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Introduction	
We	return	tonight	to	John	15	which	is	part	of	larger	study	of	the	Upper	Room	conversations	
between	Jesus	and	the	disciples	on	the	eve	of	His	passion.		In	this	chapter,	we	discover	the	last	of	
the	“I	Am”	statements	in	John’s	gospel.	These	“I	Am”	statements	were	used	by	Jesus	to	express	His	
deity,	salvation,	and	compassion.		
	
In	John	15,	Jesus	refers	to	Himself	as	“the	vine,”	and	those	who	follow	Christ	He	refers	to	as	the	
“branches.”	(John	15:5)	In	salvation	we	have	been	grafted	into	God’s	own	life,	invited	to	draw	near	
in	fellowship	with	God	which	is	precisely	the	purpose	for	which	we	were	created.	For	the	believer	
in	Jesus	Christ,	our	fellowship	is	with	the	Father	and	with	His	Son	Jesus	Christ.	
	
But	instead,	many	believers	struggle	with	frustration	as	they	live	in	a	“Gap,”	as	Rankin	Wilbourne	
describes	it.		The	“Gap”	is	between	what	the	Bible	says	is	true	of	me	in	Christ	(I’m	forgiven,	
accepted,	secure,	adopted,	blessed),	and	the	struggle	to	see	these	glorious	truths	lived	out	in	my	life.		
	
This	chasm	between	what	I	believe	and	what	I	am	experiencing	can	breed	a	disillusionment,	
frustration,	and	cynicism	as	we	hear	of	how	abundant	and	full	life	in	Christ	is	supposed	to	be,	and	
yet	our	experience	is	dry	and	empty.			
	
Maybe	you’ve	said	in	resignation,	“I	don’t	know	how	to	get	back.”	
Maybe	you’ve	tried	the	“silver	bullets”	of	resolutions,	new	life	plans,	and	superficial	makeovers,	but	
these	have	not	delivered	with	sustained	change	and	growth	in	your	life.	
	
What	is	the	answer?		UNION	WITH	CHRIST	
	
This	evening	we	come	to	John	15	which	is	part	of	a	larger	journey	in	our	study	of	the	Upper	Room	
conversations	between	Jesus	and	His	disciples.		In	a	parting	message,	Jesus	makes	His	final	“I	am”	
statement	when	he	said	under	those	intense	circumstances,	“I	am	the	vine;	you	are	the	branches.”	
(v.	5)	Before	Jesus	would	leave	His	disciples,	He	calls	them	to	abide	in	Him	as	a	means	to	live	a	
fruitful	and	joyful	life.			
	
Union	with	Christ	connects	you	to	a	history	far	longer	than	you	could	ever	trace	on	a	family	tree.	It	
stretches	from	eternity	past	to	eternity	future	and	puts	everything	in	between	into	a	fresh	
perspective.		Let’s	draw	near	and	listen	to	this	teaching	of	Jesus	as	He	spends	His	last	hours	with	the	
disciples.	
	
~John	15:1-11	
 
 
 
 



I.  The Vine and the Vinedresser (15:1) 
V. 1- I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser.	
	
THE DANGER OF SUPERFICIALITY… 
	
II. I Am the Vine and You Are the Branches (15:3-5)	
15:3-5--“Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the 
branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the 
vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you 
can do nothing.” 
	
	
III. Abiding in Christ Day-By-Day For the Rest of     
     Your Life (15:4-10)	
	
	
IV. Abiding is What Brings Forth the Riches of  
    Union with Christ:	
 
   A.  v. 5,8- Much fruit, Father glorified, and proves that you are true  
          disciples 
 
   B.  v. 7-  Prayer access-  
 
   C.   v.9-   Abide in my love 
 
   D.  v.11- Christ’s joy in you, and your joy may be full	
“To bear genuine fruit, you must get as close to the True Vine, our Lord Jesus Christ, as you can.  Strip 
away all the things of the world. Put aside the sins that distract you and sap your energy. Put aside 
everything that robs you of a deep, personal, loving relationship with Jesus. Flee sin and live in God’s 
Word.”  John MacArthur 
	
I believe the key to this section is v. 16- “You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you 
that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of 
the Father in My name He may give to you.” 
	

*Chosen	for	Joy		
*Chosen	for	Love	
*Chosen	to	be	His	friends---v.	13	Greater	love	
*Chose	to	bear	fruit	that	remains---	v.16	

	
Is Christ the One your heart seeks most?	
 
Conclusion	
These words were spoken by Jesus to His disciples who believed on Him as the Son of God and Savior. They 
had committed themselves to Him as Savior and Lord of their lives.  For them to avoid being overwhelmed by 
their failures and discouragements, they would need to abide in Christ after He had gone. Jesus knew this 
was the message they needed most on the eve of His crucifixion.  


