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1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 
came to Jerusalem and besieged it. 
 
Verse 1 sets the context for the entire book.  Two kingdoms are in conflict.  Jerusalem is the capital 
city of Judah and is under siege by Babylon.  This specific event occurred in 605 BC, but in some 
ways, this represents a dynamic that occurs from Genesis to Revelation. In a sense, this kingdom 
conflict spans the history of the world from beginning to end. 
 
Overview of both kingdoms: 
 
Judah 
In Genesis 13, God chose Abraham to be the father of a new nation, the nation of Israel.  God also 
promised to bless all the nations of the earth through a person who would be born through Abraham’s 
descendants.  That person is Jesus.  And Jesus blesses the world through His death at the cross 
where He died for our sins and restores us to God.  So, the story of the Old Testament is the story of 
God preserving Israel so that He can keep His promise and bring Jesus into this world.  That put 
Israel in a special place as God’s chosen people.  God even had a temple built in Israel’s capital city 
of Jerusalem.  That temple was the one place on earth where God uniquely manifest His presence 
and displayed His glory.  But, the people of Israel were like a massively dysfunctional family.  They 
continuously rebelled against God and were in turmoil because of their sin.  It got so bad that the 
nation of Israel was divided into two separate kingdoms.  The northern kingdom kept the name Israel 
and the Southern kingdom took the name of its most predominant tribe - Judah.  That’s where 
Jerusalem and God’s temple were located.  So, even though the people of Judah were jacked up, 
Judah/Jerusalem represents the people of God and the place where God desires to manifest His 
presence and display His glory.  That’s such a dominant them in Scripture that the Bible ends with a 
picture of what is going to happen at the end of the world.  In Revelation 21, God comes down to 
earth to dwell with us…and the glorious dwelling place of God where He lives with His people forever 
is called the New Jerusalem. 
 
Babylon 
Babylon got its start in Genesis 11.  The sinful people of this world decided to build a tower up toward 
heaven.  They wanted to demonstrate their power and display their glory.  In essence, they wanted to 
overthrow the rule of God on the earth and be their own gods…so, their tower was kind of like a 
temple to themselves.  Then God showed up.  He stopped their tower project and decided to confuse 
their languages so they could no longer work together to accomplish their sinful ambitions.  That 
confusion of languages caused people to separate into different groups.  That’s how different nations 
became scattered around the world.  The Tower of Babel.  The word “babel” means “confusion.”  And 
the city of Babel became one of the new nations.  What was the name of that nation?  Babylon.    And 
throughout the rest of the Bible, the kingdom of Babylon represents the dynamic that occurred in 
Genesis 11.  It’s the kingdom of confusion where proud, sinful men attempt to overthrow the rule of 
God.  And just like we see the New Jerusalem at the end of the world, Revelation 18 says that there 
will be a resurgence of the kingdom of Babylon.  The spirit of Babylon will dominate this world before 
Jesus comes again.  It will oppose God’s work among His people.  AND it will seek to seduce God’s 
people…luring them into sinful rebellion.  So, literally from the beginning to the very end of this world, 
the kingdom of Babylon is in conflict with the Kingdom God is establishing among His people.  That 



means Daniel 1 is not only the historical account of Babylon laying siege to Jerusalem in 605 BC, but 
it’s also the vivid display of a conflict that has been and will be a part of this world until Jesus comes 
again.  The kingdom of chaos and confusion and godless sin is attacking the kingdom of God. 
 
2 And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with some of the vessels of the 
house of God. And he brought them to the land of Shinar, to the house of his god, and placed 
the vessels in the treasury of his god. 
 
There are two important details in verse 2: The Lord is the One who gave Judah into 
Nebuchadnezzar's hand.  Now, God did that because He is using Nebuchadnezzar to punish the sin 
of Judah. But the point is this: While the kingdoms of this world are in chaos, God is in control.  That’s 
one of the primary themes of the whole book.  It’s everywhere in Daniel.  Daniel is going to see, 
firsthand, that God is in control.  Daniel’s friends AND Daniel’s enemies are going to see that God is 
in control.  Nebuchadnezzar and all his people are going to see that God is in control.  And do you 
know what I pray we will see?  That God is in control.  Scroll through the headlines and you’ll see a 
world that seems to be spinning out of control.  Whether it’s Russia and Ukraine.  Or China and 
Taiwan.  Or wildfires and heat waves.  Or covid and monkeypox.  Or inflation and broken supply 
chains.  Or Democrats and Republicans.  We live in a world that is filled with conflict and chaos.  You 
won’t read in today’s headlines:  God is in control.  He is the living Lord over Heaven and earth…and 
He is the living Lord over you and me.  And that’s where Babylon comes in.  The spirit of Babylon is 
working overtime to pressure and persuade us to turn our backs on God…to live like we are in 
control…or like the rulers of this age are in control…and let me show you how the spirit of Babylon 
attempts to gain control over the people of this world, including God’s people. 
 
3 Then the king commanded Ashpenaz, his chief eunuch, to bring some of the people of 
Israel, both of the royal family and of the nobility, 4 youths without blemish, of good 
appearance and skillful in all wisdom, endowed with knowledge, understanding learning, and 
competent to stand in the king’s palace, and to teach them the literature and language of the 
Chaldeans. 5 The king assigned them a daily portion of the food that the king ate, and of the 
wine that he drank. They were to be educated for three years, and at the end of that time they 
were to stand before the king. 6 Among these were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah of 
the tribe of Judah. 7 And the chief of the eunuchs gave them names: Daniel he called 
Belteshazzar, Hananiah he called Shadrach, Mishael he called Meshach, and Azariah he called 
Abednego.  
 
Those verses are a startling description of Babylon’s strategy to turn the hearts of people away from 
God.  
 
Babylon targets the next generation.  In verse 4, Nebuchadnezzar specifically targets young people.  
Vladimir Lenin, the Marxist leader of Russia said, “Give me a child for the first 5 years of his life and 
he will be mine forever.”  The godless ideologies of our world are after the hearts and minds of our 
kids.  From Marxism being couched in Critical Race Theory to transgender adult entertainers hosting 
so-called “family friendly” events at strip clubs where small children are present with their parents, the 
spirit of Babylon is at work in our world and is targeting the next generation. 
 
Babylon uses education for indoctrination.  In verse 4, Nebuchadnezzar says to teach them the 
literature and language of the Chaldeans.  He uses education to indoctrinate them in the culture of 
Babylon.  He isn’t trying to make them scholars, he is trying to make them Babylonians.  And this is 
playing out all over our world.  In the name of education, elementary children are being exposed to 
pornography and college professors are advocating for the normalization of pedophilia.  The only 
things off limits in America’s classrooms are ideas like the existence of absolute truth and morality 
and the existence of a very real God who gets to determine both. 



 
Babylon undermines purity in the name of support.  In verse 5, the king assigned these Jewish young 
people a portion of the food and wine that he drank.  In ancient kingdoms like Babylon, the food that 
was served to the king was often, if not always, offered as a sacrifice to their false gods before the 
king would eat it.  That was in direct violation of God’s law to the Jews and would have caused them 
to be ceremonially impure before God.  So, Nebuchadnezzar was acting as though he wanted to 
generously support the well-being of these young people.  What he was really doing was undermining 
their purity as defined by God.  And that strategy is pervasive today.  That’s the reasoning behind 
allowing confused children to change in the locker rooms of the opposite genders.  It’s supposedly an 
act of support for those children but it’s undermining the purity of every child in that changing room. 
 
Babylon seeks to confuse our identity.  In verse 7, Daniel and his friends are given new names. 

• Daniel means “God Judges.”  His new name, Belteshazzar, means “protect the life of the king.” 

• Hananiah means “Yahweh is gracious.”  His new name, Shadrach, means “command of Aku,” the 
moon god. 

• Mishael means “Who is like God.”  His new name, Meshach, means “who is what Aku is.” 

• Azariah means “Yahweh has helped.”  His new name, Abednego, means “servant of Nebu,” 
another pagan god. 

 
This is an unveiled attempt to get these young men to forget who they are and who God is.  It’s an 
attack on their identity as people created in the image of and for the glory of God.  Our world is in an 
identity crisis.  Unborn children are identified as a clump of cells.  Children are told their gender is 
fluid.  We are literally redefining our language to the extent that a Supreme Court justice isn’t willing to 
define what a woman is.  And the spirit of this age is blinding people to who God is and what He has 
made us to be.  It isn’t even subtle.  It’s a frontal attack on God and the people He created in His 
image and for His glory.  The enemy of God is using the same playbook that’s been around since the 
tower of Babel and the time of Daniel.  And the objective is to get you to turn your back on the God 
who created you and loves you enough to die on a cross in your place. 
 
So, how do we live faithfully before our God in the middle of Babylon? 
 
8 But Daniel resolved that he would not defile himself with the king’s food, or with the wine 
that he drank. Therefore, he asked the chief of the eunuchs to allow him not to defile himself. 
9 And God gave Daniel favor and compassion in the sight of the chief of the eunuchs, 10 and 
the chief of the eunuchs said to Daniel, “I fear my lord the king, who assigned your food and 
your drink; for why should he see that you were in worse condition than the youths who are of 
your own age? So you would endanger my head with the king.” 11 Then Daniel said to the 
steward whom the chief of the eunuchs had assigned over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and 
Azariah, 12 “Test your servants for ten days; let us be given vegetables to eat and water to 
drink. 13 Then let our appearance and the appearance of the youths who eat the king’s food 
be observed by you, and deal with your servants according to what you see.” 14 So he 
listened to them in this matter and tested them for ten days. 15 At the end of ten days it was 
seen that they were better in appearance and fatter in flesh than all the youths who ate the 
king’s food. 16 So the steward took away their food and the wine they were to drink and gave 
them vegetables. 17 As for these four youths, God gave them learning and skill in all literature 
and wisdom, and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams. 18 At the end of the 
time, when the king had commanded that they should be brought in, the chief of the eunuchs 
brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar. 19 And the king spoke with them, and among all of 
them none was found like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. Therefore, they stood 
before the king. 20 And in every matter of wisdom and understanding about which the king 



inquired of them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and enchanters that 
were in all his kingdom. 21 And Daniel was there until the first year of King Cyrus. 
 
There are two faithful figures here: 
 
1. Daniel is clearly an example of faithfulness.  His story is preserved for God’s people so that when 

we read it we can see a picture of a man who is faithful to God in the face of a godless culture.  
Verse 8 says that Daniel resolved that he would not defile himself.  He’s respectful to authority, he 
is reasonable in his conversation, but He determines that, no matter what, he is going to remain 
faithful to God because God is God, and he is not.  But Daniel isn’t the only one who is being 
faithful here.  This passage is written to show us another Person who is faithful in the midst of a 
godless culture. 

 
2. God is faithful to Daniel. 

Verse 9 says, “And God gave Daniel favor and compassion in the sight of the chief of the 
eunuchs,” Verse 10 says, “God gave them learning and skill in all literature and wisdom,” 
God is faithful.  God is at work.  He is taking care of Daniel and his friends.  In the face of a 
godless culture, God is faithful to His people.  The faithfulness of God to us is the foundation for 
our faithfulness to God. 

 
Big Idea:  Faithful people place their faith in the faithfulness of God. 
 
The story of Daniel isn’t primarily about a brave young man and His friends who have the courage to 
stand up to the most powerful man in the world.  It’s the story of God being faithful and proving that 
He is stronger than the most powerful man in the world.  And that’s the story God wants to write with 
your life and mine.  As we live in this godless age, we will not remain faithful because we convince 
ourselves to be strong or courageous or brave.  We will only remain faithful as we are convinced that 
God is stronger and better than everything in this world and will always be faithful to us.  We won’t 
remain faithful to God by focusing on the evil of our enemy, we will remain faithful by focusing on and 
trusting in the goodness of God. 
 
Two ways Daniel’s faithfulness to God was an expression of his faith in the faithfulness of God: 
 
1. Daniel lived like God is Faithful in His word. 
 
In verse 8, Daniel resolves not to defile himself with the king’s food and wine.  That word defile means 
to become morally or ceremonially impure.  But the question we should be asking is how Daniel 
determined what kinds of food would make him impure?  And I already hinted at it early.  In the law of 
Moses, specifically Leviticus 11 and Deuteronomy 14, God’s word prescribes certain foods that the 
Jews were to avoid.  And Daniel knows that…and He believes that God knows how life works best.  
That’s why he tells the steward to test him in ten days.  He’s convinced that God’s way is best and 
comes with God’s blessing. 
 
2 Timothy 3:16 says “16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, 
for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped 
for every good work.”  You could summarize that by simply saying the Word of God is good for you.  
For instance, when God tells children to obey their parents, He isn’t trying to make their childhood 
miserable.  He’s helping protect children from themselves.  He’s using people like my mom to keep 
kids like me from acting out Evil Knievel’s stunts on my bicycle…His word is protective, not restrictive.  
And every precept of the Bible is that way.  It’s good for us and intended to bless us and bring us joy.  
So, as we are navigating the pressures of a godless culture, the question we should be asking over 
and over again is “What has God said in His word, the Bible?”  Then, will you resolve by faith to live 



like that is best for you?  Whether it is an issue about marriage or divorce or culture or sexuality or 
personal conduct or philosophy or anything else you can name, the Bible is our final authority.  The 
way we will remain faithful in the midst of this godless culture is by holding fast to the Bible as God’s 
word.  So, are you holding fast to God’s word?  Are you living in obedience to what God says 
because you believe He knows best? 
 
2. Daniel lived like God is Faithful in His work. 
 
11 Then Daniel said to the steward whom the chief of the eunuchs had assigned over Daniel, 
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, 12 “Test your servants for ten days; let us be given vegetables to 
eat and water to drink. 13 Then let our appearance and the appearance of the youths who eat the 
king’s food be observed by you, and deal with your servants according to what you see.”  Daniel asks 
for a 10-day trial period.  Now, that’s not a lot of time to distinguish yourself in appearance and 
performance.  But it’s even more difficult when you trying to fatten yourself up by eating vegetables 
then being compared to people who are receiving the best pulled pork sandwiches and red meat 
proteins that the king of Babylon can afford.  What’s Daniel thinking?  He’s thinking God will have to 
show up and do what only God can do.  Then, he leaves it to God.  Now, that’s not fatalism.  That’s 
faith.  Fatalism is the belief that everything is predetermined so none of our decisions really matter.  
That’s clearly not what Daniel is doing.  He’s making good decisions.  He’s choosing to do what God 
says is right.  And, at the same time, he’s trusting God to work in the places and ways that only God 
can work.  He is putting His faith in the faithful work of God. 
 
And there are 10,000 applications for this in our lives.  Let me just use one.  Parents, you are called 
to make God-honoring decisions in your home.  You are called to teach your children the bible and 
point them to a great, big God.  But there is a work that only God can do in the hearts of your 
children.  You can’t make your kids believe.  You can’t make your children make good choices.  God 
has to do a work that only He can do.  And one of the ways you live faithfully in your home is by 
laying your children down before the Lord and trusting Him to do what only He can do in them.  And 
that dynamic relates to our marriages and our nation and our own hearts…there is a work only God 
can do, and we are called to live like we believe God will be faithful in that work.  He will work and He 
will do what’s best.  Faithful people place their faith in the faithfulness of God, His word and His work.  
And that’s how we will remain faithful in Babylon. 
 
This is not primarily the story of what God’s people are doing for God, it’s the story of what God is 
doing through His people.  He’s preserving a remnant of Jewish people so that He can bring Jesus 
into this world so that Jesus can save us from our sin…  You see, none of us have been perfectly 
faithful to God.  All of us have sinned.  That’s why we need Jesus.  We need a better Daniel who can 
not only live perfectly faithful to God but can provide a way for us to be forgiven of all the ways we 
have failed to be perfectly faithful to God.  And that’s why we need Jesus.  And we don’t just need 
Jesus, we have Him.  God so loved sinners like us that He gave us Jesus to live and die in our place. 
 
So, for all of you realize you haven’t been faithful, I’ve got great news for you…Jesus is willing to 
forgive your sin and give you His power to live faithfully before the Lord. 


