will last forever!”
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M A D E  T O  R E F L E C T
an activity that creates space

for personal understanding
and application

CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT
25 MINUTES

4 .  P R AY  A N D  D I S M I S S
[ P R AY  T O  G O D  |  P R AY E R  A C T I V I T Y ] 
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  Marked Bible

W H AT  Y O U  D O : 
• Give a kid a Bible that is marked at John 3:16.
• Invite the kid with the marked Bible to turn to the verse 

and read it out loud to the group.
• Use the second half of the Memory Verse as a prayer guide. 

W H AT  Y O U  S AY :
“Let’s focus on the second half of this verse. 

“Anyone who believes in him: When we choose to believe and follow Jesus, 
we make Him the focus of our life. And when we do that, we can trust Him 
with anything! 

“will not die but will have eternal life.: All of us have sinned. Jesus died on 
the cross to make a way for us to have a relationship with God that will last 
forever.

“We celebrate Jesus today and every day because Jesus is alive! Let’s pray 
together. 

“God, thank You so much for the gift of Your Son, Jesus. Thank You that we can 
have a relationship with You that will last forever because Jesus died and was 
raised back to life. Help us to remember Jesus can help us through the hard 
things. We love You and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”

As adults arrive to pick up, ask kids to share their plant pots, seeds, and 
“Growing in God” card with them. Encourage kids to share how the seeds will be 
planted (just like Jesus was buried) and will grow with new life (just like Jesus 
rose again!). 
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PRELUDE SOCIAL STORY WORSHIP GROUPS HOME

G E T T I N G  R E A D Y
H E R E ’ S  E V E R Y T H I N G  Y O U  N E E D  T O  K N O W  T O  G E T  R E A D Y  F O R  T H I S  W E E K

SOCIAL: PROVIDING TIME FOR FUN INTERACTION
(15 MINUTES)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and 
catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)

1.  E A R LY  A R R I V E R
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with 
others and build on their understanding
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :
• Offering container
• Tape
• Sticky notes, one for each kid
• Paper, two sheets for each Small Group
• Marker

 ú Before group time, write JELLY BEANS on one piece 
of paper and CHOCOLATE BUNNY on another piece 
of paper.

2 .  O P E N I N G  A C T I V I T Y
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain 
and taps into the energy in the body
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :
• Plastic eggs, one for each kid
• Plastic straws, one for each kid
• Floor tape, one roll for each Small Group

GROUPS: CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT
(25 MINUTES)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story 
applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and 
discussion questions.
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to 
do activity #2.

1.  C E L E B R A T E  J E S U S !
[ TA L K  A B O U T  G O D  |  B I B L E  S T O R Y  R E V I E W ] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through 
following guidelines and working as a group

W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :
• Print “Celebrate Jesus!” Activity Page on paper, one for 

each Small Group 
• Balloons in a variety of colors, one for each kid with a 

few extra in case of popping
• Garbage bag, one for each Small Group
• Music player, one for each Small Group
• Upbeat music

* 2 .  G R O W I N G  I N  G O D 
[ L I V E  F O R  G O D  |  A P P L I C AT I O N  A C T I V I T Y ] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through 
the process of drawing, building, and designing
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :
• Print “Growing in God” Activity Page on cardstock and 

cut apart, one card for each kid
• Plastic cups or plant pots, one for each kid
• Decorative items (permanent markers, stickers, glitter 

pens, gem stickers, foam stickers, etc.), enough for 
each kid to have several items to decorate with

• Individual seed packets, one for each kid

3 .  E A S T E R  E G G  H U N T
[ H E A R  F R O M  G O D  |  M E M O R Y  V E R S E  A C T I V I T Y ]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain 
and taps into the energy in the body
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :
• Print “Easter Egg Hunt” Activity Page on paper and cut 

apart, two sets per Small Group
• Bible
• Baskets, two for each Small Group
• Floor tape, one roll for each Small Group
• Two colors of plastic Easter eggs, 54 (27 in each color) 

for each Small Group
 ú Before group time place each slip from the “Easter 

Egg Hunt” Activity Page in a plastic Easter egg, 
creating two sets of different color eggs.

4 .  P R AY  A N D  D I S M I S S
[ P R AY  T O  G O D  |  P R AY E R  A C T I V I T Y ]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal 
understanding and application
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G E T T I N G  R E A D Y
H E R E ’ S  E V E R Y T H I N G  Y O U  N E E D  T O  K N O W  T O  G E T  R E A D Y  F O R  T H I S  W E E K

W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :
• Bible marked at John 3:16

HOME: PROMPTING ACTION BEYOND THE EXPERIENCE
• Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and 

Parent Cue cards. 
• Tell parents about our additional family resource: 

Parent Cue app.


