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Day 11  - Forfeit My Agenda 
 

Read Luke 22:39-46 
 

“Father, if You are willing, take this cup away from Me — 
nevertheless, not My will, but Yours, be done.” 
Luke 22:42 (HCSB) 
 

Jesus was fully God and fully man. In this passage we see the humanity of Jesus as 
He struggles with the will of the Father in light of His imminent suffering and 
death. Jesus realized that in a few short hours He would carry the weight of the 
world’s sin in his body. The Scripture states that, “He who knew no sin became sin 
for us that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.” 
 
As Jesus prayed in the garden of Gethsemane, He prayed with such intensity that 
His “sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground.” (verse 44) On the one 
hand He wanted the Father to remove the cup of suffering. On the other He 
realized that same suffering and death was necessary for the salvation of precious 
souls and the fulfillment of the Father’s plan for Him. Therefore, He ultimately 
prayed, “Not my will but Yours be done.” 
 
Above all Jesus wanted the will of the Father to be carried out in His life. 
 
Pray today that you would be willing to lay down your own plans, preferences and 
your own agenda for your church in order that the plan of God might be carried 
out.  
 
Yield today to the work of the Holy Spirit in you. Submit to God as Jesus did, “Not 
my will but Yours be done”. 
  



Day 12  - Be Controlled by the Spirit 
 

“For those who live according to the flesh think about the 
things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, 
about the things of the Spirit.” Romans 8:5 (HCSB) 

 
I love to sit on the couch with my television remote control flipping channels. On 
my remote there are several buttons, one for the cable box, those for the 
television, and those for an audio system. Sometimes while I am watching cable, I 
will accidentally hit the audio system buttons and then the remote will not control 
the cable box. It takes me a moment to understand that I have by mistake 
touched the wrong button. 
 
The text in Romans 8:5 reminds me that by nature we are controlled by sinful 
desires. That we are created a sinner is not unbelievable to us because it is so 
easy to live life as a sinner, right?  
 
The text also tells us that those controlled by the Spirit respond in a spiritual way. 
In a normal day as things happen around us, how we respond shows which we are 
controlled by: our sinful nature or our spiritual nature. We must choose what 
controls us, whether sinful nature or spiritual nature.  
 
How would your life be different if every day you chose to be controlled by your 
spiritual nature? What about your church?  
 
Pray God will show you areas of your life you need to allow Him to control. Also, 
pray for the leaders in your church to be guided by Him. 
  



Day 13  - Forgive One Another 
 

Read Ephesians 4:25-32 
 

“And be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving 
one another, just as God also forgave you in Christ.”  
Ephesians 4:32 (HCSB) 

 
One thing we all have in common is that we have all been hurt by other people.  
 
Others have said or done things that have hurt us. Sometimes we have been hurt 
by what someone failed to say or do. The issue in life is not “will we be hurt” but 
“how will we respond when we are hurt by others?” 
 
The Scripture passage for today sites several possible responses that often 
accompany the hurts we encounter: anger (verse 26), bitterness, wrath, malice 
(verse 31). When we identify these things in our lives we are challenged to 
“remove” or “put away” these things. In place of these responses, we are called 
to choose the response of forgiveness. 
 

• Forgiveness is the way God has chosen to relate to us.  

• Forgiveness is the way God encourages us to relate to each other.  

• Forgiveness means we treat the person in the future as if they had not hurt 
us in the past. 

• Forgiveness involves refusing to relate to the person out of anger and 
bitterness. Forgiveness means we choose to extend grace to the person 
who hurt us. 

 
Have you harbored anger, bitterness, wrath or malice toward someone in your 
church? Take time today to confess that if you have. Choose with the help and 
grace of God to forgive that person. 
 
Ask God to identify the presence of unforgiveness in your life. Confess the sin of 
unforgiveness. Ask God to produce in your life a humility that honors Him. 
 
  



Day 14  - Raise Up New Leaders 
 

Read II Timothy 2:1-2 
 

“And what you have heard from me in the presence of 
many witnesses, commit to faithful men who will be able 
to teach others also.” II Timothy 2:2 (HCSB) 

 
One of the common needs voiced by pastors and church members is the need for 
more leaders. These concerned people of God are saying we need people to lead 
in the children’s programs, to work with youth, to do outreach, to give financially 
for the work of the church and on and on. But where will these leaders come 
from? 
 
Paul gives Timothy the answer concerning the need for more leaders: YOU raise 
them up.  
 
Christian leaders are made not born, and II Timothy 2:2 tells how to make one. 
Mature Christian leaders are to teach and train faithful people who can become 
leaders and then teach and train others. 
 
Are you willing to personally train another person in your church to become a 
leader or would you be willing to be trained yourself to eventually lead in some 
way in your church? 
 
Please pray today that God will give your congregation a vision and a plan for 
developing new leaders from within the church family. 
 

  



Day 15  - Teach Me to Love 
 

Read 1 Thessalonians 4:9-12 
 

“About brotherly love: You don’t need me to write you 
because you yourselves are taught by God to love one 
another.” I Thessalonians 4:9 (HCSB) 

 
Most problems in any church can be overcome by love. Love causes dissensions to 
be settled. Love prompts a church to serve the poor. Love moves us to do 
missions and evangelism. Love even makes us want to give more financially, work 
with children, paint the nursery walls, or build a new building for the youth. Love 
is the greatest motivator to church action of all types. But what if we just don’t 
have that much love? 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:9 gives hope to those of us who come up a little short in the 
love department. It reveals that God can teach us to love. Love is not so much an 
emotion to be experienced but an action to be taken. The greatest act of love in 
history was Christ on the cross.  
 
The good news for us is that the one who called Jesus to the cross can teach us to 
love people in our own congregation. Love really does change everything and is a 
real key to church revitalization. 
 
Would you ask God today to increase your love for a person, or group of people, 
in your church for which you do not feel much love? 
 
Consider praying a prayer like this: Dear God, I do not feel much love for 
_____________ (you know which name to put in the blank). I’m asking and 
counting on you to teach me to love ______________ the way you love him or 
her. Thank you for hearing my prayer prayed in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
 


