
Return to Normal?
 
As I drove past my front yard on the way to work, I noticed how the recent rains had
made the green grass really begin to stick up through the tan, dead thatch of winter.  It
made me realize that spring was emerging, and I would need to start mowing the yard
more often.  And as we emerge from winter into spring, I also have a lot of hope that
we are emerging from the COVID-19 pandemic.  The numbers seem to indicate that,
and I’m beginning to talk to more people who have been vaccinated for the virus than
those who have not.  It’s funny how the names Pfizer, Moderna, and Johnson & Johnson
have become such a regular part of our vocabulary! 

My daughter posted something on Facebook the other day about whether or not we
would ever return to “normal”.  And of course, being in the mental health field, I’ve
become used to the term “new normal”.  With Easter coming up, it made me think
about whether anyone in the ancient Roman world during the pre-Jesus and post-Jesus
era wondered, like my daughter, if their world would ever return to “normal”.  Of
course, we now know that after Jesus came and was resurrected, the world has never
been the same, and many of us are much better because of it! 

Jesus’ death and resurrection altered society and the religious world in ways they could
have never imagined.  People who had never considered a relationship with God a
possibility were enlightened to the knowledge that they, and anyone, could have a
personal relationship with God, and through prayer, a direct line of communication to
the Creator of the universe.  Even people who had doubted the existence of God, as
well as those who preached against God, had to consider that their beliefs and ways of
thinking were being seriously challenged by the teachings of Jesus and the zeal and
power demonstrated by Jesus and His disciples. 

Society has been through many changes and has had to adjust and adapt to those
changes.  But the world has never seen a change like Jesus introduced more than 2000
years ago.  In many ways, the world is still dealing with the changes that Jesus brought
about, and thankfully so!  Jesus continues to be an influencer, a healer, a savior, and a
life-changer!  And we, as believers in Jesus, have a unique opportunity to introduce our
world to Jesus, as we emerge from this pandemic. The worlds of many people have
been turned upside down over the past year, and not just by COVID-19.  They may
never return to “normal”, but they may turn to God.  Let’s make ourselves available, to
tell them about Jesus, the biggest world-changer of them all!
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