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Introduction 	
Our journey in the book of Proverbs has taken us to a wide range of issues that every believer 
must consider in living out our faith.  Since a biblical understanding of wisdom refers to “skill in 
living,” or “skillful living,” rather than some philosophical idea of intelligence, the book of 
Proverbs is God’s wisdom guide for every follower of Jesus Christ. 
 
This morning we come to a topic in Proverbs that is well represented, and that is the topic of 
training children, or parenthood.  (13:24; 19:18; 22:15; 23:13–14; 29:17) 
 
When the Lord blesses you with a son or daughter, you begin one of the most challenging and 
joyful experiences in life. With that child, you have become a father or a mother, and it will take 
everything you’ve got to do it well unto the Lord.    
 
Training children was a dominant theme in Israel. We discover the Hebrew method of 
discipleship in Deuteronomy 6. This text is known as the great Shema (Hebrew for “hear”),  
 
“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5 You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your might. 6 And these words that I command you today shall be on 
your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your 
house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 8 You shall bind them 
as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 9 You shall write them on the 
doorposts of your house and on your gates.” 
 
I am always challenged by these verses and find it interesting that the setting for training 
children expressed in Deuteronomy 6 is not a lecture hall, nor a conference setting, nor a 
Livestream format, but the ebb and flow of daily life at home.  
 
Charles Swindoll wrote these powerful words which articulate what is really at stake with regard to 
training children, “Whatever else may be said about home, it is the bottom line of life, the anvil upon 
which attitudes and convictions are hammered out.  It is the place where life’s bills come due, the single 
most influential force in our earthly existence. No price tag can adequately reflect its value. No gauge 
can measure its ultimate influence…for good or ill.  It is at home, among family members, that we come 
to terms with circumstances. It is here life makes up its mind.” 
 
With this setting of family fixed in our minds, our text this morning is Proverbs 22:6 which 
states, “Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it.”  
Wow, what a calling!   
 
~Proverbs 22:6 



I.  What Does This Verse Mean? 
A.  The Common (Mis)understanding- 
 
B.  “Train up a child” 

  -Train means “to dedicate”- the idea of setting aside, narrowing, or hedging in.  
 

C.  “In the way he should go” 
 

D.  “..even when he is old he will not depart from it.” 
 
II.  How Do I/We Apply This To Our Family 

A.  L_____: Training in the Truth  
  *Objective Foundations for Life 
   1. The Truth of the Lord is T_____ 
 

2. The Love of the Lord is E_____ 
 
3. The Fear of the Lord is L____-O___ 

 
  *Life Skills for Success 
 

B.  God Gives the G____ and P____ of the Gospel to Family Life Which Brings  
     Shade for Your Children and Laughter in the Walls of Your Home. 
 

  *Ephesians 5-6- The Holy Spirit’s Power for Family Life 
 
  *Parental Dangers 
 

C.  S_______: The Goal of Parenting 
  1.  Not behavior modification 
  2.  Not self-esteem 
  3.  Not isolation from this world 

 4.  The goal of parenting is for your children to “taste and see that the Lord is  
                 good.” 

 
Conclusion 	
The demands, difficulties, discouragements, and confusion that come with parenting should drive us to our 
knees as we seek our great God. It was His idea for life to function within family, and He is not silent on how 
to move forward with confidence and hope. Because Jesus Christ is alive, we can face whatever may come. 
He is the foundation that will never be shaken. Come to Christ now by faith. Trust Him, who paid it all on 
Calvary’s beams, and then proved His claims by rising from the dead. He has promised to be with you always 
and to give you help for everything you face, even raising your children. 


