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Let’s start our study with a test of your observational skills.  
 

 
 
Ok.  So, what is that?  (It’s writing.  It’s in English.  It’s not very clear.)  Well, I spent a lot of time this week 
studying that writing…and here’s my best guess at what the title and first sentence say:  Empgu Imperial Cast 
Codex.  Circa 178 – 154 BC.  The Chinese used between double in the thyme of a specific which is trillions 
tortillas. 
 
No one knows for sure what it says, but that’s my best guess.  Does that help you know what this is? 
 
What if I told you that was a bush?  What if I told you it would make more sense if you didn’t zoom in but 
zoomed out? Ok.  Let’s give it a try. Let’s zoom out.   
 

 
 
What’s that?  It’s an elephant.  Do you see the bush in the foreground?  Our first picture is actually part of that 
bush.  Which is clearer, the elephant or the writing in the first picture that is part of the bush? 
 
So, what’s my point?  Well, this morning we are continuing our verse-by-verse study of the book of Daniel.  
And, from this point on the book is all about prophecy.  And there are a couple ways to study the prophecies 
in Daniel. 
 
One way is to try to focus in on every little detail…like who the anti-Christ will be and where the headquarters 
of the one-world government will be.  The challenge with that kind of study is that there are lots of things that 
aren’t really clear.  As a result, we can spend a lot of time trying to figure things out that only God knows…like 
who the anti-Christ will be.  Even more, when we strain to see things that aren’t clear, we have a much better 
chance of missing the big picture.  And we don’t want to miss the big picture.  There’s a reason God made it 
clear. 
 



So, even though we are going to work through a lot of details, we don’t want to miss the elephant in the room.  
So, we don’t want to leave this morning without taking a good look what God has made crystal clear. 
 
Daniel 7:1 (ESV) 
1 In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel saw a dream and visions of his head as he lay in his 
bed. Then he wrote down the dream and told the sum of the matter. 
 
This dream happened in the first year of Belshazzar’s reign, which was some time before chapter 5.  So, Daniel 
is letting us know that, in these final chapters, he is going back through the years and grouping together the 
prophecies God had given him throughout his life. 
 
Daniel 7:2–8 (ESV) 
2 Daniel declared, “I saw in my vision by night, and behold, the four winds of heaven were stirring up the 
great sea. 3 And four great beasts came up out of the sea, different from one another. 4 The first was like a 
lion and had eagles’ wings. Then as I looked its wings were plucked off, and it was lifted up from the ground 
and made to stand on two feet like a man, and the mind of a man was given to it. 5 And behold, another 
beast, a second one, like a bear. It was raised up on one side. It had three ribs in its mouth between its 
teeth; and it was told, ‘Arise, devour much flesh.’ 6 After this I looked, and behold, another, like a leopard, 
with four wings of a bird on its back. And the beast had four heads, and dominion was given to it. 7 After 
this I saw in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, terrifying and dreadful and exceedingly strong. It 
had great iron teeth; it devoured and broke in pieces and stamped what was left with its feet. It was 
different from all the beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns. 8 I considered the horns, and behold, 
there came up among them another horn, a little one, before which three of the first horns were plucked up 
by the roots. And behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking great things.  
 
Here’s the first part of Daniel’s dream:  Four wild beasts emerge from the sea.  Verse 17 tells us they represent 
4 kings and their kingdoms.  Remember, back in chapter 2 God gave Nebuchadnezzar a dream that involved 4 
kingdoms.  And for many reasons, most bible scholars believe the four kingdoms from Nebuchadnezzar’s 
dream correspond with the four kingdoms of this dream. 
 
That means the first kingdom, the lion that has eagles’ wings, is Babylon.  The second kingdom, the bear that is 
jacked up on one side, is Medo-Persia.  The third kingdom, the leopard with four wings, is Greece.  The text 
says that the leopard had four heads.  That’s interesting because after the death of Alexander the Great, the 
Greek empire was divided into four parts, each one having its own ruler. 
 
But then you get to the fourth kingdom, which would correspond with the Roman Empire.  And it’s 
immediately clear that the dream is emphasizing this kingdom in a way that is supposed to stand out from all 
the others.  It’s not compared to any animal.  It’s just a monster.  Verse 7 says it’s terrifying and dreadful and 
exceedingly strong.  It destroys everything in its way. 
 
And then the focus shifts to its horns.  Later in this chapter, we find that the horns represent kings.  It has ten 
of them, like a confederation of nations.  But then a small horn appears that uproots three of the other horns. 
And that’s when a weird dream gets bizarre.  The small horn has eyes and a mouth and starts saying all kinds 
of great, boastful things.  
  
So, here are four kingdoms that correspond with four great empires in world history.  But the emphasis is on 
the last kingdom.  It’s monstrous in a unique way…a way that will stand out in the entire history of this world. 
 
 



Daniel 7:9–10 (ESV) 
9 “As I looked, thrones were placed, and the Ancient of Days took his seat; his clothing was white as snow, 
and the hair of his head like pure wool; his throne was fiery flames; its wheels were burning fire. 10 A 
stream of fire issued and came out from before him; a thousand thousands served him, and ten thousand 
times ten thousand stood before him; the court sat in judgment, and the books were opened.  
 
Now the scene changes.  There are thrones.  And into the middle of those thrones, the Ancient of Days takes 
His seat.  This is clearly a reference to God.  His clothing and hair are white.  That suggests purity.  His throne is 
made of fiery flames.  His holiness burns like fire, consuming anything that isn’t holy and pure.  A great host 
stands before Him.  Angels and saints gather in His presence.  The point is clear: God has come to bring 
judgment.   
 
And that’s what happens next. 
 
Daniel 7:11–12 (ESV) 
11 “I looked then because of the sound of the great words that the horn was speaking. And as I looked, the 
beast was killed, and its body destroyed and given over to be burned with fire. 12 As for the rest of the 
beasts, their dominion was taken away, but their lives were prolonged for a season and a time.  
 
God brings judgment to the fourth beast.  It seems like verse 12 is saying that when the first three kingdoms 
came to an end, they lost their power as kingdoms but the people who lived in those kingdoms continued to 
live.  That makes historical sense because that’s exactly what happened when one empire would be overtaken 
by the other.  But that means something interesting about the end of the fourth kingdom.  It implies that it’s 
the last kingdom to ever fall.  Once it is defeated, that’s the end of the world as we know it.  So, this dream 
isn’t just about events that were in Daniel’s future.  It’s about events that are in ours. 
 
Daniel 7:13–14 
13 “I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one like a son of man, and 
he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him. 14 And to him was given dominion and glory 
and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting 
dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.  
 
The scene changes, again.  This time the focus is on one like a son of man who comes in the clouds.  I’ll cut to 
the chase here.  This is Jesus.  Jesus comes to the world and all the nations bow before Him.  He establishes a 
Kingdom, and it never fades away. 
 
This is a clear reference to the second coming of Jesus.  Listen to the way Jesus Himself describes His second 
coming in Matthew 24:30 and see if they sound familiar:  Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of 
Man, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of 
heaven with power and great glory. 
 
Jesus is describing His second coming with almost the exact same words as Daniel used 600 years before.  So, 
Daniel is describing the events that will occur before Jesus comes again.  We are taking a look into the 
future…but what does it mean?  That what the rest of the chapter is about. 
 
But, before we move into the interpretation of Daniel’s dream, let’s recap the first half.   

• Four kingdoms will rise and fall.   

• The fourth kingdom will be different from any other.  It will eventually have a ruler who speaks and acts in 
ways that set him apart.   



• Then, the judgment of God will come and bring all the kingdoms to an end.   

• Finally, Christ will come and establish His eternal kingdom. 
 
Daniel 7:15–18 (ESV) 
15 “As for me, Daniel, my spirit within me was anxious, and the visions of my head alarmed me. 16 I 
approached one of those who stood there and asked him the truth concerning all this. So he told me and 
made known to me the interpretation of the things. 17 ‘These four great beasts are four kings who shall 
arise out of the earth. 18 But the saints of the Most High shall receive the kingdom and possess the kingdom 
forever, forever and ever.’  
 
This is still part of Daniel’s dream.  He’s anxious and alarmed.  He doesn’t know what the dream means.  By 
the way, it makes me feel really good that one of the wisest, most godly men to ever live struggled to 
understand end times prophesy.  Just saying. 
 
So, he asks “one of those who stood there.”  I take him to be talking about one of the angels standing around 
the throne of God.  This makes sense because, in chapter 8, the angel Gabriel interprets Daniel’s next dream. 
 
And what does the angel say his dream means?  What’s the point? 
 
Verse 18 - Evil kingdoms will come into power, but when it’s all said and done, the people of God will receive 
Christ’s kingdom forever. 
 
Do you notice something about that?  It isn’t simply that Jesus will establish His kingdom.  It’s that Jesus will 
share His kingdom with all of His people.  And you might think the chapter would end there because the angel 
said that’s the big idea of the message.  But I love what happens next.  Daniel is like every other student of end 
times prophecy…He wants to know who the antichrist is…literally. 
 
Daniel 7:19–22 (ESV) 
19 “Then I desired to know the truth about the fourth beast, which was different from all the rest, 
exceedingly terrifying, with its teeth of iron and claws of bronze, and which devoured and broke in pieces 
and stamped what was left with its feet, 20 and about the ten horns that were on its head, and the other 
horn that came up and before which three of them fell, the horn that had eyes and a mouth that spoke great 
things, and that seemed greater than its companions. 21 As I looked, this horn made war with the saints and 
prevailed over them, 22 until the Ancient of Days came, and judgment was given for the saints of the Most 
High, and the time came when the saints possessed the kingdom.  
 
So, Daniel starts asking the angel to tell him more about this fourth beast.  It’s clearly different than any other 
kingdom.  Even more, that small horn that is on its head is commanding Daniel’s interest.  Then, in verse 21, 
you see that the vision is still going.  As Daniel is looking on, the horn makes war with God’s people, described 
here as the saints.  And, he doesn’t just make war, he prevails over them.  That means it looks like he is 
winning.  Saints are dying in the war.  They are wounded and injured and battered in the war. 
 
And v. 22 says that’s what happens until God comes and pours out judgment and brings the beast to an end 
and gives Christ’s Kingdom to His people forever and ever.  That means this kingdom isn’t just ancient Rome 
because ancient Rome has faded from the scene, but Jesus has not yet returned.  This has to be referring to an 
earthly kingdom that appears before the return of Jesus. 
 
There will be a confederation of world leaders who will come together and resurrect something that 
resembles the Roman Empire.  Growing up I remember people talking about the European Union or the 



United Nations.  I don’t know exactly how it’s going to happen, but it will occur in some form or fashion before 
Jesus comes again.  But one world leader will rise above them all.  The small horn from Daniel’s dream. 
 
Daniel 7:23–25 (ESV) 
23 “Thus he said: ‘As for the fourth beast, there shall be a fourth kingdom on earth, which shall be different 
from all the kingdoms, and it shall devour the whole earth, and trample it down, and break it to pieces. 24 
As for the ten horns, out of this kingdom ten kings shall arise, and another shall arise after them; he shall be 
different from the former ones, and shall put down three kings. 25 He shall speak words against the Most 
High, and shall wear out the saints of the Most High, and shall think to change the times and the law; and 
they shall be given into his hand for a time, times, and half a time.  
 
Now we see another way the fourth kingdom is different.  It devours the whole earth.  It subdues the entire 
world.  This small horn is a king who will rise above all the other world leaders. 
 
And notice what he will do in verse 25: 

• He will speak words against God.  He will blaspheme God. 

• He will wear out the saints.  That’s another reference to the persecution Daniel was seeing a few 
verses ago.  That word “wear out” is in reference to a garment becoming threadbare.  He will oppress 
Christians to the point that their lives will be miserable.  Religious freedom will be abolished.  His 
government will put pressure and persecution on believers. 

• He will think to change the times and the law.  The word “times” is likely a reference to religious 
festivals and holy days.  The ‘law” could be a reference to religious or moral codes.  Can you imagine a 
time when the moral codes of this world begin to dramatically change?  When things that have been 
considered morally wrong since the beginning of the world become celebrated as though they are 
morally virtuous? 

 
That’s what this world leader will do before Jesus comes again.  And he will have power for a time, times and 
half a time.  That’s often interpreted as 3 and a half years.  A time is one.  Times are two.  A half a time is, well, 
a half.  When you add that together, it becomes 3 and a half.  Now, look at what we find in the book of 
Revelation. 
 
Revelation 13:5–8 (ESV) 
5 And the beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous words, and it was allowed to exercise 
authority for forty-two months. 6 It opened its mouth to utter blasphemies against God, blaspheming his name 
and his dwelling, that is, those who dwell in heaven. 7 Also it was allowed to make war on the saints and to 
conquer them. And authority was given it over every tribe and people and language and nation, 8 and all who 
dwell on earth will worship it, everyone whose name has not been written before the foundation of the world 
in the book of life of the Lamb who was slain. 
 
Clearly, this is talking about the same person.  Almost all the descriptions are the same as Daniel 7.  He has 
authority for 42 months.  That’s 3 ½ years.  He blasphemes God and establishes a kingdom that covers all the 
nations of the earth.  He makes war against God’s people.  
 
Some refer to this person as the antichrist.  2 Thessalonians 2 calls him “the man of lawlessness.”  We will talk 
more about him in our study of the next few chapters.  But what I want you to see is what our text makes 
clear… 
 
 
 



Daniel 7:26 (ESV) 
26 But the court shall sit in judgment, and his dominion shall be taken away, to be consumed and destroyed 
to the end.  
 
The antichrist will come.  This world is heading toward persecution and lawlessness.  The enemy of God will 
seem to be getting the upper hand…but God’s court will sit in judgment.  God will bring judgment.  And every 
godless power and authority will be fully and finally destroyed.  I like the way verse 26 says it…destroyed to 
the end.  But something more than judgment is coming… 
 
Daniel 7:27–28 (ESV) 
27 And the kingdom and the dominion and the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven shall be 
given to the people of the saints of the Most High; his kingdom shall be an everlasting kingdom, and all 
dominions shall serve and obey him.’ 28 “Here is the end of the matter. As for me, Daniel, my thoughts 
greatly alarmed me, and my color changed, but I kept the matter in my heart.” 
 
The kingdom that belongs to Jesus will be shared to God’s people.  And it will never end.  Daniel says that’s the 
end of the matter.  That’s everything you need to know about end times prophecy and what’s going to happen 
before Jesus comes again…and I didn’t even have to use a graph or a chart…that comes next week. 
 
Now, let’s just take a few moments and meditate on a few things that are really clear about this vision.  It’s 
telling us about what will happen before the end of this world so we can be ready and not caught unprepared.  
Several things are coming. 
 
Evil, godless kingdoms will begin to emerge on the world’s scene until there is one, great kingdom led by one, 
truly evil man.  And he will declare war against God’s people.  That means tribulation is coming. 
 
That’s the direction this world is heading.  Trials and tribulations will be a part of life for God’s people.  And 
the nearer we get to the end, the more widespread and intense the trials will become. 
 
And, church, it’s essential that we understand this.  The world will only get worse before it gets better.  The 
night only gets darker until dawn.  God doesn’t tell us that to demoralize us.  He tells us that to strengthen our 
resolve. 
 
1 Peter 4:12-13 
12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something 
strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also 
rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. 
 
If you are going to follow Jesus, you will have to endure the trials that come from a world that is putting 
pressure on you to turn your back on God.  Don’t be surprised.  God has clearly warned us. 
 
I got an email this week from one of our snowbirds.  He let me know that his Baptist church up north will be 
voting in a couple of weeks on whether or not they will change their stance on homosexuality.  Like countless 
congregations, they are facing increasing pressure to adopt the views of our world on sexuality.  Pray for that 
church to stand firm on the teaching of God’s word. 
 
And if they stand firm, it’s going to cost them.  People will leave that church.  People will lose friends.  Families 
will be divided.  They are walking through a pressure-filled trial of their faith.  Pray they stand firm. 
 



And pray that we will stand firm, as well.  As we navigate the days that are to come, I have no doubt that the 
pressure from our culture is only going to increase.  And church, I pray we will make up our minds in advance.  
If it costs us our jobs.  If it costs us favor in our community.  If it costs us these buildings and our property.  If it 
costs us our very lives, may we never compromise the truth of God’s word.  May we always live as though we 
only have one King…and His name is Jesus. 
 
Tribulation is coming.  Are you ready?  But tribulation won’t last forever, and evil rulers won’t win in the end.  
Our text makes it clear.  God will set up court.  That means judgment is coming. 
 
One day, we will all stand in the court of God’s judgment.  His holy fire will be poured out on every sin.  And 
that’s not good news for a room full of sinners like us.  But there is good news.  Romans 10:13 says that 
everyone who will call on the name of the Lord Jesus will be saved.  You see, God sent His Son, Jesus, to live 
and die in our place.  At the cross, Jesus bore the punishment for our sin so that we could be forgiven and 
saved from the wrath that is to come.  If you will trust in Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, you will be 
spared in the day of judgment.  
 
If you have never placed your faith and trust in Jesus Christ, today is the day of salvation.  Right now, call on 
Jesus to save you.  Turn from your sin and trust in His mercy and grace.   
 
Judgment is coming.  Are you ready? 
 
But the end of the story isn’t judgment.  It’s glory.  The great kingdom of God will be established on the new 
heavens and earth.  All God’s people will enjoy Him forever and ever.  And that Kingdom will have a King.  He 
is the Son of Man.  His name is Jesus.  That means Jesus is coming. 
 
Brothers and sisters, Jesus is coming again.  This world is growing dark, but dawn is on the horizon.  Jesus is 
coming again.  This world is fading away, but you don’t have to fear the future.  Jesus is coming again. 
 
In case you didn’t know it, there’s an election coming on Tuesday.  And I know a lot of people are putting a lot 
of hope on how Tuesday goes.  I know half our country is going to celebrate and half our country is going to 
mourn.  But can I let you in on a little secret?  No matter what happens on Tuesday, you can wake up with 
hope on Wednesday.  Jesus is coming again.   
 
If you are in Christ, no matter what you are facing, your future is glorious.  Jesus is going to share His perfect 
Kingdom with you.  All the sadness and sorrow and pain will be gone forever.  Endless joy and pleasure will be 
yours.  The enemy will be gone. 
 
Jesus is coming again.  Are you ready?  And when you put that all together, you get our big idea for today… 
 
Big Idea:  Before all is said and done, tribulation is coming and judgment is coming and Jesus is coming. 
 
Don’t ignore the elephant in the room.  Are you ready? 


