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Context from Daniel 3 
Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were young Jewish men who were taken captive when 
Jerusalem was invaded by King Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonian army in 605 B.C.  The king 
placed them in a 3-year program that was designed to assimilate them into Babylonian culture and 
fast-track them into positions of influence within the Babylonian government.  And that might sound 
like a pretty good gig, but don’t forget that the kingdom of Babylon is a godless, pagan culture.  Daniel 
and his friends were under constant pressure to turn their backs on God and adopt the godlessness 
of Babylon. 
 
And that makes the book of Daniel a powerful study in what it looks like to live as a faithful follower of 
Jesus today…because we are living in the same basic culture as Babylon.  We are facing an 
increasing pressure to turn our backs on God and adopt the godlessness of our world. 
 
And perhaps no passage in all of Daniel portrays that dynamic better than Daniel 3. 
 
Daniel 3:1 
1 King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, whose height was sixty cubits and its breadth 
six cubits. He set it up on the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon. 2 Then King 
Nebuchadnezzar sent to gather the satraps, the prefects, and the governors, the counselors, 
the treasurers, the justices, the magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces to come to 
the dedication of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 
 
Last chapter, we studied a dream God gave to Nebuchadnezzar.  He saw a massive image, or statue 
made from 5 different materials:  gold, silver, bronze, iron, and a mixture of iron and clay.  Those 
materials represented different kingdoms that would come into world domination.  And the golden 
head of that statue represented king Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonian Empire. 
 
But the whole point of the dream was that one day, God is going to establish a kingdom on this earth 
that will put an end to all the kingdoms of men.  So, the focal point of the dream was God’s work and 
worth, not Nebuchadnezzar’s.  And, at first, it seems like Neb gets the point.  But, somewhere 
between chapters 2 and 3, he decides to build his own great image.  It’s sixty cubits high, which is 
about 90 feet.  And he makes the whole thing gold.  That probably means it was overlayed with gold. 
 
And it’s clear that he is arrogantly disregarding the message God had given him in his dream.  We’ll 
see that in just a minute.  But I want you to notice something before we move on.  In verse 2, it says 
that the officials of the kingdom were told “to come to the dedication of the image that King 
Nebuchadnezzar had set up.”  Dedicating statues is a customary thing that isn’t inherently wrong.  
And that’s what Nebuchadnezzar said this was going to be…a statue dedication. 
 
But notice what happens next… 
 
Daniel 3:3-7 
3 Then the satraps, the prefects, and the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the 
justices, the magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces gathered for the dedication of 
the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. And they stood before the image that 



Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 4 And the herald proclaimed aloud, “You are commanded, O 
peoples, nations, and languages, 5 that when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, 
trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, you are to fall down and worship the golden 
image that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 6 And whoever does not fall down and worship 
shall immediately be cast into a burning fiery furnace.” 7 Therefore, as soon as all the peoples 
heard the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, all the 
peoples, nations, and languages fell down and worshiped the golden image that King 
Nebuchadnezzar had set up.  
 
Do you see what happened?  The benign dedication of a statue turned into the worship celebration of 
a false god. 
 
And that’s a perfect representation of how the spirit of Babylon is still at work in our world today.  
Remember, in chapter 1, we looked at 4 different strategies that king Nebuchadnezzar employed to 
try and get the young people from God’s Kingdom to adopt the godless culture of Babylon…and we 
paralleled them to things that are happening in our modern-day Babylon… 

• Babylon targets the next generation.   

• Babylon uses education for indoctrination.   

• Babylon undermines purity in the name of support.   

• Babylon seeks to confuse our identity.   
 
Well, here we see another strategy of Babylon. 
 
Babylon pressures us down a slippery slope toward idolatry.  At first, King Nebuchadnezzar didn’t ask 
anyone to sin.  There wasn’t anything wrong with showing up for a statue dedication.  Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego didn’t sin by showing up. 
 
But King Nebuchadnezzar was strategically moving culture in a specific direction.  His first step was 
to get them to just show up…maybe listen to the band for a while…maybe stand in awe of a 90-foot-
tall statue of gold…He didn’t advertise that it was all headed toward a worship celebration…but that’s 
precisely where he intended the cultural current to flow. 
 
And that’s the way it is when you live in Babylon.  There’s a cultural current that is pressing each one 
of us into the direction of idolatry.  And most of the time, it starts out benign…like having a career, or 
putting your kids in youth baseball leagues, or getting a boat, or volunteering for a political cause.  
None of those things are inherently sinful.  All of those things may be perfectly good things for you 
and your family.  But what you need to know is that those things do not exist in a vacuum.  They exist 
in a cultural current that will pressure you down a slippery slope toward idolatry. Almost before you 
realize it, you begin to fall away from devotion to Christ because you are so consumed with your 
career, or youth baseball, or weekends on the boat.   
 
And that doesn’t happen by accident.  It’s the direction our culture is heading and it’s constantly 
applying pressure to your heart to slip away from God by capturing your attention and affection with 
other things…and anything that replaces God in your heart is an idol. 
 
And here’s what you need to know because it’s the hardest one to see… the idol our world will most 
tempt us to worship is ourselves.  Nebuchadnezzar made an image out of gold…gold represented 
him.  His idol was himself. 
 
And we see that happening all over our world.  Our world has put self in the center.  All our sin is the 
result of putting self in the center. And the result in our culture is a wholesale abandonment of 



absolute truth and the authority of God as God.  When I can override God’s assignment of biological 
sex, I’m putting myself in the place of God.  When I can determine what is morally right and wrong 
(which is what I’m doing every time I sin), I’m putting myself in the place of God...I’m saying that I am 
the source of moral authority.  It seems like it’s a new and strange thing that is happening in our world 
but it’s a trend that’s as old as the Garden of Eden when men turned their back on God in an effort to 
be gods for themselves.  It’s what Romans 1 says is the root of all godlessness.   
 
And the direction all of this is headed is a culture that will not tolerate anything less than the 
celebration of that kind of idolatry.  If you don’t celebrate the godlessness of culture, then culture 
starts to turn up the heat. 
 
Welcome to Babylon. 
 
Daniel 3:8-15 
8 Therefore at that time certain Chaldeans came forward and maliciously accused the Jews. 9 
They declared to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live forever! 10 You, O king, have made a 
decree, that every man who hears the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and 
every kind of music, shall fall down and worship the golden image. 11 And whoever does not 
fall down and worship shall be cast into a burning fiery furnace. 12 There are certain Jews 
whom you have appointed over the affairs of the province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego. These men, O king, pay no attention to you; they do not serve your gods or 
worship the golden image that you have set up.”  
13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
be brought. So they brought these men before the king. 14 Nebuchadnezzar answered and 
said to them, “Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods 
or worship the golden image that I have set up? 15 Now if you are ready when you hear the 
sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, to fall down and 
worship the image that I have made, well and good. But if you do not worship, you shall 
immediately be cast into a burning fiery furnace. And who is the god who will deliver you out 
of my hands?”  
 
Just think about this scene.  The most important people in the most powerful empire on earth were 
assembled around this 90-foot-tall golden statue.  If you don’t bow, you’ll be thrown into one of the 
massive furnaces that had either been used to refine the gold or cure the bricks to make this image. 
 
And nearly every, single person had chosen to bow.  Except three young men whose hearts belonged 
to God.  Imagine the pressure.  They are hated by their peers.  They are the target of the king.  They 
are going to lose everything, including their lives.  And what was their crime?  They were committed 
to living faithfully before God.  So, just stop and let that sink in…they do the right thing…they live 
faithfully before the Lord…and it lands them in a fire…it costs them everything. 
 
And this is worth considering because it’s a key truth of Scripture:  You can seemingly make all the 
right choices and life can seemingly still go wrong.  
 
The reason I bring that up is that we need a biblical theology of suffering.  There is a version of 
Christianity that makes it seem like as long as you do all the right things, your life will be filled with 
nothing but health, wealth, and prosperity.  Listen, friend, that’s a lie.  And the preachers who teach it 
are false teachers.  Our Savior, Jesus Christ, did everything right and He was despised and rejected 
and beaten and killed.  You can do it all right and still go through the fire.  Next week, we’ll talk a lot 
more about what God is doing in our suffering, but listen to the word of God from… 
 
 



1 Peter 4:12… 
12Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though 
something strange were happening to you.  
 
Brothers and sisters, it’s not strange that suffering would come to Christians in a world that hates 
Jesus and is increasingly opposed to His rule…the thing that would be strange is to think we would 
live like Jesus and NOT be persecuted. 
 
And 1 Peter 4 says the pain of this life is a trial, whether it's persecution or rejection or sickness.  It’s a 
test that is allowed by God to display whether or not your faith is real.  And that’s not because God 
wants to see…He already knows.  It’s because God wants you to see.  He wants you to know 
whether or not you really are trusting in Jesus.  And, since the only way for us to inherit eternal life is 
through faith in Jesus, nothing is more important in this life than to know your faith is genuinely in 
Christ. 
 
So, what does genuine faith look like when it’s tried by fire?  Well, that’s what we see in the rest of our 
text.  
 
Daniel 3:16–18 
16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we 
have no need to answer you in this matter. 17 If this be so, our God whom we serve is able to 
deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of your hand, O king. 18 
But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the golden 
image that you have set up.” 
 
I love this.  It makes my heart beat fast.  In the face of unimaginable pressure, with the powers of this 
world bearing down on them, these three young men show us what genuine faith in the Lord looks 
like.  They believe God.  They trust God.  And they obey God.  No matter what. 
 
And that’s our big idea:  In a trial of fire, genuine faith believes, trusts, and obeys God…no matter 
what. 
 
Let’s spend the next few minutes unpacking that from our text. 
 
1. In a trial of fire, genuine faith believes what God has revealed about Himself. 
 
Notice what they say in verse 17:  If this be so, our God whom we serve… 
 
They clearly believe that God is God and only God is God.  They know that statue isn’t God.  They 
know Nebuchadnezzar isn’t God.  They know they aren’t God.  They know that God isn’t their cosmic 
butler who exists to simply do their bidding.  He is their Lord and they are His servants. 
 
Now, how would they know that?  Because God has made that clear in His word.  He had just made it 
crystal clear in chapter two!!  And it’s the entire theme for the whole Bible.  For instance, when God 
came to Moses in Exodus 3, do you remember what He said his name is?  He said His name is “I 
Am.”  The name of God is “I Am.”  Do you know what that means?  It means “You’re Not.”  He alone 
is the self-existent, Almighty God. 
 
And in the trials of life, it’s essential to remember that we aren’t God.  We aren’t in control.  We aren’t 
the masters of our fate…and neither are our enemies.  God is God. 
 
And that is directly connected to the next thing that God has clearly revealed about Himself… 

http://biblehub.com/1_peter/4-12.htm


 
17 If this be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace… 
 
They clearly know God is able to save.  They look the most powerful man in the world right in the eye 
and say, “You’re no match for God…He is able to save.” 
 
Now, how would they have known that?  Just think about it.  God didn’t keep their hometown of 
Jerusalem from being conquered.  God didn’t keep Israel from falling into slavery to Babylon.  God 
didn’t deliver their parents from what was most likely certain death when they were captured.  How 
did they know God was able to deliver when most of their lives He hadn’t delivered their nation, their 
city, their families, their friends and even themselves?  How did they know?  Because they had the 
word of God. 

• They would have known Genesis 1:1 that says, “God created the heavens and the earth.” 

• They would have known Psalm 115:3 that says, “our God is in the heavens, he does all that he 
pleases.” 

• They would have known Job 42:2 that says, “I know that you can do all things, and that no 
purpose of yours can be thwarted.” 

 
They knew and believed what God had clearly revealed about Himself in His word…and their faith 
stood the test.  This is one of the reasons we study the Bible the way we do.  The first question we 
ask about any text we are in is “What does this say about God?”  That’s how we build a robust 
theology of truth.  That’s how we build a firm foundation that won’t give way in the trials of life. 
 
As you walk through the trials of your faith, let me encourage you to do something.  Go through the 
Bible and just list what the Bible says clearly about who God is… 
 
God is your Creator. 
God is your Father. 
God is your Shepherd. 
God is your Keeper. 
God is Faithful. 
God is Good. 
God is Sovereign. 
God is Gracious. 
God is working out His plan for you. 
God is with you. 
God is for you. 
God is committed to do what is best. 
 
If you want to stand in the time of trial, then know and believe what God has clearly revealed about 
Himself in His word and look at your trial through that lens. 
 
2. In a trial of fire, genuine faith trusts God with what He hasn’t revealed about our trial. 
 
Look at the end of verse 17:…he will deliver us out of your hand, O king. 18 But if not… 
 
When they say “he will deliver us, but if not…” I take them to mean, “We are believing that he will 
deliver us, but even if He doesn’t do it the way we expect we still trust Him as our God and we won’t 
bow.  We trust Him more than we trust our ability to understand Him.” 
 
They knew that one way or another, God was going to deliver them.  Maybe He was going to deliver 
them from going into the fire.  Maybe He was going to deliver them through the fire.  But maybe He 



was going to deliver them by taking them to heaven once they died in the fire.  Any of those things 
would have constituted deliverance.  They just didn’t know how God was going to do it…But they 
trusted God even though He hadn’t made that clear. 
 
And as you walk through the fire, you might face 10,000 questions that God hasn’t directly answered. 
 

• God, will I beat cancer? 

• God, will I keep my job? 

• Will I keep my house? 

• Will I live to see my prodigal come home? 

• 10,000 questions about our trials that God might not specifically answer ahead of time. 
 
But, within every trial, there is one specific question YOU will need to answer ahead of time: 
 
Will you trust God when you don’t know exactly what He’s going to do? 
 
And that’s where many of you are today.  You are facing a fire…you don’t know how it’s going to play 
out…are you willing to stand against the pressure and bow before the Lord and say, “God, I don’t 
know what you’ll do, but I trust YOU!” 
 
3. In a trial of fire, genuine faith obeys God no matter what. 
 
18 But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the 
golden image that you have set up.”  
 
Because they believed that God is God and that we are made to serve Him, they made up their minds 
to obey no matter what.  At the most basic level, faith is best expressed in obedience.  Listen to what 
Jesus told His followers in: Luke 6:46…“Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do what I tell you? 
 
Bowing before Jesus as Lord means laying your life down in obedience before Him.  And for most of 
our lives, the battle we face most often is the battle to obey simply because we believe Jesus is our 
Lord and believe He knows best. 
 
Some of us wonder, would I obey God if my life were on the line?  Can I give you a little test?  Do you 
consistently obey God when your life isn’t on the line?  So, where is God calling you to obey today?  
In a trial of fire, genuine faith believes, trusts, and obeys God…no matter what! 
 
But, before we go, there’s something you need to know…you can’t do any of that without Jesus.  You 
see, Jesus came to this earth to walk through the fire in our place so that He could live in us with His 
victorious power. 
 
Hebrews 4:14-16 
14 Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of 
God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize 
with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16 
Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find 
grace to help in time of need. 
 
The only way for us to stand fast in the trials of this life is by drawing near to Christ, bowing in humble 
faith before Him, and receiving His mercy and grace to help us in our time of need. 


