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Philippians 1 

Foundation for this message:  Jesus Christ came into this world to seek out and save people 

from every nation and people group and social order who are lost and broken in their sin. 

(Luke 19:10; Rev. 7:9).  That mission sent Him to the cross where He died for this sin of this world so 

that anyone who will call on His name in faith will be forgiven their sin and restored to God as their 

Father (1 John 2:1-2; Romans 10:17; John 1:12).  That mission led Him to rise from the dead 

victorious over sin and Satan and death itself so that His mission among the nations would prove to 

be a cause that cannot fail (1 Cor 15:54-55, 58; Hebrews 2:14).  That same mission led Jesus to 

place His Holy Spirit within each of His followers so that we could live as His witnesses in this world 

(Acts 1:8).  And, that mission will coincide with the return of Jesus to this world – He said He will not 

come again until the gospel has been declared among all the people groups of the world (Matthew 

24:14). 

 

Here’s the point:  The mission of Jesus among the nations is the backdrop for everything Jesus is 

doing in the world today and everything Jesus will do in the world until He comes. 

 

So, if you want your life to be part of what Jesus is doing in the world today, that can only happen 

when your life is aligned with the mission of Jesus among our neighbors and the nations (Matthew 

28:19-20).  If you are willing to answer the call of Jesus when He says, “follow me,” (Matt 4:19) then 

you need to know He is calling you to follow Him on a mission to reach the world with the gospel. 

 

You see, day after day…year after year…we are pursuing some kind of goal for our lives – 

relationships, careers, finances, entertainment…all our lives are spent in pursuit of a goal.  And 

something I pray the Holy Spirit will do in each of us over the next two weeks is to deepen our resolve 

to make the goal for our lives line up with the mission of Jesus in this world.  And I pray that resolve 

leads us to take practical steps into that mission. 

 

And one of the ways God has been giving us practical steps into His mission is through strategic 

partners.  Our local partners provide opportunities to partner with other believers for the mission of 

Jesus to our neighbors from every walk of life right here in this community.  Our global partners 

provide opportunities to partner with other believers for the mission of Jesus to the nations. 

 

And since those types of partnerships are central to our mission strategy, I’ve felt led to spend this 

morning and next Sunday in a passage of Scripture that teaches us valuable truths about gospel 

partnerships. 

 

Philippians 1:3-18 

3 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4 always in every prayer of mine for you all 

making my prayer with joy, 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until 



now. 6 And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion 

at the day of Jesus Christ. 7 It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you 

in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the 

defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8 For God is my witness, how I yearn for you all with 

the affection of Christ Jesus. 9 And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, 

with knowledge and all discernment, 10 so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be 

pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes 

through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 

 

12 I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance 

the gospel, 13 so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the 

rest that my imprisonment is for Christ. 

 

So, let’s just think for a moment about what is going on here.  The Apostle Paul was one of the first 

missionaries in Christianity.  He traveled throughout the Roman Empire, going from city to city telling 

people about Jesus and planting churches as people were converted to Christ. 

 

And he is writing the believers in the church of Philippi.  And he isn’t writing because he wants some 

pen pals.  He’s writing because the church at Philippi is one of his gospel partners.  That’s exactly 

what he calls them in verse 5.  Paul is writing his gospel partners to update them on what is taking 

place in his gospel mission…that’s why he tells them about His imprisonment and how God is using it 

to advance the gospel. 

 

And, at the risk of oversimplifying this, I think it actually helps us understand something about gospel 

partnerships.  On one side of this partnership is an individual – Paul.  On the other side of the 

partnership is a group of individuals – the church in Philippi.  That helps us get a basic definition of 

what gospel partnerships are.  So, a gospel partnership is any partnership between individual 

believers or groups of believers for the mission of advancing the gospel. 

 

Individual Christians can partner together to advance the gospel.  In chapter 2, verse 22, Paul says 

Timothy served alongside him for the sake of the gospel.  Paul and Timothy were gospel partners.  

That’s how the church of Philippi was formed.  Paul and his partners, Timothy and Silas, took the 

gospel to the people of the city in Acts 16.  And that’s not just something reserved for missionaries 

like Paul.  You and your spouse or your neighbor can partner together to take the gospel to the 

people on your street.  You and your coworker can partner together to take the gospel to the people 

in your workplace.  You and your classmate can partner together to take the gospel to the people in 

your school.  Individuals can partner together for the sake of the gospel. 

 

Also, groups of Christians can partner with individuals to advance the gospel.  That’s obviously what 

is happening in this passage.  The church of Philippi is partnering with an individual missionary 

named Paul.  That’s how we are partnering with David and Catherine Hodge in Malawi and Shannon 

and Vicki Bobb in Cambodia.  They are members of our church who have partnered with us to take 

the gospel to the nations. 

 



Groups of Christians can also partner with other groups of Christians to advance the gospel.  Our 

church partners with other local churches through ministry partners.  Our denomination, the Southern 

Baptist Convention, is really just one big, voluntary partnership between 50,000 churches in an effort 

to advance the gospel throughout the world.  So, when we talk about gospel partnerships, we mean 

all those things…individuals, organizations, and local churches. 

 

And what our text provides is the why behind God’s design for partnerships.  He’s telling us why it 

matters and why it should be important to us.  He’s telling you why you should want to come back at 4 

today and potentially miss the end of your football game.  He’s telling you why you should want to 

come back Wednesday to learn more about what’s going on with our gospel partners around the 

world so you can pray for them.  He’s telling you why you should want to go on a short-term mission 

trip this year.  He’s telling you why you should think it’s worthwhile to spend your career overseas, 

taking the gospel to people who have never heard.  He’s giving us the why behind gospel 

partnerships. 

 

So, what is the why?  It’s three big things I want to show you that make up our big idea for today. 

 

Big Idea:  God uses gospel partnerships to bring joy to His people, good news to this world, 

and glory to Himself. 

 

Now, let me show you those one at a time. 

 

1. God uses gospel partnerships to bring joy to His people. 

3 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4 always in every prayer of mine for you all 

making my prayer with joy, 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until 

now. 

 

You don’t have to be a seminary graduate to see what Paul is saying here.  He is thankful to God and 

has persistent joy because of what God is doing in his partnership with the church of Philippi.  God is 

using gospel partners to bring joy to Paul.  When you step into the work that Jesus is doing to rescue 

and redeem people from every place in this world and every walk of life, it produces joy. 

 

Let me just flesh this out a little bit.  Does it bring you more joy to look back over your day and know 

you wasted it or to know that it was worthwhile?  No one wants to waste their day. 

 

A couple months ago, I told you about the engine I’ve been building with Logan in our spare time.  

Over the summer, I was working on part of the engine that needed pretty extensive rebuilding.  I put 

about 8-10 hours into it over the course of several weeks.  When it came time to put it back together, I 

found out that the part needed to be upgraded in order to make the engine work.  So, all my work was 

basically wasted.  It didn’t matter at all in the end. 

 

Can you imagine if that was the story of your life?  Can you imagine getting to the end of your one 

and only life and then realizing that you had spent it all on things that didn’t matter in the end? 

 



And that principle holds true for our finances and our careers and every other part of our lives.  When 

we live in partnerships with other people to advance the gospel, we get a front row seat to seeing 

Jesus do a work that will last for eternity…a work that will bring you joy here on earth and erupt in 

eternal joy in heaven. 

 

Would it bring you joy to know that the neediest families in our community are receiving food and 

clothing in the name of Jesus and many of them are coming to trust in Jesus as their Savior?  Then, 

partner with the House of Hope. 

 

Would it bring you joy to know that women who are considering abortion are not only learning about 

the options they have to bring their children into this world, but they are also hearing about Jesus and 

coming to be born again themselves?  Then, partner with our Agape Women’s Center. 

 

Would it bring you joy to know that people who live in countries where there is little to no access to 

the gospel are coming to our community, hearing about Jesus, and being saved?  Then, partner with 

the Canaveral Port Ministry. 

 

Would it bring you joy to know that victims of human trafficking are being rescued from sexual slavery 

and restored to the life Jesus died to give them?  Then, partner with One More Child. 

 

Would it bring you joy to know that single moms and their children are being rescued from 

homelessness and given a safe place to stay where they can learn about Jesus?  Then partner with 

New Life Mission. 

 

You want to know one of the reasons we are walking around with so little joy?  Because we are glued 

to the headlines of a godless media and are watching from a front-row seat to see what sin and Satan 

are doing in our world and are totally missing out on what Jesus is up to!  We are living without joy 

because we are wasting our lives on things that don’t matter at all in light of eternity! 

 

When we partner with believers to take the gospel to this world, we get a front-row seat to see an 

eternal work Jesus is doing through our prayers and our giving and our going.  So, do you want to 

experience a life filled with Joy that will last forever?  Then, make your life about partnering with 

others for the advance of the gospel. 

 

That brings us to the second way God uses gospel partnerships. 

 

2. God uses gospel partnerships to bring good news to this world. 

12 I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance 

the gospel, 13 so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the 

rest that my imprisonment is for Christ. 

 

Paul is sending a report back to the believers in Philippi.  One of the reasons he is doing that is 

because they have sent him financial support while he is imprisoned in Rome.  And he’s telling them 

how their support is enabling him to live on gospel mission. 

 



And just think what he is telling them.  The whole imperial guard had heard about Jesus.  The 

imperial guard consisted of 9 bodyguards who protected the Roman Emperor.  They would have 

been the 9 people who were closest in proximity to the most powerful man in the world.  God was 

bringing good news about Jesus to the highest levels of the Roman Empire and God was using the 

partnership with the Philippians to make it happen. 

 

The gospel was going somewhere that the Philippians could never go but they could have a part in. 

That’s what God does in partnership.  He uses us to advance the gospel to places we may never 

even go. God uses gospel partnerships to bring good news to the people of this world. 

 

And I pray that would motivate your heart.  I pray it isn’t ok with us that there are people and places in 

this world who have never heard about Jesus.  I want you to think about something.  The nation of 

India has almost 1.5 billion people.  1.3 billion of them live in people groups that are unreached with 

the gospel.  There are 32 million Pashtun people who live in Pakistan and are unreached with the 

gospel.  Again, I pray God is stirring someone in this room to go to India and I pray He is stirring 

someone to go to Pakistan.  But it’s not very likely that He is stirring anyone to go to two places at the 

same time. 

 

But that doesn’t mean you can’t be part of what He wants to do in both places at the same time.  If 

you are willing to be a gospel partner with other believers, that’s exactly what the Lord will do.  He 

uses partnerships to bring good news to the people of this world. 

 

You can help to bring the gospel of Jesus to victims of human trafficking.  You can help bring the 

gospel to homeless single moms.  You can help bring the gospel to orphans in Mongolia.  You can 

help to bring the gospel to Australia and Malawi and Afghanistan.  I pray God is calling some of you to 

go to those places and people groups, but what I hope you will see is that even if you never go to 

those specific people groups yourself, you can be part of bringing the gospel there by stepping into 

partnership with brothers and sisters in Christ who are already going. 

 

That brings me to the last thing we see from our text. 

 

3. God uses gospel partnerships to bring glory to Himself. 

6 And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the 

day of Jesus Christ. [skip down to verse 9] 9 And it is my prayer that your love may abound 

more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, 10 so that you may approve what is 

excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of 

righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 

 

The work that is happening in and through the Philippians is a work God is doing.  Paul says that in 

verse 6 and refers to it again in verse 11.  And since God is doing the work, God gets the glory. 

 

And that’s not just true in our individual lives, that’s true in our partnerships.  In the verses we just 

read, every time the word “you” occurs, it’s plural.  Paul is talking about a work Jesus is doing among 

people who have partnered together with him for the gospel.  God is using His work among gospel 



partners to bring glory to Himself because all the work that is accomplished is a work that is 

dependent on the grace of God to us through Jesus. 

 

And, ultimately, that’s the entire point of the gospel mission.  It’s a work that is entirely dependent on 

Jesus.  Only Jesus is strong enough to do the work require to save people from their sins.  Only 

Jesus can open doors of ministry in the darkest corners of this world.  Only Jesus can overcome the 

power of governments who are killing their own citizens when they convert to Christianity.  Only Jesus 

can do that kind of work…and He is. 

 

And, when you engage in gospel partnerships, you get to see Jesus do what only Jesus can do and 

when we see Jesus work, our hearts respond in worship and so do those people who come to know 

Jesus through His work in us. 

 

So, does it make your heart beat fast to see God glorified throughout the world?  Does it make your 

heart beat fast to see the gospel spread to our neighbors and the nations?  Does it make your heart 

beat fast to think of having a joy-filled life?  Then, step into gospel partnerships today.  Say ‘yes’ to 

whatever way Jesus might be stirring you to pray, give and go on mission in this world.  Are you 

trusting in Jesus? 


