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___________________________________________________ 
 
Introduction  
One of the most precious things in this world is to see real spiritual change in the lives of God’s 
people. But far too often, we struggle as we see little personal growth and are frustrated by the 
same besetting sins.  I thought it would be important at this point in our study of Proverbs to take a 
step back and look at some specific application of wisdom and truth as an important part of our 
spiritual growth and as a critical component to ongoing change in a believer’s life. 
 
I think one thing that we realize is that knowledge is not sufficient to meet life’s problems.  We need 
wisdom, which we have defined in this study as skillful living that flows from the fear of the Lord. In 
short, we need more than stored information in our brains, we need the ability to handle life with 
skill as we apply God’s wisdom to the demands we face.    
 
Kenneth Boa wrote in his book, Rewriting Your Broken Story: “Wisdom always relates to skill in 
the art of living and the ability to maintain every facet of our lives under the dominion of God. The 
greatest skill that anyone can achieve is the skill of living a godly life. The book of Proverbs, part of 
what is called ‘the wisdom literature,’ discusses all your relationships, how you deal with wealth and 
the ways in which you speak. Wisdom can inform every component of your life, and it must if you want 
to live by real moral or ethical standards. But you can only get this wisdom by developing an eternal 
perspective through the study of Scripture.” 
 
Let me just ask, “Are you hungering and thirsting for wisdom and understanding in your life?” 
“Are you entering a season of life that has you wondering how you are going to live for Christ in 
these days?”  Regardless of what situation you are in, or what demands you face, I would urge you 
to bring Proverbs continually to your mind. Meditate on what you read. Seek to apply these truths 
as you live your life. I base this pastoral plea on the solid rock of Scripture. Paul in 2 Timothy writes, 
 
“and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to 
make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is breathed out by God 
and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that 
the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:15-17) 
 
And in the introduction to Proverbs we read, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge;  
fools despise wisdom and instruction.” (Proverbs 1:7) 
 

I.  Proverbs Helps Us Close the “G_____ G____” 
Proverbs 10:23 “A fool finds pleasure in wicked schemes, but a person of understanding delights in 
wisdom.” 
 A.  What is the “G_________ G_____?” 
 
 B.  Are the Proverbs simply the Israelite version of Dr. Phil? 
  The Gospel in Proverbs 
 



 

**Jerry Bridges---Devotion to God consists of 3 essential elements: 
-The F____ of God- Proverbs 3:7 

 
  -The L____ of God- Exodus 34:6; I John 4 
 
  -The D____ for God- Proverbs 2:1-12; Psalm 27:4 

 
C.  The book of Proverbs ultimately is about growing wise in the salvation that is  
      found in the Messiah, Jesus.  

 
D.  Proverbs is a gift to aid us in sanctification. 

 

II.  Proverbs Provides L______ For Needed Change in Our Lives 

         Proverbs 12:18-28- 
 
 A.  U___________ Approaches to Change: 
  -False, misplaced expectations- (Proverbs 2:1-12) 
 
  -Self-Help regiments- (Proverbs 16:1-4) 
 
  -Your own personal moral code- (Proverbs 14:12) 
 
 B.  The P___________ of Wisdom is a Call for Change: 
  -From foolishness to wisdom  -From one who curses to one who honors 
  -From immorality to sexual purity -From contentious to peaceful 
  -From sinful speech to pure speech       -From laziness to diligence 
  -From self-indulgence to self-control 
   
  1.  Proverbs is a book that calls for change based upon faith in the Lord. 
                      (Proverbs 1:7; Proverbs 3:5,6; 22:17-21) 
 

2.  The New Testament pictures change in a believer’s life as “Putting Off” and  
      “Putting On.” 

 
3.  God transforms us as we understand and experience the power of the  
      Gospel and move forward in Spirit empowered obedience. Proverbs helps  
      us to grow wise in this pursuit. 

 

Conclusion  
When Solomon penned Proverbs, whether he realized it or not, the wisdom he emphasized really 
pointed to a greater reality. We discover in Proverbs that wisdom is not a thing, but is presented as 
a Person (1:20-33; 8:1-36; 9:1-6). Wisdom has a name. The Wisdom of God is Jesus Christ  
(I Corinthians 1:24, 30). Jesus would state in His public ministry that something greater than 
Solomon is here, which was a reference to Himself. (Matthew 12:42). We grow in wisdom as we 
grow in Christ. Look to Him, listen to Him, surrender your life to Him. He has pledged to redeem 
you, to change you to be more like Him, and to remain with you until the end, and beyond. 


