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This morning marks the halfway point in our study of the book of Daniel.  Remember, Daniel was a Jewish 
young man who was taken captive by the Babylonian King, Nebuchadnezzar, 600 years before the birth of 
Jesus.  And from the moment he arrived in Babylon, Daniel was under constant pressure to turn his back on 
God and adopt the godless culture of Babylon.  But, in each and every situation, Daniel remained faithful to 
God.  Even more, God remained faithful to Daniel.  He caused Daniel to be promoted to one of the highest 
positions of authority under the king. 
 
Then, last chapter, we witnessed the fall of the Babylonian Empire.  Just like God had prophesied, the Medo-
Persian Empire overthrew Babylon.  So, there’s a new king in town.  His name is Darius.  And, in our text, he is 
setting up his government in his newly conquered land…which means Daniel is starting all over again at the 
spry age of almost 90 years old. 
 
And, what we find out is that the more things change the more they stay the same.  Once again, Daniel will be 
promoted to the highest position under the king.  Once again, he will be pressured to turn his back on God.  
Once again, he will nearly lose his life.  Once again, he will remain faithful to God.  And, once again, God will 
remain faithful to Him.  And that’s so embedded in this text, it’s our big idea for today. 
 
Big Idea:  God is always faithful to His people, and He blesses those who are faithful to Him. 
 
Now, let’s walk through this pretty lengthy text and I will show you why I say that’s the point of the passage. 
 
Daniel 6:1–3 
1 It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom 120 satraps, to be throughout the whole kingdom; 2 and over 
them three high officials, of whom Daniel was one, to whom these satraps should give account, so that the 
king might suffer no loss. 3 Then this Daniel became distinguished above all the other high officials and 
satraps, because an excellent spirit was in him. And the king planned to set him over the whole kingdom. 
 
Notice our big idea in just these 3 verses.  You see God being faithful to Daniel here.  Just think about what has 
happened since the last part of chapter 5.  Darius invaded Babylon and killed the Babylonian king and 
destroyed his kingdom.  And you would think that would be bad news for someone who was basically the vice 
president to the outgoing king.  But not only does God spare Daniel’s life, He moves King Darius to place Daniel 
as one of three high officials over the Medo-Persian Empire.  God is being faithful to Daniel. 
 
And Daniel is being faithful to God.  Verse 3 says an “excellent spirit was in him.”  That word “excellent” means 
“exceptional, or surpassing.”  Daniel was such a faithful man that his life surpassed the lives of everyone 
around him.  And God blessed Him for it.  In verse 3, the king plans to promote Daniel over the entire 
kingdom.  So, this opening paragraph sets the tone for the rest of the chapter - God is always faithful to His 
people, and He blesses those who are faithful to Him. 
 
Daniel 6:4-5 
4 Then the high officials and the satraps sought to find a ground for complaint against Daniel with regard to 
the kingdom, but they could find no ground for complaint or any fault, because he was faithful, and no error 



or fault was found in him. 5 Then these men said, “We shall not find any ground for complaint against this 
Daniel unless we find it in connection with the law of his God.” 
 
Notice how these verses highlight just how faithfully Daniel lived.  When the most well-connected leaders of 
the nation tried to dig up dirt on him, they came up empty.  The only way they could possibly trap him was to 
use his devotion to God against him.  Which becomes their plan… 
 
Daniel 6:6-9 
6 Then these high officials and satraps came by agreement to the king and said to him, “O King Darius, live 
forever! 7 All the high officials of the kingdom, the prefects and the satraps, the counselors and the 
governors are agreed that the king should establish an ordinance and enforce an injunction, that whoever 
makes petition to any god or man for thirty days, except to you, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions. 
8 Now, O king, establish the injunction and sign the document, so that it cannot be changed, according to 
the law of the Medes and the Persians, which cannot be revoked.” 9 Therefore King Darius signed the 
document and injunction.  
 
They know Daniel is faithfully committed to God.  They know he is a man of prayer.  So, they propose a new 
law to the king.  For 30 days, no one in the entire kingdom would be allowed to ask anyone for anything 
except the king.  They were appealing to the king’s pride because it would make the king the one essential 
person in everyone’s life.  Effectively, it was putting the king in the place of God.  And government leaders love 
to live like ‘little g’ gods.  So, the king jumps at the thought and signs the law into effect. 
 
So, what will Daniel do? 
 
Daniel 6:10 
10 When Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he went to his house where he had windows in 
his upper chamber open toward Jerusalem. He got down on his knees three times a day and prayed and 
gave thanks before his God, as he had done previously.  
 
Don’t you love this?  “Daniel, did you hear about the new law?  Anyone who prays to any god or asks anything 
from any person will be put to death.  Daniel, what are you going to do?”  “I’m going to pray about it.”  He’s 
almost 90 years old.  He’s seen God move over and over again.  This isn’t his first rodeo.  He climbs the stairs 
of his home, opens the windows, gets on his knees, and prays 3 times a day.  Not because wants to be defiant 
to his king but because He knows he is dependent on God. 
 
Daniel 6:11-18 
11 Then these men came by agreement and found Daniel making petition and plea before his God. 12 Then 
they came near and said before the king, concerning the injunction, “O king! Did you not sign an injunction, 
that anyone who makes petition to any god or man within thirty days except to you, O king, shall be cast 
into the den of lions?” The king answered and said, “The thing stands fast, according to the law of the 
Medes and Persians, which cannot be revoked.” 13 Then they answered and said before the king, “Daniel, 
who is one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, O king, or the injunction you have signed, but 
makes his petition three times a day.”  
14 Then the king, when he heard these words, was much distressed and set his mind to deliver Daniel. And 
he labored till the sun went down to rescue him. 15 Then these men came by agreement to the king and said 
to the king, “Know, O king, that it is a law of the Medes and Persians that no injunction or ordinance that 
the king establishes can be changed.”  
16 Then the king commanded, and Daniel was brought and cast into the den of lions. The king declared to 
Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve continually, deliver you!” 17 And a stone was brought and laid on 



the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet and with the signet of his lords, that 
nothing might be changed concerning Daniel. 18 Then the king went to his palace and spent the night 
fasting; no diversions were brought to him, and sleep fled from him. 
 
So, King Darius signed a law on the premise that he was the most powerful man in the universe.  No one could 
get anything without his say-so.  But notice how powerless he is here.  He wants to save Daniel’s life, but he 
doesn’t have the power to do it.  He spent the day trying every way he could to save Daniel, but at the end of 
the day he discovered he was nothing more than a pawn.  Did you notice what he finally had to do?  He had to 
pray that God would save Daniel.  When he throws Daniel into the lion’s den, he shouts, “May God deliver 
you, Daniel.”  Then he spends the night fasting for Daniel.  He knows it will require a miracle.  The Persians 
designed those lion pits to torture their enemies.  No doubt, Darius had seen this play out many times before.  
Daniel didn’t stand a chance.  Yet, Darius spends the night fasting, desperately praying that God would do 
what the king couldn’t. 
 
Like Nebuchadnezzar earlier in this book, God is humbling a pagan king.  He’s exposing the plain truth that He 
alone is God.  He alone has the power to save. 
 
Daniel 6:19-24 
19 Then, at break of day, the king arose and went in haste to the den of lions. 20 As he came near to the den 
where Daniel was, he cried out in a tone of anguish. The king declared to Daniel, “O Daniel, servant of the 
living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to deliver you from the lions?” 21 Then 
Daniel said to the king, “O king, live forever! 22 My God sent his angel and shut the lions’ mouths, and they 
have not harmed me, because I was found blameless before him; and also before you, O king, I have done 
no harm.” 23 Then the king was exceedingly glad, and commanded that Daniel be taken up out of the den. 
So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no kind of harm was found on him, because he had trusted in his 
God. 24 And the king commanded, and those men who had maliciously accused Daniel were brought and 
cast into the den of lions—they, their children, and their wives. And before they reached the bottom of the 
den, the lions overpowered them and broke all their bones in pieces. 
 
First thing in the morning, the king runs to the lions’ den.  He cries out, “Daniel, has the living God saved you?”  
And the voice of an old man answers back…”O king, live forever!”  That was a customary phrase that was used 
to honor the king.  It was kind of like saying “long live the king.”  So, Daniel shows his respect to the king God 
had placed over him, but he glorifies God above all. He says, “My God sent his angel and shut the lions’ 
mouths.”  God turned the ravenous lions into harmless housecats…even though I’m not sure housecats are all 
that harmless. 
 
And notice exactly what Daniel says.  Why did God bless him? 22 “because I was found blameless before 
him.”  Daniel was faithful to God, so God blessed him in the lions’ den.  God blesses those who are faithful to 
him.  That’s our big idea again.  God is always faithful to His people, and He blesses those who are faithful to 
Him. 
 
The king rejoices for a moment and then turns his attention to the conspirators.  He has them and all their 
families thrown into the pit.  And, just to show that these lions were actually bona fide man-eaters, the author 
includes the fact that they were eaten before they reached the bottom.  That means there were lots of hungry 
lions in there.  Daniel wasn’t spared because he was good at playing hide and seek.  He was spared because 
God blessed him for his faithfulness. 
 
 
 



Daniel 6:25-28 
25 Then King Darius wrote to all the peoples, nations, and languages that dwell in all the earth: “Peace be 
multiplied to you. 26 I make a decree, that in all my royal dominion people are to tremble and fear before 
the God of Daniel, for he is the living God, enduring forever; his kingdom shall never be destroyed,  and his 
dominion shall be to the end. 27 He delivers and rescues;  he works signs and wonders in heaven and on 
earth, he who has saved Daniel from the power of the lions.” 28 So this Daniel prospered during the reign of 
Darius and the reign of Cyrus the Persian. 
 
Once again, God used Daniel to teach the most powerful man in the world the truth of who God is.  He is a 
Rescuer and Deliverer.  He alone is God.  And, just like Nebuchadnezzar, God uses Darius to proclaim that 
truth to the rest of the world.  And the story ends by saying Daniel prospered, or he was blessed, during the 
reign of Darius. 
 
So, there’s the story of Daniel and the lions’ den.  And the point of it all is our big idea:  God is always faithful 
to His people, and He blesses those who are faithful to Him.  And church, I pray this will steady your hearts in 
these unstable days.  No matter what the political climate is; No matter who is in the White House; No matter 
what happens a week from this Tuesday…no matter what is happening in your life right now…God is always 
faithful to His people!  And if you want to enjoy God’s blessing then live faithfully to God.  That’s the point of 
Daniel 6.  I want to go back through our text and see three things Daniel teaches us about living faithfully 
before the Lord. 
 
1. Living faithful to God…means honoring Him in all we do. 
 
Daniel lived with God-honoring integrity in every area of his life.  He had a spirit of excellence.  He did what 
was right because it was right…no matter how corrupt and unstable his government leaders or his coworkers 
were.  When the most powerful people in the kingdom launched an investigation of his life, they couldn’t find 
any fault.  He didn’t steal paper clips from the Persian government.  He didn’t cheat on his Persian taxes.  
When they looked up his search history on his computer, it was completely clean. 
 
Even more, he expressly worked for the glory of God.  Just think about a phrase that king Darius used twice. 
In verse 16, he says, “May your God, whom you serve continually, deliver you!”  Then, in verse 20, he says, “O 
Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to deliver you from the 
lions?” 
 
There was something Darius knew to be true about Daniel – Daniel served the Lord in everything he did.  
Daniel’s work was worship.  And that’s our call too. 
 
1 Corinthians 10:31 - So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. 
 
Colossians 3:23-24 - Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, 24 knowing that from the 
Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ. 
 
Living faithfully before the Lord means honoring Him in all we do. 

• Employees, how are you doing your work?  Is it as though you are doing it for the glory of God? 

• Students, how are you doing your work?  Is it as though you are doing it for the glory of God? 

• Volunteers, how are you doing your work?  Is it as though you are doing it for the glory of God? 
 
Can I encourage you to take a fresh look at everything you do?  No matter what it is, unless it is sin, it can be 
an act of worship.  I’m far from the perfect example of this, but I’ve told you before that this concept 



dramatically changed my life.  Once I realized that anything I do can be an act of worship, it changed the way I 
want to approach everything I do.  A couple weeks ago, I was making the bed.  And I was praying for my day as 
I made the bed.  And it occurred to me that the Lord would be honored if I made my bed to the best of my 
ability.  You better believe I straightened those sheets and pulled everything nice and tight!  I fluffed the 
pillows and made sure both sides of the bedspread were nice and even.  But because our God is honored 
when we do whatever we do for His glory. 
 
How would it change what you do if you did it as an act of worship to God?  What if someone launched an 
investigation into your life, would they conclude that your work is done with the kind of excellence that 
honors the Lord? 
 
2. Living faithful to God…means living as though God is all we need. 
 
The decree that the king signed was intended to make people live like the king was the one person that 
everyone in the kingdom needed to get anything done.  But Daniel knew better.  He knew God is the only 
person we need to get anything done, so he prayed. 
 
That’s a primary element of prayer.  It’s asking God to do what only God can do.  So, three times a day, every 
single day, Daniel got on his knees in prayer.  He believed he needed God so he asked Him to do what only 
God can do. 
 
So, Christian, let me ask you this:  do you pray like you need God to get anything and everything done? 

• Are you living like the fate of our nation rests in the work of God or are you living like the fate of our nation 
rests in the work of who will get elected?  Your prayers will give you your answer. 

• Are you living like the wellbeing of your family rests in the work of God or are you living like the wellbeing 
of your family rests in you?  Your prayers will give you your answer. 

• Are you living like the salvation of your Ones rests in the work of God or are you living like their salvation 
rests in you?  Your prayers will give you your answer. 

 
If your enemies were trying to take you down, would it ever dawn on them that their best strategy was to 
outlaw prayer?  Friends, the reality is that most of us don’t pray fervently and regularly, not because it’s 
against the law but because it’s against our deepest beliefs.  We just don’t live like we believe we need God, so 
we work, and we worry and we wait, but do we pray? 
 
3. Living faithful to God…means trusting He is always being faithful to us. 
 
I take this, not only from this chapter, but from everything we have seen so far in this book.  There are things 
you never find Daniel doing:  He doesn’t complain or rebel or doubt.  When he was taken from his home in 
Jerusalem (in chapter 1) or was thrown into a pit with the lions (in chapter 6), He simply lives like he believes 
God is always being faithful to His people. 
 
God is always faithful.  Even when you get thrown into the pit.  Even when you walk through the fire.  Even 
when you lose your home.  Even when you lose your job.  Even when you lose your life.  God is always faithful.  
You see, just because God spared Daniel, that doesn’t mean God will always spare our lives. 
 
Hebrews 11 tells us about the other stories of people who lived by faith, trusting the faithfulness of God. 
 
 
 



Hebrews 11:35-40 
Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they might rise again to a better life. 36 Others 
suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawn in 
two, they were killed with the sword. They went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, 
mistreated— 38 of whom the world was not worthy—wandering about in deserts and mountains, and in dens 
and caves of the earth. 39 And all these, though commended through their faith, did not receive what was 
promised, 40 since God had provided something better for us, that apart from us they should not be made 
perfect. 
 
God has promised something better for us than a long life on this earth.  And no matter what occurs in this 
life, whether you are spared from death or have to walk through it, God is faithful to His promise.  He eternally 
blesses those who in His faithfulness.  So, what are you walking through today?  What pit are you being 
thrown into?  What lions are threatening your life?  Are you willing to believe that God is being faithful…no 
matter how this situation turns out? 
 
And I want to close with one last thing from this chapter.  This story about Daniel isn’t just an example for how 
we should live.  It’s a picture of a Better Daniel. 
 
600 years after this story took place, Jesus Christ lived the only perfectly faithful life to ever be lived.  Like 
Daniel, He was falsely accused.  Like Daniel, He was sentenced to death.  Like Daniel, He was put into a place 
of death where a stone was put in place to keep Him in.  Like Daniel, He emerged from that tomb alive and 
well.  And like the end of chapter 6, Jesus sent a declaration to the entire world that God has provided 
salvation to all who will trust in Him through the work of Jesus. 
 
But, unlike Daniel, Jesus did that all for us.  You see, if blessing depends on our faithfulness, then we have 
already blown it.  None of us have lived perfectly faithful to God.  That’s why we need Jesus.  We need His 
forgiveness for our unfaithfulness, and we need His power to live faithful to God. 
 
And we don’t just need Jesus, we have Him.  If we will trust in Him and not ourselves and our faithfulness, He 
will open the door to the blessings of God and raise us up to live faithfully before God as Christ lives in us. 
 


