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Day 26  - Seek God First 
 
Read Matthew 6:33 
 

“But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, 
and all these things will be provided for you.” 
Matthew 6:33 (HCSB) 

 
A bank statement, a day planner, a church calendar, or a hospital stay often 
reveals our priorities. Misplaced priorities generally lead to hurt and confusion in 
our lives, marriages, families, and churches.  
 
Jesus gave His followers a simple and conditional promise. If believers would 
make the Father’s kingdom a priority, then they would lack for nothing in life. 
That’s a priceless guarantee! Unmet needs may be an indication that our 
priorities are out of order. 
 
Seeking God first says that we’re dependent on Him, that we’re desperate for 
Him, and that we’re dedicated to Him. The daily responsibilities of life, the 
challenge to raise godly children in an ungodly world, the pressures of the day, 
the ability to live in uncertain times testify that we need to see our decisions from 
God’s perspective. 
 
God’s perspective always takes into account the bigger picture which, of course, 
includes His Will.  Sometimes, we’re unable to see the forest for the trees.  God 
can.  He made the forest and their trees! 
 
As you consider your life, marriage, family, and church, are you seeking God first? 
What decisions are you facing at this moment? 
 
Take Jesus’ challenge and seek the Father’s kingdom first. Ask God to help you see 
your life, marriage, family, and ministry from His perspective.  



Day 27  - Consider What Others Think 
 
Read Romans 15:1-3 
 

“Each one of us must please his neighbor for his good, 
to build him up.” Romans 15:2 (HCSB) 

 
A church is a family made up of people who belong to God through faith in his 
Son, Jesus Christ. Each person in the church has an opinion about what he or she 
would like to see happening or not happening in his or her church. Trouble arises 
when those opinions clash and some are getting their way while others are not. 
 
Romans 15:2 tells us to make it our aim to please others in the church.  Trouble 
decreases when the members seek to join together around a mission and vision 
rather than each one pursuing his or her own desires.  
 
One way to consider the needs of others is to ask them what they would like to 
see happen in your church and why they wish to see this particular ministry or 
program come about. Peace in the church is enhanced when we lovingly consider 
the needs and desires of others in the church. 
 
In what ways are you seeking to promote the interest of others in your church? 
 
Consider praying today that God will give you opportunities to listen to the 
desires and wishes of someone in your church from an age category other than 
your own.  
 
Pray also that God will enable you to hear what is really important to them 
through this conversation. 
  



Day 28  - Pursue Church Unity 
 
Read Psalm 133:1-3 
 

“How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together 
in harmony!” Psalm 133:1 (HCSB) 

 
There are not many things more discouraging, or distasteful, than a heated church 
business meeting over a trivial issue. In that moment, when tensions are high and 
voices are raised, no issue seems trivial.  Everything is a “big deal”. 
 
Later on, however, when relationships have been severed and people have left 
the church over an issue regarding “taste” and not “substance”, those issues are 
then seen for what they truly were:  small. 
 
Consider, on the other hand, the beauty and pleasing atmosphere created in the 
vision described in Psalm 133. When a congregation is unified around knowing 
and serving God in the fulfillment of His purpose and vision for the church, it is a 
beautiful thing. Not only is God pleased with church “unity”, but also the people 
of God are at peace and enabled to experience the presence of the Holy Spirit in 
their work for the Lord. 
 
A church in bitter dispute within the body will not be effective in reaching any 
outside the body. 
 
As you move into revitalization, in what ways are you seeking to promote unity in 
your church? And is there anyone in your church family with whom you need to 
seek Christian reconciliation? 
 
Would you pray today that God will help you be a person of peace in your 
congregation? Consider praying that God will give you a peace-making, 
conciliatory spirit to aid your church as it moves forward toward revitalization. 
 

  



Day 29  - Love Your Leaders,  
Don’t Idolize Them 
 
Read 1 Corinthians 3:3-4 
 

For whenever someone says, “I’m with Paul,” and another, 
“I’m with Apollos,” are you not unspiritual people?” 
1 Corinthians 3:4 (HCSB) 

 
How many church pastors do you think have been compared to their predecessor 
with the comment, “Bro. so-and-so didn’t do it that way?” These comparisons are 
seldom helpful and make ministry difficult for the leader God has assigned to your 
congregation.  
 
While every church member should be encouraged to show “honor” to past 
ministers, we make a mistake when we begin to think that their approach to 
ministry and church leadership is the only approach God can use. 
  
The Corinthian Christians had division in the church because of different 
leadership personalities that God had used in their congregational life.  Paul 
brought the Gospel to them, but Apollos came later and built on the foundation 
Paul had laid. 
 
The members picked which side they were on - to the exclusion of the people 
who preferred the other. They became divided as some held on to their past 
while others embraced the present.  Paul pointed out their error and challenged 
them to put away favoritism.  
 
What is one thing you can do this week to honor your church pastor? Maybe this 
would be a good day to pray for him. 
 
You might consider praying that God will fill him with the Holy Spirit, restoring the 
joy of his salvation, affirming him in his calling, and refocusing him on the mission 
at hand. 
  



Day 30  - Become a Church Cheerleader 
 
Read Hebrews 10:24-25. 
 

“And let us be concerned about one another in order to 
promote love and good works, 25 not staying away from 
our worship meetings, as some habitually do, but encouraging 
each other, and all the more as you see the day drawing near.” 
Hebrews 10:24-25 (HCSB) 

 
The job of a cheerleader is to support the team and call the fans to action. Fans at 
a ball game can really make a difference as they cheer their team on to fight for 
victory.  
 
In church, while each of us has a part on the team, we also have a part like that of 
a fan. Sometimes we are in the game, while at other times we are in the stands 
cheering for those who are working hard for the sake of Christ’s mission. 
 

a) We cheer each other on when we affirm the way God is using one of our 
brothers or sisters in the work of ministry.  

b) We cheer our team when we “amen” the truth spoken from the pulpit by 
the pastor.  

c) We cheer the team when we participate joyfully in worship.  
d) We applaud those who give testimony as they overcome the world’s 

influence in their life. 
 
The positive attitude of one person can make a real difference as that individual 
vocalizes his or her support of the team in the hallways and gatherings of the 
congregation. 
 
What is coming up, or happening now, in the life of your church for which you can 
offer your vocal support? 
 
Pray today that God will show you ways you can support your church vocally with 
encouraging words as you move toward congregational revitalization. 


