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___________________________________________________ 
 
Introduction  
This Resurrection Sunday comes at a time in our lives when the stakes couldn’t be higher. 
We have watched over the last few months as the Covid-19 virus has raced around the 
world. In its swath, it has brought destruction, upheaval, fear, tears, and death.  Many 
questions remain, but I believe the fundamental questions are, “How am I to understand 
events like this? Is there hope, substantial hope?” Whether you are infected by this virus, or a 
host of other maladies or calamities that could end your life, many are asking, ‘Is there hope 
for me?’” 
 
To these questions, we hold up the claims of the living and resurrected Christ. The most 
important piece of information, the most important fact in history, is that the tomb is 
empty. Either the Resurrection of Jesus Christ is the hope of the world, or we are of all 
people the most foolish, and worse still, hopelessly lost in our sins. We gather today and 
align ourselves with other believers around the world, and throughout human history in 
declaring, “He is Risen, He has Risen Indeed.” 
 
If Jesus remained decaying in the grave, there is no Christianity and no hope for humanity. 
If God can use the greatest evil in history (the crucifixion of Jesus) for the greatest good in 
history (His glory and our joy in salvation), you and I can trust Him in whatever pain we are 
facing today. 
 
I want to tether my thoughts this morning to the Gospel of John, which was written for the 
expressed purpose that you and I would believe. Believe what? I will let the Apostle John 
speak for Himself, as he wrote of his gospel record, “these are written so that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his 
name.” (John 20:31) 
 
It is with this reason I invite you to come with me this Easter Sunday to John 11 which 
presents the story of the raising of Lazarus. 
 
~John 11:1-44 
 
 

I.  When G_____ Comes Knocking on Your Door...(11:1-16, 35) 
 
 A. The love between Jesus, Lazarus, Martha, and Mary. 
 
 
 



 B.  Jesus’ Initial Response to Lazarus’s illness: 
  #1- v.4- This illness does not lead to death, It is for the glory of God, so  
     that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 

#2- v 5- I love you so much I’m not going to come- Jesus “stayed two days  
                longer.” 
 
#3- v. 14,15- To the disciples, “For your sake I am glad that I was not there, 
             so that you may believe.” 

  
C.  Jesus Wept (11:35), Why? What does this communicate to us about Jesus? 

 
 

II. Bringing the C_____ and P_______ of Jesus Into Your 
Life...(11:17-44) 
What are you going to do with Easter/Resurrection Sunday this year? 
 A.  Jesus Comes to Martha and Mary, v. 21, v. 32- “If you had been here...” 
 
 B.  “Your brother will rise again” (v. 23-26) 
 
11:25- “I AM THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE” ~ What Does this Mean? 
 
   *JESUS CHRIST IS GOD: One of Seven “I Am” statements which identify Jesus as God and  
    Messiah  
    
   *ETERNAL LIFE IS FOUND IN CHRIST ALONE: Belief in Christ means that you shall live  
     even if you die. 
   
   *JESUS HAS AUTHORITY OVER ALL THINGS: This claim means that you live in a  
     universe that is ruled, not careening out-of-control, or based on luck or fate.  
 

The raising of Lazarus (11:38-44) 
   
   *JESUS IS THE ONLY ONE QUALIFIED TO RESCUE YOU FROM THE WRATH TO COME    
    AND BRING YOU INTO HIS PRESENCE: To be in Christ, is to be redeemed, forgiven, and  
    received by God through the righteousness of Christ. 
   
   *DO YOU BELIEVE THIS? 
 
 

Conclusion 
Don’t put the message of Easter on the shelf. Don’t bury the message of Resurrection 
Sunday in the cluttered closet of your distracted mind. The Gospel is an urgent call to 
repent and believe. Life is fragile. Death is real. Judgment is coming. The Good News is that 
Jesus Christ has come and brought to this world what we could never achieve on our 
own...Salvation! The dying thief next to Jesus said to Him, “Jesus, remember me when you 
come into your kingdom.” (Luke 23:42). Anyone can pray that prayer to Christ. Anyone, 
even you. 


