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God's Pa�ence
By Terry Kountz on January 20, 2021

READING: Luke 13

Jesus emphasized to the gathered crowd the importance of repentance - calling people to
turn from their wrong. He told them if they did not repent, they would perish. The teaching
and the words were not difficult to understand. Repentance was not op�onal.

Then, Jesus told them a parable about a vineyard owner whose fig tree was not producing
fruit. For three years, the tree had been barren; for that reason, the man determined to have
the tree cut down. The vineyard-keeper, though, requested one more year of cul�va�on. The
keeper would �ll the soil, fer�lize it, water it well, and seek to promote fruit on the fig tree. If
it did not produce a�er another year, cu�ng it down would then be the next step - but not
immediately.

It is likely the fig tree represented Israel, but the pa�ence of God portrayed in this story
applies to all of us. God is incredibly longsuffering with us, tolera�ng our unfrui�ulness much
longer than we would likely tolerate it in others. When others draw a line in the sand, God
o�en extends the line a li�le longer simply to show His compassion and to extend His offer of
grace. That is not to say, however, that He draws no line in the sand. No, He does indeed have
a limit; His offers of grace do not last indefinitely. There is a limit to the �me we have on earth
to show God our fruit.

What fruit are you producing?

PRAYER: "Father, I want to produce fruit pleasing to You. Help me."

TOMORROW'S READING: Luke 14

Copyright © 2021 First Baptist Church, Fort Mill, SC, All rights reserved.

Visit Our Website

http://www.fbcfm.com/


4/28/2021 Constant Contact

https://campaign-ui.constantcontact.com/campaign/campaigns/list 2/2

First Baptist Church Fort Mill, 121 Monroe White St., Fort Mill, SC 29715

SafeUnsubscribe™ {recipient's email}

Forward this email | Update Profile | Customer Contact Data Notice

Sent by fbcfortmill@comporium.net powered by

Try email marketing for free today!

https://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&mse=001Fj5PziYpSELRqGo-tPUYFgiHvdySk3EJ&t=001cB1XvoZ5Ozwthi5UxadT3A%3D%3D&id=001b-xBWU3VMkfRm31X_-3k0Ez7JWsK558U&llr=gfxmyrdab
https://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?llr=gfxmyrdab&m=1103328861350&ea=kmorrow@fbcfm.com&a=1135235012225&id=preview
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?mse=001Fj5PziYpSELRqGo-tPUYFmu7csKf4gHZ_9ksSyfCIN9lTaiofoeC4g%3D%3D&t=001cB1XvoZ5Ozwthi5UxadT3A%3D%3D&lang=001FCSs65SMrsI%3D&id=001b-xBWU3VMkfRm31X_-3k0Ez7JWsK558U&llr=gfxmyrdab&p=oo
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
mailto:fbcfortmill@comporium.net
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=PT1128&rmc=VF19_V8
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=PT1128&rmc=VF19_V8

