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Luke 2:1-20 

1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all 

went to be registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the 

town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of 

the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with 

child. 6 And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to 

her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because 

there was no place for them in the inn. 8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in 

the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, 

and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the 

angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all 

the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 

Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and 

lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 

praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those 

with whom he is pleased!” 15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the 

shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 

happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found 

Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made known 

the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at 

what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in 

her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard 

and seen, as it had been told them. 

 

This morning, we are continuing our Advent series on Luke 2 where we are focusing on the 4 

traditional themes of Advent: Peace, Joy, Hope, and Love.  This morning, we are going to look 

through the lens of joy to see that the coming of Jesus brought joy into this world. 

 

And, when you dig into our text, you find powerful truth that is intended to stir up joy in all our hearts.  

And I want you to know that’s been something I’ve been praying for you.  That you would leave this 

place alive with joy…deep, abiding joy…sober, stable joy…abundant, eternal joy.  So, let’s walk 

through this text and see what there is to learn about the Joy that Jesus brings. 

 

8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock 

by night. 

 

Luke sets the scene by telling us that a group of shepherds were keeping watch over their flock by 

night.  Something you might know about Luke is that he was a physician.  (Colossians 4:4).  As you 



might expect from a doctor, his writings are filled with meticulous and purposeful detail.  And one of 

the important details he includes here is the fact that the shepherds were in the same region as Mary 

and Joseph when Jesus was born.  That word “region” simply means “a portion of land.”  In James 

5:4, it’s used to refer to an individual’s field.  So, Luke is letting us know that these shepherds were 

tending their flock close by Mary and Joseph, possibly in the field that was adjacent to where Jesus 

was lying in a manger. 

 

And where were Mary and Joseph?  They were in Bethlehem, which is about 5 miles from Jerusalem.  

And you might wonder why that detail matters.  Well, it matters because there was a very special 

flock of sheep kept in the region between Bethlehem and Jerusalem.  These sheep were raised to be 

sacrificed at the temple in Jerusalem.  I don’t know if you’ve ever thought about it, but the Temple in 

Jerusalem would have required a massive number of sheep.  Two times every day, a sheep would be 

sacrificed at the Temple – one in the morning and one at night.  It was a reminder that people were 

always sinning, always in need of atonement and never actually able to take away sins.  In addition to 

that sacrifice for the nation, people from all over Israel traveled to Jerusalem to offer sacrifices on 

behalf of themselves and their families.  Many of them would buy a lamb once they arrived near 

Jerusalem since sacrificial lambs couldn’t have any defect or blemishes and traveling with a lamb 

increased the odds of it being lost or injured.  So, there had to be an immense number of sheep that 

were pastured between Bethlehem and Jerusalem to meet the demand for all the sacrifices of the 

people of Israel.  As a matter of fact, ancient Hebrew teaching says that any stray sheep found in that 

area should be assumed to belong to that special flock. (Mishnah; Shekalim 7:4)  And the shepherds 

who tended that flock would have been trained to understand the teaching of the Old Testament Law 

of God.  They would have been able to spot the lambs that had no defects or blemishes and were 

qualified to be sacrificial lambs. 

 

My good friend, Jim Johnson, has some in-depth teaching about this on his website, 

http://justapreacherministries.org/where_was_jesus_born_study.html  

 

So, here are these shepherds who likely have been tasked to watch over the flock of sheep that 

supplied God’s temple with sacrificial lambs.  Their lives would have been a constant reminder of the 

fact that people were filling this dark world with sin every day and even the good things, like 

worshiping God at His temple, weren’t making things better.  These shepherds raising sacrificial 

sheep would have had a unique perspective on just how much sin was in their world since it required 

a countless supply of sacrificial lambs.  So, it’s appropriate that we find them here in our text in the 

middle of the dark night, keenly aware of the darkness of sin. 

 

And that’s when it happened.  Heaven broke through the darkness.  Look at verse 9:  And an angel 

of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 

filled with great fear. 

 

Into a dark and sin-filled world, the light of God’s glory breaks through.  This is one of the reasons we 

light candles at Advent.  When Jesus came into this world, the light of God’s glory invaded the 

darkness of this world and darkness is no match for light.  I’ve never flipped on a light switch and 

wondered if the darkness would overcome the light.  That’s not the way it works.  Darkness cannot 

http://justapreacherministries.org/where_was_jesus_born_study.html


stand in the presence of light.  And the glory of God invaded the darkness of this sinful world.  And 

the shepherds were scared to death. 

 

Verse 9 says they were filled with great fear.  The word “great” translates the Greek word “megas.”  

Mega is a word we’ve adopted from that Greek word.  It pertains to something that is exceedingly 

great in comparison to a standard.  For instance, if you think of a 12-ounce can of Coke as the 

standard, a 64-ounce Double Big Gulp is mega in comparison.  It greatly exceeds the standard. 

 

And these shepherds were mega afraid.  Compared to every other fear, this fear was exceedingly 

great in comparison.  Why were they so afraid?  Because, just like every other person in the world, 

these shepherds were sinners.  And the darkness of their sin could not stand in the presence of 

God’s glorious, holy light. 

 

But look at verse 10:  And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news 

of great joy that will be for all the people. 

 

The message that accompanied God’s glorious invasion of earth wasn’t intended to bring mega fear; 

it was intended to bring mega joy.  And what brings mega joy?  The good news.  Good news brings 

great joy.  You know that’s true without me telling you.  Good news brings great joy. 

 

If I told you I was going to give everyone here a crisp $100 bill, that would bring you joy because good 

news brings great joy.  You know that.  You also know something else without me telling you.  The 

better the news, the bigger the joy.  For instance, which would bring you more joy, hearing that I was 

going to give you $100 or hearing that I was going to give you one million dollars?  The better the 

news, the bigger the joy. 

 

And before we move on, I want to point out something that is vividly portrayed here in our text.  In the 

span of two sentences, the shepherds’ hearts move from megs fear to mega joy.  Their hearts are like 

pendulums that swing away from or toward joy, and our hearts are naturally like that, too.  When we 

hear bad news, the natural response of our hearts is to swing away from joy.  When we hear good 

news, the natural response of our hearts is to swing toward joy. 

 

Let me give you a couple examples.  I got an email this week from someone I trust who told me they 

have it on “moderately good authority” that a Chipotle is supposed to be coming to Merritt Island 

sometime in the next year.  I heard that news and the pendulum of my heart started swinging toward 

joy.  But what if you got an email this coming week that said your accountant had mishandled your 

taxes for the past 15 years and the IRS was going to seize your home and all your assets?  The good 

news about Chipotle would be quickly overshadowed by the bad news about your taxes and the 

pendulum of your heart would swing away from joy and head straight toward fear. 

 

Now, imagine you then got a call from the doctor notifying you that they had been processing your 

most recent bloodwork and found evidence that you have an incurable disease?  The bad news about 

your taxes would then take a back seat to the even worse news about your health.  And the 

pendulum of your heart would swing even further away from joy toward mega fear. 

 



But let’s keep going.  Imagine the following week you meet with your doctor and find out that an 

amazing new treatment has been discovered that will cure your disease and save your life?  That 

good news would overshadow all the bad news and your heart would swing back toward joy. 

 

Our hearts are naturally like that.  They swing back and forth toward or away from joy depending on 

how good or bad the news is.  That’s one of the reasons our world is so full of joyless people.  Our 

world is filled with bad news.  That means the only way for us to live with unshakeable joy is to 

somehow receive news that is so good and so steady that no matter what bad news you might 

receive, it cannot cancel out the best news. 

 

Before we look at the Good News that the angels brought here, you need to know something.  The 

Bible clearly teaches that the ultimate bad news has been delivered to us as people. 

 

• The Bible says in Romans 3:23 that all of us have sinned against God. 

• In Romans 6:23, it says that the payment, or penalty, from that sin is eternal death in a place 

called hell. 

• Isaiah 64:6 says that all our righteousness, or all the good things we could ever do, are like filthy 

rags.  That means there is nothing we can do to clean ourselves up or to make ourselves right 

with God. 

• As a matter of fact, we are so far gone in our sin that Ephesians 2 says we are sons of 

disobedience and children of wrath and enemies of God.  Here’s what that means in everyday 

talk.  We are God’s enemies, and He is going to destroy us eternally in a place called hell.  And 

there is nothing we can do to make ourselves right with God. 

 

I know that isn’t the most popular thing to say in our world and the vast majority of people can’t 

conceive that we would believe that, but that’s what the Bible says.  And if that is true, and if the 

pendulum of your heart is moving toward joy or away from it based on the news you receive, then 

what on earth could ever make you happy?  If you’re condemned by God to spend eternity paying for 

your sin under His wrath and anger, what could possibly cancel out that news? 

 

What does it matter if you get to keep your house or get a better job and can afford a new car?  What 

does it matter if you somehow win the lottery and are filthy rich and never have to work again?  What 

does it matter if you have perfect health and live to be 100?  So what?  How does any of that cancel 

out the news that we are sinners separated from God and destined to eternal punishment in hell for 

our rebellion? 

 

What could possibly cancel out that bad news in a way that would always give you some sense of 

joy?  It would take the ultimate good news to overcome the ultimate bad news and that’s exactly what 

Jesus brings. 

 

Read verses 10-11…10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good 

news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of 

David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 

 



You want to know what could cancel out the bad news of our sin and separation from God?  It’s right 

there…Good news that brings mega joy…the best news that brings the biggest joy that can’t be 

canceled out by ANYTHING. 

 

God sent us a Savior, who is Jesus Christ the Lord.  Jesus was born to be a rescuer.  He lived the 

perfect life that we didn’t.  He died on the cross as a payment for our sin.  He was raised to new life 3 

days later to display His power over sin, death, and hell and to show that God the Father was pleased 

with His sacrifice. 

 

So, anyone who will call on Jesus to save them from their sin will be rescued.  Jesus came to save us 

in every way we need to be saved.  He came to save us from the penalty of sin, the power of sin, and 

the very presence of sin.  You don’t have to spend eternity separated from God and all the joy and 

pleasure He gives if you are willing to trust Jesus as your Savior! 

 

Good news brings great joy.  The better the news, the bigger the joy and the best news has come in 

the flesh, and it is this:  a Savior was born who is Jesus Christ the Lord!  And before we close, let me 

show you the key to living in the mega joy that comes from the good news about Jesus. 

 

Look at verses 15-16:  15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds 

said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, 

which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and 

Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 

 

Notice that phrase in verse 15.  The shepherds hear the good news about Jesus, and this is what 

they say:  Let’s go see this thing that has happened.  They haven’t seen Jesus yet.  That doesn’t 

happen until verse 16.  But they already believe it has happened in verse 15. That’s the key to living 

with the great, unshakeable joy of Jesus.  They believed the Good News.  They experienced the 

great joy of Jesus because they believed the good news about Jesus. 

 

And that’s our big idea for this morning:  Great Joy comes from believing the Good News 

about Jesus. 

 

If you want to live with mega joy this world can’t take away, then believe the good news about Jesus.  

He has come into this world as your Savior, Christ the Lord.  Listen friend, our pursuit of joy isn’t the 

pursuit of a feeling, it’s a fight of faith.  You may be walking through unimaginably difficult 

circumstances…you may be in the middle of a trial or experiencing the result of someone’s sin or 

feeling the pain of living in a fallen and broken world.  And those things might fill you with godly 

sorrow.  You might cry out with the apostle Paul that you are utterly burdened beyond your own 

strength.  (2 Corinthians 1:8). 

 

The joy of Jesus isn’t about pursuing a feeling.  It’s a fight for faith.  You can have joy in the midst of 

grief.  You can have joy in the midst of pain.  You can have joy in the midst of sorrow, not because 

you feel good about the trial or pain, but because Jesus promises you salvation and redemption 

beyond the trial and pain. 

 



So, when you are walking through the inevitable pain and suffering of life, fight for joy by preaching 

good news to your own heart and praying for faith to believe.   

 

Philippians 4:19 says you can rejoice in the face of hardship because God will supply all your need 

according to His riches in Christ Jesus.  James 1 says you can rejoice in the face of trial because 

God will use your trials to make you more like Jesus.  Philippians 1 says that you can rejoice in the 

face of death because God will use death to bring you into the presence of the Lord where there is 

fulness of joy and pleasure forevermore. 

 

So, while you may not feel good about your circumstances in this broken, fallen world, you can still 

rejoice in the midst of your circumstances because joy isn’t the pursuit of a feeling, it’s the fight for 

faith and no matter how bad the news of this world is, nothing cancels out the good news of what is 

true for us in Jesus.  He is a Savior who is Christ the Lord. 

 

What news have you received that is threatening to rob you of joy? 

What sadness and grief are overwhelming you today? 

What darkness is hanging over your life right now? 

 

Hear the Good News:  Jesus has come.  The light of Christ is shining into the darkness of this world.  

We have a Savior who will rescue us from every pain and sorrow.  He has already come and is soon 

coming again.  He will wipe away every tear from our eyes.  He will usher us into the presence of God 

Himself and we will forever experience the fulness of joy and pleasure forevermore, so may the Good 

News of Jesus bring your heart great joy.  For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 

who is Christ the Lord! 


