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Last week, we started the section of this book that contains prophecies about the future of our world.  
And, when we study prophecy, we all have a natural tendency to try and figure out the details.  And 
that’s certainly part of faithful Bible study.  But it’s also something we have to be careful doing.  We 
don’t want to get so consumed with details that aren’t clear that we miss seeing the big picture God 
wants us to see. 
 
So, as we go through the remainder of our study in Daniel, we are going to work extra hard to not 
lose sight of the big picture.  And, to that end, I want to teach you something about the big picture of 
the book of Daniel.  This book is written with a special structure.  It’s called a “chiastic pattern.”  The 
word “chiastic” comes from the Greek letter “chi,” which looks just like our English letter “x.”  A 
“chiastic pattern” is a crossway pattern of words or concepts that are stated and then repeated in 
reverse order.  For instance, the phrase “When the going gets tough, the tough get going,” is a simple 
chiastic pattern. 
 
The Bible is filled with chiastic patterns.  For example, Jesus’ words in Mark 2:27 are in the form of a 
chiasm: “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath.”  Chiastic patterns are all over 
the Bible because they help reinforce important concepts.  And the entire book of Daniel is structured 
around a chiastic pattern.  As a matter of fact, the book of Daniel is a very special kind of chiasm.  It’s 
a double-chiasm.  So, check out this outline of the book of Daniel. 
 
 
 
 

 



So, clearly you can see how this forms the “x” of a chiasm.  On the left side is the pattern from the 
first 7 chapters.  On the right is the pattern of the last 5 chapters.   
 
Notice that chapters 2 and 7 have the same theme – Kingdom Prophecies.  Chapter 2 is about 
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream.  In that dream, God revealed His plan for 4 earthly kingdoms and how He 
would bring them to an end and establish His own eternal kingdom on the earth.  And, like we saw 
last week, chapter 7 has that same theme.  It’s about Daniel’s dream.  In that dream, God reveals His 
plan regarding the same 4 kingdoms from Neb’s dream.  And, like chapter 2, God reveals His plan to 
establish an eternal kingdom through Jesus.  So, chapters 2 and 7 are prophecies about kingdoms. 
 
Also, notice that chapters 2-7 on the left are in a tan color while chapters 8-12 on the right are in a 
beige color.  The reason for that is chapters 2-7 are written in Aramaic, the commonly used language 
among the Gentile nations of the world in Daniel’s day.  God wrote those chapters in the common 
language of the world so that everyone in the world might have an opportunity to know the truth about 
who God is and what He promises to do for those who trust Him. 
 
But, in chapter 8, a new section begins.  The rest of the book is written in Hebrew, the language of 
the Jews, because the prophecies in this section begin to focus more and more on the people of 
Israel.  But even though the focus changes, the pattern mirrors the first section of Daniel.  This week 
is another vision about kingdom prophecy.  And, while we are going to need to sort through quite a 
few details, some of them are downright weird at first glance.  Then, we will come back around to 
connect what we see with the big picture from chapter 7. 
 
So, with that in mind, let’s get started on Daniel 8. 
 
Daniel 8:1–2 
1 In the third year of the reign of King Belshazzar a vision appeared to me, Daniel, after that 
which appeared to me at the first. 2 And I saw in the vision; and when I saw, I was in Susa the 
citadel, which is in the province of Elam. And I saw in the vision, and I was at the Ulai canal. 
 
This is the third year of King Belshazzar’s reign.  That’s about 550 BC.  That means Daniel is still 
living in Babylon.  But, in his vision he was in Susa.  Now, that might not mean a lot to you, but Susa 
was one of the royal cities of the Persian Empire.  If you remember our study of the book of Esther, 
she was living in the Medo-Persian Empire and was brought to the palace of the king in Susa.  So, 
Daniel is living in Babylon but is transported in a vision to the Persian city of Susa. 
 
Daniel 8:3–4 
3 I raised my eyes and saw, and behold, a ram standing on the bank of the canal. It had two 
horns, and both horns were high, but one was higher than the other, and the higher one came 
up last. 4 I saw the ram charging westward and northward and southward. No beast could 
stand before him, and there was no one who could rescue from his power. He did as he 
pleased and became great. 
 
In verse 20, we find out that this ram represents the Medo-Persian Empire.  Its two horns represent 
the fact that it was two kingdoms that formed one empire.  It says the second horn came up later and 
became more prominent.  That’s exactly what happened with the Medo-Persian Empire.  Basically, 
the same year Daniel has this dream, the Persian King, Cyrus, gained control of Media and made 
Persia the dominant part of the Medo-Persian Empire. 
 
Verse 4 says the ram charged westward, northward, and southward…and no other beast could stop 
it.  Again, that’s what happened in history.  The Medo-Persian Empire primarily spread in those 
directions.  Now, remember that Daniel is having this dream in 550 BC while he is living in Babylon, 



which is to the west of Susa.  God is saying the Persians are coming west and will not be stopped.  
Which is exactly what happened.  Remember, Daniel recorded that event in chapter 5.  So, we are 
reading a prophecy containing specific events that have been clearly fulfilled. 
 
Daniel 8:5–8 
5 As I was considering, behold, a male goat came from the west across the face of the whole 
earth, without touching the ground. And the goat had a conspicuous horn between his eyes. 6 
He came to the ram with the two horns, which I had seen standing on the bank of the canal, 
and he ran at him in his powerful wrath. 7 I saw him come close to the ram, and he was 
enraged against him and struck the ram and broke his two horns. And the ram had no power 
to stand before him, but he cast him down to the ground and trampled on him. And there was 
no one who could rescue the ram from his power. 8 Then the goat became exceedingly great, 
but when he was strong, the great horn was broken, and instead of it there came up four 
conspicuous horns toward the four winds of heaven.  
 
Now, there’s a new kingdom on the scene.  Verse 21 tells us the weird floating goat represents 
Greece.  It flies across the face of the whole earth.  That congers images of an effortless movement 
across the earth.  And, when you look back at the expansion of the Greek Empire, that’s exactly what 
you find.  Under the leadership of Alexander the Great, Greece basically conquered the known world 
in less than a decade.  So, the horn that is between the eyes of the goat is clearly Alexander the 
Great.  And he overthrows the Medo-Persian Empire and tramples it to the ground. That happened in 
330 BC.   
 
So, let’s start putting something together here.  When did Daniel have this vision?  550 BC.  When 
was this very clear prophecy fulfilled?  330 BC.  So, 220 years in advance, God clearly told His 
people what was going to happen.  And it clearly happened exactly the way God said it would. 
 
But we aren’t done.  Verse 8 says that after Alexander was gone, he was replaced by 4 leaders.  
Guess what?  That’s exactly what happened.  His kingdom was divided into four parts and each part 
had its own ruler.  Another specific event God said would happen.   
 
Let’s keep reading. 
 
Daniel 8:9–14 
9 Out of one of them came a little horn, which grew exceedingly great toward the south, 
toward the east, and toward the glorious land. 10 It grew great, even to the host of heaven. 
And some of the host and some of the stars it threw down to the ground and trampled on 
them. 11 It became great, even as great as the Prince of the host. And the regular burnt 
offering was taken away from him, and the place of his sanctuary was overthrown. 12 And a 
host will be given over to it together with the regular burnt offering because of transgression, 
and it will throw truth to the ground, and it will act and prosper. 13 Then I heard a holy one 
speaking, and another holy one said to the one who spoke, “For how long is the vision 
concerning the regular burnt offering, the transgression that makes desolate, and the giving 
over of the sanctuary and host to be trampled underfoot?” 14 And he said to me, “For 2,300 
evenings and mornings. Then the sanctuary shall be restored to its rightful state.”  
 
So, the Greek Empire would be split into four parts.  Verse 9 says out of one of those divisions would 
come a new leader who would become very powerful to the South and East of Greece, including the 
glorious land.  That’s a description of the land of Palestine or Israel.  It was glorious because God had 
a Temple built there.  And that temple was the one place on earth where God most clearly and 
powerfully manifest His glory. 
 



Before we talk about this new world leader, let’s read the explanation Daniel receives about him.  
 
Daniel 8:15–27 
15 When I, Daniel, had seen the vision, I sought to understand it. And behold, there stood 
before me one having the appearance of a man. 16 And I heard a man’s voice between the 
banks of the Ulai, and it called, “Gabriel, make this man understand the vision.” 17 So he 
came near where I stood. And when he came, I was frightened and fell on my face. But he said 
to me, “Understand, O son of man, that the vision is for the time of the end.” 18 And when he 
had spoken to me, I fell into a deep sleep with my face to the ground. But he touched me and 
made me stand up. 19 He said, “Behold, I will make known to you what shall be at the latter 
end of the indignation, for it refers to the appointed time of the end. 20 As for the ram that you 
saw with the two horns, these are the kings of Media and Persia. 21 And the goat is the king of 
Greece. And the great horn between his eyes is the first king. 22 As for the horn that was 
broken, in place of which four others arose, four kingdoms shall arise from his nation, but not 
with his power. 23 And at the latter end of their kingdom, when the transgressors have 
reached their limit, a king of bold face, one who understands riddles, shall arise. 24 His power 
shall be great—but not by his own power; and he shall cause fearful destruction and shall 
succeed in what he does, and destroy mighty men and the people who are the saints. 25 By 
his cunning he shall make deceit prosper under his hand, and in his own mind he shall 
become great. Without warning he shall destroy many. And he shall even rise up against the 
Prince of princes, and he shall be broken—but by no human hand. 26 The vision of the 
evenings and the mornings that has been told is true, but seal up the vision, for it refers to 
many days from now.” 27 And I, Daniel, was overcome and lay sick for some days. Then I rose 
and went about the king’s business, but I was appalled by the vision and did not understand 
it. 
 
Daniel, we know how you feel!  Even Gabriel’s explanation is hard to understand.  So, let me try to 
unpack as best I can. 
 
The world leader introduced in verse 9 will be from Greece.  He will exercise his great power against 
the nation of Israel.  Verse 10 says he will throw down some of the stars and trample on them.  In 
Gabriel’s explanation, verse 24 says he will he says will cause fearful destruction and destroy mighty 
men and people who are the saints.  So, the stars represent the people of God who will be destroyed 
by this ruler.  Verse 11 says that he will have power over the burnt offering and the place of God’s 
sanctuary.  That’s clearly a reference to the temple in Jerusalem.  Verse 23 says these events will 
occur near the end of the Greek Empire. 
 
So, when did the Greek Empire come to an end?  About 146 BC.  So, is there anyone who fits this 
description near that point in time?  Absolutely.  There was a Greek ruler named Antiochus 
Epiphanes.  He began to rule in 175 BC.  And he fits every one of these descriptions perfectly. 
 
He exercised power against the nation of Israel.  History tells us he persecuted the faithful people in 
Israel who wouldn’t conform to his godless rules.  One account says he had 80,000 Jewish men, 
women and children killed during his attack on Jerusalem. 
 
Verses 11 and 25 say he would try and make himself look as good as God.  Antiochus Epiphanes 
chose his own name because it means “the illustrious one.”  He had coins made with his image on 
them.  Under his image were the words “theos epiphanes,” which means “manifestation of God.” 
 
Even more, Antiochus Epiphanes set up worship inside the Temple of God in Jerusalem.  He stopped 
the daily sacrifices of the Jewish priests, just like verse 11 said.  He even brought a statue of Zeus 



into the Holy Place and sacrificed pigs on the altar.  He trampled the holy place and the truth about 
God, exactly like this prophecy said. 
 
In verse 13, Daniel hears two voices in a conversation.  The first voice asks how long the part of the 
vision would last that concerned the burnt offerings and the persecution of the people in Israel.  The 
other voice answers back that it will last 2300 evenings and mornings.  That’s just over 6 years and 4 
months.  Do you know how long Antiochus Epiphanes terrorized Jerusalem and defiled the temple?  
In the fall of 170 BC, he had the high priest of God killed.  By December 164, Antiochus had been 
removed and Judas Maccabeus cleansed and rededicated the temple.  Guess how long that is?  6 
years, 4 months. 
 
And when is Daniel having this vision?  550 BC.  That’s nearly 400 years before this prophecy would 
be fulfilled. This is an amazing expression of the Bible’s inspiration and inerrancy.  God tells Daniel 
what is going to happen 400 years in advance more clearly than our news media reports what 
happened yesterday.  And before we meditate on this reality, I want to show you one more thing. 
 
Verse 17:  But he said to me, “Understand, O son of man, that the vision is for the time of the 
end.” 
 
This vision is for the time of the end.  Now, the meaning of this phrase is debated.  Some scholars 
say it could mean the time at the end of the kingdoms of Greece.  And that’s definitely a possibility.  
But that phrase can just as rightly designate the end of time.  And that’s what I take him to mean.  
 
Because when you look at this passage through that lens, you find this prophecy of Antiochus 
Epiphanes serves as a type, or a foreshadowing, of another leader who will emerge on the world’s 
scene.  We talked about him last week.  He is the man of lawlessness or the antichrist.  And he 
perfectly matches the description of the leader in this passage. 
 

• In 8:9, this leader is described as a little horn at his beginning, in 7:8, the antichrist is described 
the same way. 

• In 8:24, this leader is said to have great power that does not come from himself.  In 2 
Thessalonians 2:9, the antichrist is described like this, “The coming of the lawless one is by the 
activity of Satan with all power and false signs and wonders.”  The antichrist will be filled with the 
power of Satan. 

• In 8:24, this leader will persecute the saints and kill many of them.  In Revelation 13:4, 7, we are 
told the antichrist makes war and kills the saints 

 
And we could go on and on with the comparisons.  What it seems God is giving us is ironclad 
evidence that just like His prophecies about Antiochus Epiphanes were fulfilled to the smallest detail, 
the same will be true with the prophecies about the antichrist and the second coming of Jesus. 
 
And this is where we need to focus back on the big picture.  Remember what we talked about last 
week.  Once all is said and done, Jesus will return to receive glory in His victory over the powers of 
darkness and to share His kingdom with everyone who will place their faith and trust in Him as their 
Lord and Savior.  That’s the big picture prophecy we saw last week.  And then, in the very next 
chapter after telling us that, He gives us a prophecy we can see was perfectly fulfilled in every, little 
detail.  Nothing was overlooked.  He made it all come about. 
 
God is being so kind here.  He wants us to know that He knows exactly what is going to happen.  
Even more, He wants us to know that it’s all part of His good plan to bring glory to Jesus and good to 
us.   
 



 
And that’s our big idea for this morning: 
 
God perfectly knows our future and has a perfect plan for His glory and our good. 
 
And isn’t that amazing news for us this week?  With another election cycle behind us and a hurricane 
popping up out of the blue…it “just so happens” that we are here we are in this passage being 
reminded of this truth:  God knows exactly what will happen and it’s all part of His good plan.  
 
And, before we end our study for this morning, I want to share with you two ways I believe we should 
respond to the truth we’ve seen. 
 
1. Renew our confidence in God’s Ways 

 
God has a perfect plan that includes every detail in our lives, including our pain and suffering, 
including the events we wouldn’t choose.  He perfectly knows our future and has a perfect plan for 
His glory and our good.  His ways are best, so it’s best for us to have confidence in His ways. 
 
And, let me just ask you this:  what thing is part of your life today that caught you completely off 
guard?  What news have you heard or what situation have you encountered that made your heart 
sink or made you feel like the floor dropped out from under you? 
 
That did not catch God off guard.  He perfectly knew that would be part of your life and it’s part of His 
perfect plan for His glory and your good.  His ways are right and good.  And He is calling us to trust 
His purposes even when we don’t understand His plan. 
 
Just think how differently we would approach the difficult things we encounter if deep down in our 
hearts we could confidently hear the voice of God saying, “I knew this was coming and I have a 
perfect plan that includes this.  It’s going to show my glory and it’s going to bring you good.” 
 
May we be renewed in our confidence that God knows and does what is best.  That His ways are 
right and His plan for His glory and our good includes every detail of our lives. 
 
2. Renew our Commitment to God’s Word 
 
God’s word is perfectly true and completely dependable.  When we see prophecies fulfilled like 
history reveals about chapter 8, we should be renewed in our confidence that the bible is the inspired, 
inerrant word of God. 
 
And, in the prophecy we read this morning, God tells us an interesting strategy that is employed by 
the godless leader in our text. 
 
Verse 12 says he will “throw truth to the ground…” 
Verse 25 - By his cunning he shall make deceit prosper under his hand,” 
 
That matches up with what God warns us about what will happen before Jesus comes again. 
 
2 Thessalonians 2:9-10  9 The coming of the lawless one is by the activity of Satan with all power and 
false signs and wonders, 10 and with all wicked deception for those who are perishing, because they 
refused to love the truth and so be saved.  
 



Before Jesus comes again, the spirit of antichrist will lead people to reject the truth.  Or, as Daniel 
puts it, the truth will be thrown to the ground.  And that is precisely what is happening in nearly every 
facet of our world.  We are seeing a wholesale rejection of truth. 
 
Following this week’s election, the Washington Post ran this headline:  ABORTION RIGHTS 
ADVOCATES SCORE MAJOR MIDTERM VICTORIES ACROSS U.S.  From California to Vermont 
and multiple states in between, people in our nation voted to enshrine the right to abortion into law.  In 
Vermont, their state constitution now guarantees a right to abortion through all nine months of 
pregnancy up to the day of birth.  It removes any right of conscience for healthcare workers who 
oppose abortion, meaning they can lose their jobs if they refuse to participate in an abortion.  It also 
removes parental rights for minors concerning their sexual and gender-related decisions. 
 
The truth of God’s word is being thrown to the ground in our nation.  And it’s one thing to lament that 
for our world in general, but what about each one of our individual lives.  Are you living by faith and in 
obedience to the Bible as the word of God?  Do you treasure the Bible as your source of absolute 
truth?  How are you determining the best way for you to live?  By adopting the best practices of our 
world or by looking to God’s word?  May we be renewed in our commitment to the Bible as the perfect 
word of God. 
 
He knows what is best and has preserved His truth in this book.  And the pinnacle of truth that is 
revealed in this book is the gospel of Jesus.  It’s the greatest display in the history of our world that 
God has a perfect plan that will bring glory and bring us great good. 
 
You see, the Bible reveals that Jesus is the Son of God who was sent into this world to live a perfect 
and sinless life…a life we have all failed to live.  And even though Jesus was perfect, He was 
despised and rejected by sinful men.  He was unjustly crucified on a Roman cross, but the murder of 
His Son didn’t catch God off guard.  It was part of a perfect plan.  While Jesus was dying on that 
cross, God placed the sin of the world on Jesus.  That means His death was a sacrifice for sin that 
provides a way for us to be forgiven and restored to God. 
 
God’s grace to us in Jesus allows us to become sons and daughters of God, adopted into God’s 
family and part of His plan to bring eternal good to His people. 


