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Imagine you have access to an old letter that was written in the 1600s.  And, as you begin to read 

that letter, you realize it has predictions about the United States of America, a nation that didn’t exist 

at the time.  It said that the north and south would go to war…and the president would be killed.  That 

two presidents would be killed.  That two fathers would be in charge and their sons would take their 

place. 

 

And, what if the biggest prediction of all was at the end of the letter, where it predicted events that 

would bring an end to the world?  And, what if it offered a plan for you and your family to be saved 

from destruction?  Would you want to read a letter like that?  Would you try to understand it? 

 

You all probably know that the north and south went to war.  And you probably know the two 

presidents who were killed, Lincoln and Kennedy.  You might struggle to remember the fathers and 

sons who served as presidents…the Adamses and the Bushes.  But, as it became clear that the letter 

was legit and every prediction had come true, I would imagine that you’d pay attention to the one big 

event that hadn’t taken place, yet. 

 

Well, if you have your bibles open to Daniel 11, you are looking at a message just like that.  This 

chapter is part of a vision God gave Daniel over 500 years before the birth of Jesus.  It includes over 

135 fulfilled prophecies.  And you would think it would make for a blast of a Bible study, but most 

preachers avoid these sections of the Bible like the plague.  This passage is hard to teach because it 

deals with ancient history that the vast majority of people never learned.  It’s almost like you have to 

do a history lesson alongside a Bible study just to get anything out of it. 

 

And I’m basically going to do just that.  I’ll hit the historical high notes just to give you an idea of what 

is going on in this passage.  If you want to dig a little deeper, here are some links to other websites 

you can study on your own: 

https://israelmyglory.org/article/whos-who-in-daniel-11/ 

https://www.preceptaustin.org/daniel_11_commentary1 

 

Let’s pick up where we left off last week. 

 

Daniel 11:2 

2 “And now I will show you the truth. Behold, three more kings shall arise in Persia, and a 

fourth shall be far richer than all of them. And when he has become strong through his riches, 

he shall stir up all against the kingdom of Greece. 

 

Chapter 10 says Cyrus was king of Persia at the time of this vision.  Four kings after Cyrus was 

Xerxes, also known as Ahasuerus (ruled 486-465 B.C.).  He was the king who took Esther to be his 

wife.  And, just like this prophecy describes, he was rich and strong.  He also launched a major 

https://israelmyglory.org/article/whos-who-in-daniel-11/
https://www.preceptaustin.org/daniel_11_commentary1


military campaign against Greece.  So, long before these events occurred, God described them in 

perfect detail.  And history records it happened just like God said it would. 

 

Daniel 11:3-4 

3 Then a mighty king shall arise, who shall rule with great dominion and do as he wills. 4 And 

as soon as he has arisen, his kingdom shall be broken and divided toward the four winds of 

heaven, but not to his posterity, nor according to the authority with which he ruled, for his 

kingdom shall be plucked up and go to others besides these.  

 

This mighty king is Alexander the Great of the Greek Empire (ruled 336-323 B.C.). Just like this 

prophecy describes, he did whatever he wanted.  As one of the greatest military leaders in the history 

of the world, he conquered the known world in less than a decade.  But, he didn’t live long after he 

had conquered the world.  And, after he died, his kingdom was divided into four parts with each part 

going to four of Alexander’s military leaders rather than his descendants (v. 4 - posterity).  So, once 

again, history records it happened just like God said it would. 

 

Daniel 11:5-6 

5 “Then the king of the south shall be strong, but one of his princes shall be stronger than he 

and shall rule, and his authority shall be a great authority. 6 After some years they shall make 

an alliance, and the daughter of the king of the south shall come to the king of the north to 

make an agreement. But she shall not retain the strength of her arm, and he and his arm shall 

not endure, but she shall be given up, and her attendants, he who fathered her, and he who 

supported her in those times.  

 

Two parts of Alexander’s old empire became particularly dominant.  Those kingdoms are referred to 

here as the north and the south.  The northern kingdom is known as the Seleucid Empire, located in 

Syria.  The southern kingdom is known as the Ptolemaic Empire and was located in Egypt.  And there 

was a little piece of land that was right in the middle of those two kingdoms.  Can you guess what that 

land was?  It was the land of Israel.  So, whenever the northern and southern kingdoms would fight, 

their conflicts would engulf the people of Israel.  It’s like sitting in between your brothers in the back 

seat of the car.  Any fight they had was a fight you were in whether you wanted to be or not. 

 

At one point, the northern and southern kingdoms tried to form an alliance (250 B.C.).  The southern 

king (Ptolemy II) had a daughter named Berenice.  She married the king of the northern kingdom 

(Antiochus II Theos).  They had a son together who was supposed to become king.  However, there 

was one small problem.  The northern king had another wife who didn’t take kindly to the new queen 

and her son.  So, she had them all killed.  Just like verse 6 predicted, Berenice and her husband and 

their son did not endure.  Once again, history records it happened just like God said it would. 

 

Daniel 11:7-9 

7 “And from a branch from her roots one shall arise in his place. He shall come against the 

army and enter the fortress of the king of the north, and he shall deal with them and shall 

prevail. 8 He shall also carry off to Egypt their gods with their metal images and their precious 

vessels of silver and gold, and for some years he shall refrain from attacking the king of the 



north. 9 Then the latter shall come into the realm of the king of the south but shall return to his 

own land.  

 

When verse 7 says “a branch from her roots shall arise in his place,” that’s talking about someone 

from Berenice’s family of origin.  History tells us that her brother (Ptolemy III Eurgetes; 246-221 B.C.) 

took the throne of their father in the south.  And, in retaliation for his sister’s murder, he attacked the 

northern kingdom (246-241 B.C.).  Just like verse 8 says, he captured and looted the capital of the 

northern kingdom and took back their treasures to Egypt.  Once again, history records it happened 

just like God said it would. 

 

Daniel 11:10-13 

10 “His sons shall wage war and assemble a multitude of great forces, which shall keep 

coming and overflow and pass through, and again shall carry the war as far as his fortress. 

11 Then the king of the south, moved with rage, shall come out and fight against the king of 

the north. And he shall raise a great multitude, but it shall be given into his hand. 12 And when 

the multitude is taken away, his heart shall be exalted, and he shall cast down tens of 

thousands, but he shall not prevail. 13 For the king of the north shall again raise a multitude, 

greater than the first. And after some years he shall come on with a great army and abundant 

supplies.  

 

Over the next 20 years or so, the battles continued.  Both kingdoms assembled huge armies.  

According to the historian Polybius, the southern forces consisted of 70,000 infantry, 5,000 cavalry, 

and 73 elephants.  Elephants were like the Sherman tanks of the ancient world.  The northern army 

had 62,000 infantry, 6,000 cavalry, and 102 elephants. 

 

Like verse 13 predicts, the northern kingdom ultimately prevailed.  So, once again, history records it 

happened just like God said it would. 

 

Daniel 11:14-19 

14 “In those times many shall rise against the king of the south, and the violent among your 

own people shall lift themselves up in order to fulfill the vision, but they shall fail. 15 Then the 

king of the north shall come and throw up siegeworks and take a well-fortified city. And the 

forces of the south shall not stand, or even his best troops, for there shall be no strength to 

stand. 16 But he who comes against him shall do as he wills, and none shall stand before him. 

And he shall stand in the glorious land, with destruction in his hand. 17 He shall set his face to 

come with the strength of his whole kingdom, and he shall bring terms of an agreement and 

perform them. He shall give him the daughter of women to destroy the kingdom, but it shall 

not stand or be to his advantage. 18 Afterward he shall turn his face to the coastlands and 

shall capture many of them, but a commander shall put an end to his insolence. Indeed, he 

shall turn his insolence back upon him. 19 Then he shall turn his face back toward the 

fortresses of his own land, but he shall stumble and fall, and shall not be found.  

 

Verse 14 says that a group of violent men from Daniel’s people will lift themselves up, but they will 

fail.  Basically, a group of Jews got tired of being caught in the crossfire of these two kingdoms and 



decided to take matters into their own hands.  They joined forces with the king of the north, a man 

named Antiochus III.  They ultimately failed (198 B.C). 

 

But Antiochus tried to negotiate peace with the southern kingdom from Egypt.  Just like verse 17 

says, he gave his daughter (Cleopatra) to the king of Egypt (Ptolemy V).  He thought she would help 

him gain influence over Egypt.  But, like verse 17 predicted, his plan didn’t work out to his advantage 

because she really loved her new husband and was loyal to him.  Antiochus III chased the Egyptians 

all the way to the Phoenician coast, where they finally surrendered. 

 

Then, just like verse 18 says, Antiochus III turned his attention to conquering the nations along the 

coast of the Mediterranean.  But the Roman Empire was starting to emerge as the new world power.  

They confronted Antiochus on his way back to his capital.  They made him surrender a large part of 

his army and they took a significant portion of his territory (188 B.C.).  Once he got back home, he 

was killed by an angry mob (187 B.C).  Or, as verse 19 puts it, he stumbled and fell and was not to be 

found. 

 

Once again, history records it happened just like God said it would. 

 

Daniel 11:20 

20 “Then shall arise in his place one who shall send an exactor of tribute for the glory of the 

kingdom. But within a few days he shall be broken, neither in anger nor in battle.  

 

Antiochus’ successor was a man named Seleucus IV Philopator.  Great name if you’re expecting a 

son.  He is known for appointing a tax collector who traveled around collecting taxes to pay to the 

Roman Empire.  Seleucus IV Philopator had a short reign.  Like this verse says, he wasn’t killed in 

battle, he was poisoned by his tax collector.  And you think our IRS is up to something suspicious. 

 

Once again, history records it happened just like God said it would. 

 

Daniel 11:21 

21 In his place shall arise a contemptible person to whom royal majesty has not been given. 

He shall come in without warning and obtain the kingdom by flatteries. 22 Armies shall be 

utterly swept away before him and broken, even the prince of the covenant. 23 And from the 

time that an alliance is made with him he shall act deceitfully, and he shall become strong with 

a small people. 24 Without warning he shall come into the richest parts of the province, and he 

shall do what neither his fathers nor his fathers’ fathers have done, scattering among them 

plunder, spoil, and goods. He shall devise plans against strongholds, but only for a time. 

 

After Seleucus IV Philopator died, his brother, Antiochus IV Epiphanes (175-163 B.C.), took his place.  

We talked a lot about him in chapter 8.  He called himself Epiphanes…which means “illustrious one.”  

He claimed to be the manifestation of God.  I’m not a psychologist but I think he was a bit of a 

narcissist.  And, just like these verses describe, he was terrible to the Jews.  One account from 

history says he had 80,000 Jewish men, women and children killed during his attack on Jerusalem. 

 

 



Daniel 11:25-28 

 25 And he shall stir up his power and his heart against the king of the south with a great 

army. And the king of the south shall wage war with an exceedingly great and mighty army, 

but he shall not stand, for plots shall be devised against him. 26 Even those who eat his food 

shall break him. His army shall be swept away, and many shall fall down slain. 27 And as for 

the two kings, their hearts shall be bent on doing evil. They shall speak lies at the same table, 

but to no avail, for the end is yet to be at the time appointed. 28 And he shall return to his land 

with great wealth, but his heart shall be set against the holy covenant. And he shall work his 

will and return to his own land.  

 

The king of Egypt at the time, Ptolemy VI, tried to overthrow Antiochus Epiphanes.  But, Ptolemy’s 

trusted advisors were plotting against him, just like verses 27-28 describe.  Ptolemy VI was taken 

captive by Antiochus Epiphanes.  While he was imprisoned, his brother became ruler of the Ptolemaic 

Empire in Egypt.  He was known as Ptolemy VII.  That caused Ptolemy VI to begin plotting together 

with Antiochus Epiphanes to take the Egyptian throne.  That’s why verse 27 refers to the two kings 

being bent on doing evil.  But, they didn’t succeed because they weren’t really plotting together, they 

were deceiving each other.  Or, as verse 27 says, they spoke lies at the same table.  Eventually, 

Ptolemy VI returned to his homeland and formed an alliance with his brother, Ptolemy VII. 

 

Once again, history records it happened just like God said it would. 

 

Daniel 11:29–35 

29 “At the time appointed he shall return and come into the south, but it shall not be this time 

as it was before. 30 For ships of Kittim shall come against him, and he shall be afraid and 

withdraw, and shall turn back and be enraged and take action against the holy covenant. He 

shall turn back and pay attention to those who forsake the holy covenant.  

 

Notice that phase, “at the appointed time.”  That’s a phrase the Bible uses to describe God’s 

Sovereign power.  It was at the time God appointed that Jesus was born.  It was at the appointed time 

that Jesus died.  It will be at the appointed time that Jesus comes again.  This is telling us that these 

aren’t just random events.  They are under the Sovereign power and plan of God. 

 

Antiochus Epiphanes decided to try and attack Egypt again (168 B.C.).  This time, he wasn’t 

successful.  Kittim was an ancient term for Cyprus, which was a stronghold of the Roman Empire.  

They came to confront Antiochus and defeated him.  Antiochus was humiliated and enraged and he 

had to take his fury out on something.  That something was the nation of Israel and the Jews, the 

people of God’s holy covenant. 

 

Once again, history records it happened just like God said it would. 

 

Daniel 11:31 

31 Forces from him shall appear and profane the temple and fortress, and shall take away the 

regular burnt offering. And they shall set up the abomination that makes desolate.  

 



We talked in detail about this in chapter 8, but Antiochus Epiphanes brought unthinkable persecution 

to the Jews.  He killed thousands of people.  He took over the Temple of God and set up false gods in 

the holy place.  He even sacrificed pigs on the altar (Chislev/December 25, 167 B.C.).  That’s the 

abomination that makes desolate referred to in verse 31. 

 

Once again, history records it happened just like God said it would. 

 

Daniel 11:32-35 

32 He shall seduce with flattery those who violate the covenant, but the people who know their 

God shall stand firm and take action. 33 And the wise among the people shall make many 

understand, though for some days they shall stumble by sword and flame, by captivity and 

plunder. 34 When they stumble, they shall receive a little help. And many shall join themselves 

to them with flattery, 35 and some of the wise shall stumble, so that they may be refined, 

purified, and made white, until the time of the end, for it still awaits the appointed time. 

 

This is the highlight of this section.  Even though persecution was rampant, there was a remnant of 

God’s people who stood firm.  They refused to bow to anyone but God.  And they paid the price with 

their lives.  And that would seem like an absolute tragedy.  So, why would I say it’s the highlight? 

 

Well, verse 35 says this isn’t the end of their story.  Their destiny wasn’t to simply die in faithfulness to 

God and be forgotten.  They have another destiny.  Verse 35 says it is to be “refined, purified, and 

made white.”  They will be redeemed and restored.  But they're dead.  What’s this talking about?  

Verse 35 says it will be at “the time of the end.”  It’s referring to the end of this age when Jesus 

comes again. 

 

Let’s skip ahead for just a moment to chapter 12. 

 

Daniel 12:1–3 

But at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone whose name shall be found written in the 

book. 2 And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, 

and some to shame and everlasting contempt. 3 And those who are wise shall shine like the 

brightness of the sky above; and those who turn many to righteousness, like the stars forever and 

ever. 

 

When Jesus comes again, there will be a resurrection.  And those who trusted in God, those whose 

names are written in the book of life, will be raised to everlasting life.  And they will shine like the 

brightness of the stars in the heavens.  They’ll be glorious.  Their destiny is glory.  Eternal glory with 

Jesus. 

 

Now, if every single thing God said would happen has happened just like God said it would, what 

does that mean for this promised destiny for those who trust in Him?  It means it will happen just like 

God says it will.  This amazing prophecy is revealing God’s sovereignty.  He isn’t just predicting the 

future, He is literally writing the future.  His prophecies aren’t just predictions, they’re promises and 

we have just seen in vivid detail that all the promises of our Sovereign God will be fulfilled just like He 

has said. 



 

And that gives us our big idea for this morning… 

 

Big Idea:  Because God is sovereign, the destiny of His people is as certain as the history of 

this world. 

 

Listen friend, I don’t know every detail of your life.  I don’t know everything your future will hold.  No 

doubt, it will hold conflicts and setbacks because we are living in a war zone.  You will encounter 

disappointments and hardship.  Some of you are living in that place as I speak. 

 

But disappointment doesn’t have to be your destiny.  God is sovereign.  He is in control.  He is 

working out a perfect plan that doesn’t depend on the kingdoms of this world, it doesn’t depend on 

Washington, D.C. or you or me.  His plan depends on His power. 

 

And, when all is said and done, the history of this world will show that even though God’s people lived 

in the midst of hardship and conflict on every level (spiritual, political, social, physical), their destiny is 

glory with Jesus.  Jesus is coming again.  And when He does, He will right every wrong, He will heal 

every wound, He will redeem and restore every one of His children, including you. 

 

So, rejoice today.  The story isn’t over.  History, His story, is still unfolding.  Jesus is coming again. 

 

I want to show you how this vision teaches us to live.  You see, there are only two references in this 

entire vision to the response of the Jews.  And those two responses teach us two totally different 

ways to live.  There’s a wise way to live and a foolish way to live.  And we see them both displayed in 

our text. 

 

1. Wise people turn to God. 

 

Daniel 11:32-33 

32 He shall seduce with flattery those who violate the covenant, but the people who know their 

God shall stand firm and take action. 33 And the wise among the people shall make many 

understand… 

 

This is a description of those who resist the pressure of a wicked culture to turn their backs on God.  

They are wise.  Since they don’t turn their back on God, that means they turn their face to Him.  And 

notice what this verse says it means to be wise. 

 

It means INTIMACY.  They know their God.  They have a relationship with Him.  And the truth of the 

gospel is that Jesus came to this world so that we could intimately know God.  You see, all of us have 

sinned.  We’ve all turned our back on God.  And our sin has separated us from Him.  But Jesus lived 

the perfect life we have failed to live.  And He died the death we all deserve to die.  At the cross, 

Jesus paid the price for our sin so that we could be forgiven and restored to God as our Father.  We 

can have an intimate relationship with the Sovereign God of the Bible if we will turn to Jesus in 

repentance and faith.  We can live in intimacy, communing with God in prayer and hearing His voice 

in His word.  That’s how our destiny is changed from destruction to glory. 



 

If you’ve never placed your faith in Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and Savior, don’t wait another 

day.  The Bible says, “All who call on the name of the Lord will be saved.”  So, call on Jesus.  He will 

save you in every way you need saved. 

 

And if you are trusting in Jesus, are you growing in intimacy with Him?  Are you hearing His voice in 

His word?  Are you enjoying His presence in prayer?  Wise people turn to God in intimacy by trusting 

Jesus to restore them. 

 

It also means INSIGHT.  The word “wise” in this passage is sometimes translated “insight.”  That 

simply means you see the truth.  And remember, the people who had insight were those who resisted 

the seduction of flattery.  In other words, they didn’t allow the wicked ruler to convince them they were 

strong enough to live on their own without depending on the God who made a covenant with them.  

So, the truth that had insight into is that only God can do what only God can do.  The wise people in 

this text don’t fall for the seduction of God’s enemy.  They don’t believe the lies of this world.  That’s 

why they don’t turn their backs on God.  Where else would they turn?  Only God can do what only 

God can do.  So, living with wisdom means trusting God to work in the hardship and conflict of this 

world. 

 

That brings us to the second way to live. 

 

2. Foolish people take matters into their own hands. 

 

Daniel 11:14 

…and the violent among your own people shall lift themselves up in order to fulfill the vision, 

but they shall fail. 

 

This group of Jews were supposed to be trusting in the covenant promises of God.  He promised to 

work on behalf of those who trusted in Him.  But they got caught up in the chaos of the kingdoms of 

this world and, instead of turning to God, they took matters into their own hands. 

 

What trouble in your life are you tempted to take into your own hands?  What problems are you trying 

to solve by your own power?  Hear the word of God, those who take matters into their own hands are 

lifting themselves up in pride as though they can do what only God can do, and they shall fail. 

 

You can’t save America.  You can’t save your prodigal.  You can’t save your marriage.  You can’t 

save yourself.  Only God can do what only God can do.  So, so don’t take matters into your own 

hands.  Lay them down before the Lord. 

 

What would it look like for you today if you brought the struggles of your life to Jesus and trusted Him 

to work?  How is He stirring you to lay your life and all it’s problems down before Him?  Only a fool 

would think He is stronger than Jesus.  Lay it down and believe the promise of God’s word. 

 

Our God is sovereign, so the destiny of His people is as certain as the history of this world. 


