
 
Today is a sad day as we have been made aware that Over the Edge Preteen Camp has been cancelled.   
   
Message from Pineywoods: 
It is with sad and very heavy hearts that we inform you that the difficult decision has been made to cancel both 
sessions of Over the Edge Preteen Camp for Summer 2020. The health and safety of our campers and their families is 
of primary importance in this decision. 
  
To mitigate the risk of spread of the COVID-19 virus, the state’s minimum protocols recommend small groups (AKA 
cohorts) that stay together the whole time and never mix with other groups during the camp session – not for worship, 
not for dining, not for recreation, and not for overnight lodging. This is simply not the Pineywoods summer camp 
experience, nor are there enough hours in a day to ensure that all church groups could eat, swim, and enjoy recreation 
each day in single groups. Nor does it factor in the large-group Bible study and corporate worship components of camp 
at all. 
  
Although this news is devastating to us, we completely understand and support Pineywoods and the difficult 
decision that had to be made.  I know without a shadow of a doubt that every option was explored.  Although 
permission was given to open camps, as you can see above, the guidelines were not possible to adhere to, and 
provide your kids with a true camp experience. 
   
REFUNDS:  
Over the next few weeks, you will receive a check refunding the amount of money you paid (deposits and 
payments).  The money earned at the bake sale will remain in our camp scholarship fund and be used to provide 
scholarships next year.    
   
*This would be our 15th summer to attend camp at Pineywoods and participate in Over The Edge Preteen Camp.  If 
you have been even once, you know that the staff there consists of families that live on the property year round, as 
well as summer staff that return year after year.  Please keep them in your prayers.  99% of the operating budget 
for the encampment comes from summer camps, just like ours, with 1% coming from churches and associations 
who give regularly to them. 
  
*I would also like to personally thank our medical volunteers that we take each year (Jessica Peck, Leah Direkly, and 
Kenneth Direkly) who were willing to do whatever it took to help us get to camp, yet we know that the medical 
staff is only a piece of the puzzle. 
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