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This morning, we are continuing our study of the Book of Daniel.  And, even if you aren’t familiar with 

the book of Daniel, you may be familiar with the stories he records about the events of his life.  Like 

being rescued from the lions’ den and God literally produced the writing on the wall.  But, as much as 

Daniel is known for amazing stories, most of this book focuses on prophetic visions and messages 

God made known to and through Daniel.  Daniel lived 500-600 years before the birth of Jesus and 

God gave him some of the most vivid prophecies about world events that have ever been recorded.  

Many of those events have already come to pass. 

 

As a matter of fact, 9 of the 12 chapters in this book focus on some kind of prophetic message about 

the future, (chapters 2, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10-12). 

 

And the final vision just so happens to be the longest and most detailed in the entire book.  Chapters 

10, 11, and 12 are one big, detailed vision God gave Daniel.  So, we will spend the next few weeks 

unpacking this last vision, one section at a time.  And I’m going to warn you, this last section isn’t for 

the faint of heart. 

 

Daniel 10:1 

10:1 In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a word was revealed to Daniel, who was named 

Belteshazzar. And the word was true, and it was a great conflict. And he understood the word 

and had understanding of the vision.  

 

Daniel says the vision was about a great conflict, or war.  I find that interesting because this vision 

actually talks about a lot of wars.  In chapter 11, God shows Daniel a series of prophecies about 

future conflicts that will culminate at the end of time and the final battle when Jesus returns to this 

earth.  So, what gives?  Is this vision about one war or lots of wars?  I believe what Daniel is telling us 

is that all the conflicts in this world are part of one, big war – the battle between God and His enemy, 

Satan…the war between the Kingdom of God and the kingdom of darkness. 

 

Daniel 10:2-4 

2 In those days I, Daniel, was mourning for three weeks. 3 I ate no delicacies, no meat or wine 

entered my mouth, nor did I anoint myself at all, for the full three weeks. 4 On the twenty-

fourth day of the first month, as I was standing on the bank of the great river (that is, the 

Tigris) 

 

So, Daniel is in a period of mourning in which he fasts and prays intensely for 3 weeks.  And, if you 

remember our last study about the 70 weeks, you might be wondering how long these weeks were.  

Well, in the original language of the Bible, this passage specifies that it was 3 weeks of days.  So, this 

is three weeks, or 21 days.  Keep that in mind because I’ll refer to it again before we are done. 

 



Daniel 10:5-9 

5 I lifted up my eyes and looked, and behold, a man clothed in linen, with a belt of fine gold 

from Uphaz around his waist. 6 His body was like beryl, his face like the appearance of 

lightning, his eyes like flaming torches, his arms and legs like the gleam of burnished bronze, 

and the sound of his words like the sound of a multitude. 7 And I, Daniel, alone saw the vision, 

for the men who were with me did not see the vision, but a great trembling fell upon them, and 

they fled to hide themselves. 8 So I was left alone and saw this great vision, and no strength 

was left in me. My radiant appearance was fearfully changed, and I retained no strength. 

9 Then I heard the sound of his words, and as I heard the sound of his words, I fell on my face 

in deep sleep with my face to the ground.  

 

As Daniel is in a season of intense prayer and fasting, he takes a walk down by the river.  And as he 

looks out over the river, a heavenly being appears before him.  Verse 8 says it was a fearful 

encounter that caused Daniel to fall down as though he was dead. 

 

So, the big question here is who is this heavenly being?  Some people say it’s an angel while others 

say that it’s Jesus.  Let me show you why I believe this is a pre-incarnate appearance of Christ. 

 

A vision of Jesus 

Daniel has already encountered angels.  None of them match this description.  There’s something 

uniquely different about this person.  Here is a basic description of this heavenly being: 

• Clothed in linen 

• A gold belt around His waist 

• His body was shining like beryl (a brilliant gemstone) 

• Face was bright like lightning 

• Eyes like fire 

• Arms and legs like burnished bronze 

• Voice like the sound of a multitude  

• His presence caused Daniel to collapse as though he was dead 

 

Now, keep that description in mind.  And, at the beginning of the book of Revelation, the Apostle John 

has an encounter with the risen and glorified Jesus.  Listen to John’s description and see if it sounds 

familiar. 

 

Revelation 1:13–18 

13 and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe and with a 

golden sash around his chest. 14 The hairs of his head were white, like white wool, like snow. His 

eyes were like a flame of fire, 15 his feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his 

voice was like the roar of many waters…17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. 

 

That’s nearly an exact match of the vision of Daniel.  I’m convinced Daniel and John both had a vision 

of the glorified Jesus who is God.  So, why would anyone think this is just an angel?  In verse 11, the 

messenger says he was sent.  That’s actually the meaning of the word “angel.”  An angel is a sent 

messenger.  Verse 13 says that he was withstood for 21 days before he could get to Daniel.  As a 

matter of fact, he says that it wasn’t until the angel Michael came to help him that he was able to 



overcome the resistance.  Jesus is the all-powerful God who doesn’t need the power of angels to 

overcome anything.  So, how can this be Jesus if verses 11 and 13 make it seems like it’s just an 

angel talking? 

 

I believe the answer is found in verse 10:  And behold, a hand touched me and set me trembling on 

my hands and knees. 

 

Verse 10 says “a” hand.  Not “His” hand.  The being in verse 10 does not have to be the same being 

as verses 5-9.  I believe it’s an angel who is awakening Daniel and relaying the message from Jesus.  

And that’s a similar dynamic to the one we find in the book of Revelation.  Revelation starts with a 

vision of Jesus, but transitions (17:1; 22:1-6) to an angel who comes to John to relay the message of 

the vision.  And that’s what seems to be happening here.  By the time you get to the end of Daniel’s 

vision in chapter 12, multiple angels are on the banks of the river, like Daniel.  But Jesus is still 

gloriously above the waters.  So, I believe Jesus is the person Daniel sees here and that one of the 

angels on the banks of the river was close enough to put a hand on his shoulder and relay the vision 

from Jesus. 

 

And I just want to take a minute to reflect on something we see here that is consistent throughout the 

Scriptures.  Jesus is fearfully glorious.  When people have a close encounter with Jesus, they 

aren’t casual or flippant or trite.  Daniel isn’t a new convert here.  He is an 80 something-year-old 

saint who has walked with God in historically powerful ways.  But, when he sees Jesus unveiled, it 

nearly kills him. 

 

And, church, I believe many of us (including me) need a fresh encounter with the real and living 

Jesus.  Far too many of us who claim to worship Jesus live with a casual, flippant, nominal view of 

Christ.  Jesus isn’t a cosmic Mr. Rogers.  He isn’t a harmless, weak pushover who is too timid to 

make waves.  He is the fearfully glorious God who made the heavens and the earth.  And of all the 

things that can happen when you encounter the real Jesus, treating Him marginally isn’t an option. 

 

What would it look like if you began to pray for a fresh encounter with the real and living Jesus?  What 

if you began to ask God to allow your heart to see Jesus for who He truly is…to have a sober, 

serious, stop-you-dead-in-your-tracks vision of Jesus that would change the way you leave this room 

and live each and every day?  There is no one like Jesus.  He is fearfully and wonderfully glorious. 

 

And before we move on, I just want to tell you something we will see about this vision in the weeks to 

come.  This vision of conflict begins by focusing on the glorious Jesus and it ends in chapter 12 by 

focusing on the glorious Jesus and the prophecies of chapter 11 culminate with Jesus coming again 

and bringing all the conflicts of this world to an end and bringing eternal victory to His people. 

 

So, let me summarize everything we’ve seen so far:  this vision of conflict reveals the glory of Jesus 

who will bring victory to His people. 

 

 

 

 



Daniel 10:11 

11 And he said to me, “O Daniel, man greatly loved, understand the words that I speak to you, 

and stand upright, for now I have been sent to you.” And when he had spoken this word to 

me, I stood up trembling. 

 

The angel reaches out to strengthen Daniel.  And what is the message that gives Daniel strength and 

brings Him to his feet?  “You are greatly loved.”  Listen to me friend, this fearfully glorious Jesus loves 

you more than words can say.  If you want to know how much you are loved, just look to the cross.  

God demonstrated His love for us in that while we were still sinners, the one and only glorious Jesus 

came to this earth to die for your sin and mine. 

 

If you’ve never received God’s love, I pray you will do that today.  The most glorious person in all of 

existence, Jesus Christ, loves you enough to die for your sins so you could be forgiven and restored 

to God if you will simply trust in Him as your Savior and bow before Him as Lord.  In Christ, you are 

greatly loved…just like Daniel. 

 

Daniel 10:12-21 

 12 Then he said to me, “Fear not, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your heart to 

understand and humbled yourself before your God, your words have been heard, and I have 

come because of your words. 13 The prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me twenty-

one days, but Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, for I was left there with the 

kings of Persia, 14 and came to make you understand what is to happen to your people in the 

latter days. For the vision is for days yet to come.”  

15 When he had spoken to me according to these words, I turned my face toward the ground 

and was mute. 16 And behold, one in the likeness of the children of man touched my lips. 

Then I opened my mouth and spoke. I said to him who stood before me, “O my lord, by reason 

of the vision pains have come upon me, and I retain no strength. 17 How can my lord’s servant 

talk with my lord? For now no strength remains in me, and no breath is left in me.”  

18 Again one having the appearance of a man touched me and strengthened me. 19 And he 

said, “O man greatly loved, fear not, peace be with you; be strong and of good courage.” And 

as he spoke to me, I was strengthened and said, “Let my lord speak, for you have 

strengthened me.” 20 Then he said, “Do you know why I have come to you? But now I will 

return to fight against the prince of Persia; and when I go out, behold, the prince of Greece will 

come. 21 But I will tell you what is inscribed in the book of truth: there is none who contends 

by my side against these except Michael, your prince.  

 

Okay.  So, remember what Daniel said this vision was about.  It’s about a great conflict.  And here is 

the first great conflict mentioned. 

 

This angel tells Daniel that he was withstood for 21 days by someone he calls the “prince of Persia.”  

So, who is the prince of Persia?  Well, the human ruler of Persia is mentioned by name in verse 1.  

It’s King Cyrus.  But this prince of Persia is someone different…someone who was able to resist an 

angel and fight against him for 3 weeks.  But that’s not all we see.  Verse 13 says that another prince 

came to help the angelic messenger fight against the prince of Persia.  He says it was Michael, one of 



the chief princes.  Verse 21 says that Michael is ”your prince.”  The word “your” is plural there.  He is 

talking about Daniel’s people, the Jews.  So, Michael is the prince of the Jewish people. 

 

Chapter 12, verse 1 says this…“At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who has charge of 

your people. And there shall be a time of trouble, such as never has been since there was a nation till 

that time. But at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone whose name shall be found 

written in the book.” 

 

That’s talking about the end of time and the great tribulation that will occur before Jesus comes again.  

So, Michael isn’t a mortal prince.  He is an angelic being who has been given oversight of the Jewish 

people. 

 

That means the princes in this passage aren’t human princes.  They are angelic beings who have 

been assigned to influence the human kingdoms of this earth.  Some angels have been assigned by 

God to serve His purpose among the nations.  Others are fallen angels, or demonic spirits, that have 

been assigned to nations and territories to oppose God’s purpose among the nations. 

 

What we are seeing here is that there is a spiritual battle that is raging in the heavenly realm.  It’s a 

battle that will occur until Jesus comes again to banish Satan to hell for eternity.  Don’t miss what’s 

going on here: before Jesus shows Daniel the prophecies about earthly conflicts in chapter 11, He 

wants Daniel (and us) to know that there is one, great conflict that is occurring in this world today.  It’s 

a spiritual battle between God and His enemy, and that war will rage until Jesus comes to bring 

victory to His people forever. 

 

And that gives us the big idea for us this morning:  We are living in a spiritual war, and only Jesus 

can give us victory. 

 

Listen, friend, there is a spiritual war that is real and is raging all around us.  That spiritual battle is 

influencing the course of the nations and the circumstances of your life.  The things that are 

happening in our world aren’t just happening.  They are being influenced by Satanic influences that 

are opposed to the work of Jesus in this world.  Every day, it seems like I read a headline that is even 

more crazy and bizarre than the day before.  Sometimes I read about the darkness and sin that is so 

rampant in our nation, and I wonder, “Where in the world did that come from?”  I’ll tell you where the 

godless ideologies and world dynamics are coming from…from the pit of hell and the enemy of God. 

 

Listen, to the way Paul says it in Ephesians 6: 

 

Ephesians 6:10–12 (ESV) 

10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, 

that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against 

flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this 

present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 

 

The devil and his demonic army are at work to thwart the work of God in your life.  They are waging 

war against you this very moment.  Whether you have ever realized it or not, you are living in a war. 



 

• Your enemy, the devil, is a tempter trying to lure you into sin.  (Genesis 3; Matthew 4)   

• He is a liar trying to deceive you and blind you to the truth of the gospel and who we are in Christ.  

(John 8:44; Revelation 12:9; 2 Corinthians 4:4).  

• He is a slave master trying to keep you in bondage to things that will keep you from experiencing 

the life Jesus died to give you.  (Galatians 4:8).   

• 1 Peter 5:8 says “Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a 

roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.” 

 

You are living in a war.  You are under attack.  And the question I want to ask you this morning is this:  

Are you living like you are at war?  Are you living as though there is an enemy who is trying to destroy 

your life, your marriage, your children, your friends and co-workers?  Are you living like every day 

holds a very real battle opposing the work of Christ in and around you?  Are you fighting the real 

enemy or living in strife with the people around you? 

 

Are you living like you are at war?  So, what do we do?  How do we live in victory against the Satanic 

forces of darkness that are at work all around us? 

 

1. Place your trust in Jesus. 

 

Ephesians 6:10 - Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 

 

The only way to live in victory is through the power of Jesus.  You can’t fight the enemy on your own.  

If a mighty angel needed help to overcome the enemy’s resistance, what makes us think we can 

stand in our own strength? 

 

If you will place your faith and trust in Jesus, He promises to live His life through you in the power of 

the Holy Spirit.  The only way to live in victory is through the power of Christ in you.  As a matter of 

fact, Paul describes the armor God has given us to withstand the enemy and it all points to Jesus. 

 

Ephesians 6:13–17 

13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and 

having done all, to stand firm. 14 Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put 

on the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given 

by the gospel of peace. 16 In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can 

extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; 17 and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of 

the Spirit, which is the word of God, 

 

Every part of the armor is really just a reference to what we have in Jesus. 

• The belt of truth is the truth about Jesus.  He is the way, the truth, and the life.  So, you are 

armed for battle by knowing and believing the truth about Jesus that is found in the word of 

God, the Bible. 

• The breastplate of righteousness is the righteousness we have because of Jesus.  He gives us 

His righteousness and His power to live in righteousness. 



• The shoes of the gospel of peace means we live in readiness by walking in the truth of the 

gospel of Jesus. 

• The shield of faith is simply a call to hold on to the person and promises of Jesus by faith…to 

live by faith in the Son of God. 

• The helmet of salvation is the knowledge that we are saved by Jesus and His work, not our 

own. 

• And the sword of the Spirit is the word of God that tells us about Jesus. 

 

It all points to Jesus.  That means the best way to fight our enemy is not to fixate on our enemy or to 

fixate on angels or to look for a demon behind everything in your life.  The best way to fight our 

enemy is to focus our hearts on Jesus each and every day.  You are no match against the demonic 

forces trying to destroy your life, but they are no match against Christ in you!  

 

That’s why we go to God’s word.  That’s why we memorize Scripture.  That’s why we think about and 

sing about and talk about the truth of the gospel.  That same glorious Jesus that appeared to Daniel 

2500 years ago is willing to live in victory through you, if you will look to Him each and every day. 

 

Jesus is our power! Jesus is our armor!  Jesus is our victory! So, place your trust in the power of 

Jesus to do for you what only He can do. 

 

2. Pray in the Spirit 

 

Ephesians 6:18 - praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. 

 

God hears and answers the prayers of His people.  Remember what we saw in the life of Daniel.  

How long was he in prayer and fasting?  21 days.  How long did it take for the angel to overcome the 

spiritual forces of darkness and get to Daniel?  21 days.  That’s not a coincidence.  God used the 

prayers of Daniel to impact the spiritual battle in the heavenly realm. 

 

And, when Paul says to put on the whole armor of God in your battle against the enemy, He says we 

should be praying at all times in the Spirit.  And remember, the sword of the Spirit is the word of God, 

so praying in the Spirit includes praying the word of God…claiming His promises by faith and aligning 

your requests with His word. 

 

We talked about this several weeks ago when we studied Daniel’s prayer in chapter 9.  Spiritual 

power comes when our prayers are grounded in God’s word.  After that message, I got an email from 

a dear sister in Christ.  She told me that her family had been walking through a difficult season with 

one of their children.  He had experienced trauma that was contributing to serious behavioral issues.  

They were getting calls almost daily to come get him from school because he was lashing out in 

anger, destroying property and disrupting all of his classes.  So, the family went to the word of God 

and asked for specific Scriptures they could claim by faith in prayer for him.  And, the very day they 

began to pray the word of God in faith for their child, the calls from school stopped…kind of.  They 

actually got calls from school asking what had happened to change this little boy.  One teacher 

wondered if they had started a new medication. 

 



Listen to what she wrote… the power of agreeing God’s word and will over this child has us all 

wielding the sword of the Spirit with a newfound faith and strength to keep on keeping on! 

 

That’s called praying in the Spirit.  That’s what Jesus meant when He said… 

 

Mark 9:29 

29 And he said to them, “This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer.” 

 

You’ve heard in the news about the Chinese surveillance balloon that was shot down by a missile.  

What if you believed your prayers, when they are loading with the weapon of Scripture are 

empowered by God to fly through the air and destroy the strongholds of our enemy?  They are.  And I 

firmly believe it’s one of the reasons the enemy is gaining so much ground in record speed in our 

nation.  America is not a nation of prayer, certainly not prayer that is grounded in God’s word and 

empowered by the Holy Spirit. 

 

 


