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Today’s Suggested Schedule—January 2023, Week 1 
 

Today’s Bible Story: I Want to Know What Love Is (Greatest Commandment) • Matthew 22:36-
40 
Today’s Bottom Line: Love God and love others. 
Monthly Memory Verse: “One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one 
who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. Luke 16:10 (ESV) 
Monthly Virtue: Responsibility—Showing you can be trusted with what is expected of you  
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated. 

 
Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Pray for those who might visit your group for 
the first time. As you start the new year, pray that God will help you love others the way God loves 
them. Ask God to bless the conversations you have with your kids as you lead them to see how loving 
God and loving others is one of the most responsible things we can do. 
 
Check out our Pinterest page here https://bit.ly/447HSZi for a visual on some of the activities. 
 

LARGE GROUP (35 minutes) 
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways 
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God  

Hang Time 
Welcome/Opener 
Worship 
Bible Story  
Bottom Line 
Prayer  
Closer 

 

SMALL GROUP (25 minutes) 
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect 

Story Exploration 
Bible Story Review: You Got It Down!  
Application Activity: Responsible Love  
Memory Verse Activity: If and Then  
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss 

 
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience 

Parent Cue Card (Print or Email) 
Devotionals for Kids 
Parent Cue App 

https://bit.ly/447HSZi
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me 

 
Use this if kids have questions about following Jesus.  
 
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel means “good news.” It is 
the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, and salvation. Use the following guide to share the 
gospel with kids. 
 
God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created everything, and He is in charge of 
everything. Invite a volunteer to read Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 
1:16-17 aloud and explain what these verses mean. 
 
We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has chosen to disobey God. 
(Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates 
us from God and deserves God’s punishment of death. (Romans 6:23) 
 
God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect 
solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as 
sinners, could never earn on our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9. 
 
Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the cross for our sins, and rose 
again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is 
the best gift ever! Read Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18. 
 
We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these 
aspects of our response: Believe in your heart that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already 
done on the cross. Repent, turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in 
Jesus. 
 
If a child has expressed interest in following Jesus, please let the parents know so they can be a part of 
the conversation that their child is having about faith.  
 
 
What Now? 
If you put your trust in Jesus Christ and believe in Him as the One who forgives your sins and makes it 
possible for you to know God, we are so proud of you! There is no greater single decision that you 
could make. 
We believe that baptism is an important next step for you. Baptism is your way of telling your friends 
and family, “Hey, I’m a follower of Jesus!” If you’re interested in learning more or participating in 
baptism, talk to a staff member about the next steps you should take. 
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GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes) 

 

Story Exploration 
 
The religious leaders had the chance to ask Jesus anything, and they tried to trick Jesus. They did not 
like that Jesus claimed to be the Messiah, and they really didn’t like the way He threatened their power 
and authority. But Jesus spoke with wisdom and authority. When the religious leaders asked Jesus 
about the greatest commandment, Jesus quoted Deuteronomy 6:5 from the Old Testament. The 
religious leaders would have been very familiar with this Scripture, and they could not argue against it. 
What question did Jesus ask the Pharisees? Look at Matthew 22:42. [Allow kids to read the verse and 
respond.] Jesus asked, “Whose Son is the Messiah?” And how did they answer? They said that the 
Messiah is David’s son. Then Jesus reminded them of Psalm 110:1, where David called the Messiah 
“Lord.” Jesus asked the religious leaders why David would call the Messiah “Lord” if the Messiah were 
his son. Jesus helped the religious leaders realize that the Messiah is both a human (the son of David) 
and the Son of God (David’s Lord). The religious leaders could not respond to that, so they stopped 
questioning Jesus. 
 
The religious leaders were amazed after listening to Jesus. Matthew 22:46 says that from that day on, 
no one dared to challenge Him again. When the religious leaders questioned Jesus, He answered with 
wisdom and power, as only He can because He is the Messiah, the Son of God in flesh. He is the Word 
of God who came to show us exactly what God is like. He has authority in heaven and on earth. 
 
Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss: 

• Why did the religious leaders ask Jesus questions?  
Were they really interested in what Jesus was teaching? Lead kids to recall that the religious 
leaders were only questioning Jesus to try to catch Him doing something wrong. Jesus knew 
what they were trying to do and answered them with wisdom and authority.  
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Luke 20:22-26.) 

• How can we see Jesus’ wisdom and authority in the way He answered the religious leaders? 
Help kids recognize the religious leaders thought they had come up a question that would trap 
Jesus. They thought however He answered, there would be a problem with it; however, Jesus 
saw beyond their craftiness and answered with wisdom and power.  
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Luke 20:25.) 

• How can we answer life’s questions with wisdom?  
Help kids recognize that we can find the answers to life’s questions as we spend time with the 
Lord through prayer and reading His Word. When we hide God’s Word in our heart, we too can 
answer with wisdom.  
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Ps. 119:105.) 

• What are the greatest and second greatest commandments? (to love God with all we have and 
to love others as ourselves, Mark 12:29-31) 

• How can we answer with wisdom if people challenge our knowledge of God or the Bible?  
Help kids see that the source of wisdom is God Himself. Remind them that God gives wisdom 
generously to all who ask Him for it in faith. [See James 1:5.] Explain that we gain wisdom by 
studying God’s Word, praying, gathering with other believers, and following the Holy Spirit’s 
guidance. 

• When is it difficult to trust Jesus’ wisdom and authority? Guide kids to speak honestly about 
their lives. Acknowledge the difficulty of trusting Jesus in hard or sad times. Help them see that 
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we can trust Him even when we do not understand His plan or why difficult things are 
happening. 

 
 
 
 
 
*1. You Got It Down! 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review] 
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands on experimentation and discovery 

 
What You Need: Dominoes  
 
What You Do: 

• Divide your group into teams of four or five kids. 

• Give each team an equal number of dominoes. 

• Instruct the kids to work together to create a domino run, arranging them in desired patterns and 
sequences. (Be ready to demonstrate if needed!) 

• Once they’ve made their domino runs, encourage the teams to have one kid knock down the 
first domino and watch the sequence come to life! 

• If time allows, invite the groups to create more sequences. 

 
What You Say: 
“If you built your domino runs close enough together, each domino followed the one before it. God’s 
commandments are kind of like dominoes. Today in our story, we learned that as long as you’ve got the 
[Bottom Line] love God and love others thing down, the rest of God’s commandments will follow. As 
a matter of fact, it gets even simpler than that. If you’re loving others, you ARE loving God!  
 
[Make It Personal] (Share about a time you fulfilled God’s commandments by loving God and 
loving others.) “It’s really as easy as that! We don’t have to make God’s commands complicated. 
There are so many ways throughout our day that you can [Bottom Line] love God and love others.”  
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2. Responsible Love 
[Live for God | Application Activity]  
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and 
reenactment 

 
What You Need: “Responsible Love: Pets,” “Responsible Love: Shopping Items,” and “Responsible 
Love: Answer Key” Activity Pages; glue sticks; and grocery bags 
 
What You Do: 

• Divide kids into teams of two or three. 

• Give each team a “Responsible Love: Pets” Activity Page and a grocery bag. 
o Make sure all five pets are given out either by making some teams smaller or giving 

teams more than one page. 

• Scatter the “Responsible Love: Shopping Items” squares around the space. 

• Point out the four categories on the “Responsible Love: Pets” Activity Pages: food, toys, bed, 
and cleaning. 

• Instruct each team to go shopping for their pet by picking up the four items they will need for 
their pet and placing them in their grocery bag as they find them.  

• Direct the team to come to you when they think they have all four items their pet will need.  

• Refer to the “Responsible Love: Answer Key” Activity Page to make sure they have the correct 
items. 

• Once the team has all four items, give that team a glue stick. 

• Invite the team to glue in the items needed in the squares on their “Responsible Love” Activity 
Page. 

• For added fun, make it a competition by seeing which team can shop for their items and fill in 
their squares first! 

 
What You Say: 
“In order to show responsibility with our pets, we have to know how to love and care for them in the way 
they need. The same goes for the people God has put in our world—siblings, parents, neighbors, or 
friends. Spending time with God will help us to remember to love others. What are some ways we can 
spend time with God? (read the Bible, pray, sing) 
 
“Think of one person you can show love to this week. (Allow time for kids to think.) Do you have that 
person in your head? (Pause.) Great! Now, let’s think through how we can love and care for them in the 
way they need. If it’s a parent, maybe they need help with the dishes. Maybe they need you to clean up 
after yourself without being asked. If it’s your sister, maybe she needs you to watch her favorite TV 
show with her without complaining or build a fort and spend quality time with her.  
 
“Does anyone want to share their person and an idea for how you can show care and love for them? 
(Allow time for responses.) This week, go out and do just that so you can [Bottom Line] love God and 
love others. 
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3. If and Then 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity] 
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body 
 

What You Need: Bibles 
 
What You Do: 

• Divide your group into teams of two or three. 

• Give each team a Bible. 

• Together, look up Luke 16:10 using the Bible navigation tips below. 

• Read the verse out loud together a few times.  
 

Finding verses with 2nd and 3rd graders: Guide kids to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. 
Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like. When the kids find the 
table of contents, lead them to find “Luke” in the list under “New Testament.” When the kids find Luke, lead them to 
look at the page number beside the word. Explain that the number tells them on what page they can find Luke. Help 
the kids find the page. When they find Luke, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Help 
them find chapter 16. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers. Help them find verse 10 in chapter 16.  

 

• Choose a kid to be “Simon.” 

• Instruct Simon to lead a few rounds of “Simon Says.” 
o Instruct Simon to stand facing the group. 
o Direct Simon to call out different activities, starting the commands by saying, “Simon 

says.” 
o Instruct the kids in the group not to do the activity Simon commands unless Simon says, 

“Simon says,” first. 
o If a kid does an activity that Simon doesn’t begin with “Simon says,” direct that kid to be 

out. 

• Give two or three kids a turn to be Simon. 

• After a few rounds of kids leading “Simon Says,” lead the game yourself. 

• When you are Simon, you will have kids repeat the verse and motions with you. 
o Start with “Simon says say…” for each phrase below (note NIrV and NIV versions). 

▪ “Suppose you can be trusted . . .” (cross hands across your heart)—NIrV 

• “Whoever can be trusted…” (cross hands across your heart)—NIV 
▪ “with something very little . . .” (pinch thumb and finger together to signify little)—

NIrV 

• “with very little . . .” (pinch thumb and finger together to signify little)—NIV 
▪ “Then you can also be trusted . . .’” (cross hands across your heart)—NIrV 

• “can also be trusted . . .” (cross hands across your heart)—NIV 
▪ “with something very large.” (open arms up wide to motion something big)—NIrV 

• “with much.” (open arms up wide to motion something big)—NIV 
▪ “Luke 16:10a.” (clasp your hands together and open them like you are opening a 

book) 

• Say the memory verse a few times with the motions without saying, “Simon says.” 

 
What You Say: 
“Our verse tells us that if you can be trusted with something little, then you can be trusted with 
something large. IF you can take care of something small, THEN you can be trusted to take care of 
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something big. Just like in our game, IF you follow Simon, THEN you will win the game. IF you practice 
your memory verse, THEN you will know it really well!  
 
“What about IF you show your parents you can pick up after yourself? THEN they may trust you to have 
more responsibility with something you’ve been asking for. IF you don’t get upset about being asked to 
put down your device and instead come down for dinner with a great attitude, THEN you may be 
trusted with more screen time when dinner is done.  
 
“If we love others through small choices every day, we accomplish a big love for God. Taking care of 
God’s people is the best way we can love God. Remember to [Bottom Line] love God and love 
others in everything you do.” 
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4. Pray and Dismiss 
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity] 
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application 

 
What You Say: 

• What does this story teach me about God or the gospel? 

• What does the story teach me about myself? 

• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How are they for God’s glory and my good? 

• Are there any promises in this story to remember? 

• How do they help me trust and love God? 

• How does this story help me to live on mission 
 
What You Need: pens, index cards 
 
What You Do:  

• Give each kid a pen and an index card 

• Direct the kids to write down the name of a friend, family member, teacher, or person in their 
world to whom they can show that kind of love.  

o For example, they can ask themselves:  
▪ Who can I give a high five to this week? Instruct the kids to write the name of the 

person they think of in the square. 
▪ Who can I write a letter to? Instruct the kids to write the name of the person they 

think of in the square. 

• Say, “There are people you can care for who you haven’t even met yet, so you can leave some 
extra space on your index card!” 

• Encourage kids to mark off their index card throughout the week once they remember to love 
God and love others.  

• Close your group time in prayer. 

 
What You Say: 
“God, thank You for trusting us to love Your people. This week, please open our eyes to how we can 
love You and love others. Please help us see who may need You the most. We understand that when 
we can follow through with the small things—like having a good attitude, cleaning up after ourselves, 
high-fiving someone, or even holding the door open for someone—they lead to a big kind of love. 
Please use us to show the love of Jesus to the world around us this week! We love You, and we pray 
these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 
 
As adults arrive to pick up, ask kids to show off their Bingo cards and share one person they’re going to 
show love to this week! Remind them that taking care of the people God has put in their world is one of 
the most important things we can accomplish all week. 
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GETTING READY 
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week. 

 
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes) 
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through 
interactive activities and discussion questions.  
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.) 
*If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #1. 

 

Story Exploration – No supplies 
 
*1. You Got It Down! 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review] 
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands on experimentation and discovery 

What You Need: 

• Dominoes—enough for every four or five kids to create a reaction line  

 
2. Responsible Love 
[Live for God | Application Activity]  
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and 
reenactment 

What You Need: 

• Print “Responsible Love: Pets” Activity Pages on paper, one page for every two or three kids 

• Print “Responsible Love: Shopping Items” Activity Page on paper and cut out the squares, one 
set for each Small Group 

• Print “Responsible Love: Answer Key” Activity Page on paper, one for each Small Group 

• Glue sticks 

• Plastic or reusable grocery bags, one for every two or three kids 

 
3. If and Then 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity] 
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body 
 

What You Need: 

• Bibles—one for every two or three kids 
 

4. Pray and Dismiss 
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity] 
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application  
What You Need: 

• Index Cards 

• Pens 

 
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience 

• Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards.  

• Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app 


