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This morning, we are going to wrap up our study of the book of Daniel.  And, as I’ve been reflecting 

on our study of Daniel, there’s something I’ve been wanting to say to you as my church family:  Thank 

you.  Thank you for being a church that believes the Bible is the actual word of God.  Thank you for 

showing up each week, ready to study difficult texts and hard truths.  The Bible says that in the last 

days, people will not endure sound teaching but will gather to hear preachers who just scratch their 

itch and tell them what they want to hear.  I don’t believe that’s true of you.  Church, please hear me:  

Your pastors thank God for you. 

 

And, as the days grow dark and this world continues its freefall into depravity, can we renew our 

commitment that, by God’s grace, we will always be a church that stands firm and without apology on 

the unchanging truth of God’s Word? 

 

Well, then let’s study the Bible in Daniel 12. 

 

Remember, these last three chapters record one long, detailed vision Jesus gave to Daniel nearly 

2,600 years ago.  And, while many of the prophecies have already been fulfilled, last week we saw 

that the final section of Daniel’s vision hasn’t occurred, yet.  In the years right before Jesus comes 

again, a world leader known in the Bible as the antichrist will emerge.  He will be filled with Satanic 

power and will establish a one-world government.  Even more, he will oppose Jesus and persecute 

His people.  That period of time is called “the Great Tribulation.” 

 

And that’s where we will pick up this morning. 

 

Daniel 12:1 

“At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who has charge of your people. And there 

shall be a time of trouble, such as never has been since there was a nation till that time. But at 

that time your people shall be delivered, everyone whose name shall be found written in the 

book. 

 

A couple of weeks ago, we learned that Michael is the angel designated by God to the people of 

Israel.  Revelation 12:7 says he will battle with Satan at the time of the end and that conflict will bring 

about what verse 1 describes as a time of trouble like the world has never known.  Again, that’s the 

Great Tribulation.  And notice that twice in this verse, the focus is on Daniel’s people (your people), 

the Jews.  The antichrist will attempt to annihilate the Jews.  Zechariah 13:8 says that two-thirds of 

the people of Israel will be put to death.  It will be a holocaust unlike anything this world has ever 

seen.  But there will be a remnant of Jews who will turn to Jesus before the end.  And what I really 

want you to notice is what verse 1 tells us about them: Everyone whose name is written in the book 

will be delivered. 

 



The book that is being referred to is the book of life.  Revelation 20 describes the final judgment that 
will take place at the end of the world.  Verse 15 says, and if anyone’s name was not found written in 
the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. 
 

So, this book records the names of those who will be admitted entrance into God’s eternal heavenly 

kingdom.  And, since the Bible is clear that those who trust in Jesus are saved from hell, the book of 

life is the book that records the names of everyone who has placed their faith and trust in Jesus and 

been given eternal life. 

 

And what did we just read will happen to those whose names are written in the book of life?  They will 

be delivered.  But wait a minute.  This vision tells us that the antichrist will make war against God’s 

people, Jews and Gentiles…anyone who trusts in Jesus.  Revelation 7 says a great multitude that no 

one can number will be martyred during the great tribulation.  So, how can verse 1 say they will be 

delivered? 

 

Daniel 12:2–3 

2 And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, 

and some to shame and everlasting contempt. 3 And those who are wise shall shine like the 

brightness of the sky above; and those who turn many to righteousness, like the stars forever 

and ever. 

 

At the end of this age, Jesus will return and there will be a resurrection of the dead.  Those who 

placed their faith in Jesus will be raised to everlasting life.  They will shine like stars forever.  Those 

who do not trust in Jesus will be consigned to everlasting shame in hell. 

 

Now connect this with what we saw in verse 1.  God promises to deliver everyone who places their 

faith in Jesus…but that doesn’t mean they won’t die.  It doesn’t mean they won’t suffer.  It means that 

those things won’t be the end of their story.  Jesus will ultimately deliver His people.  He will raise 

them up to glory. 

 

As the Lord brings this vision to a close and gives us a glimpse of the end of this world as we know it, 

He intentionally steers us away from despair.  Yes, this world will get worse before it gets better.  Yes, 

the antichrist will come.  Yes, the people of God will be persecuted, some to the point of death.  But 

that’s not the end of the story.  The final note of this vision is deliverance, not despair.  Jesus will 

deliver His people. 

 

That truth is so central to this chapter, Jesus emphasizes it again at the end.  So, I’ll come back to 

this before we are done. 

 

Daniel 12:4 

4 But you, Daniel, shut up the words and seal the book, until the time of the end. Many shall 

run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase.”  

 

Daniel is told to preserve and seal the contents of this book until the time of the end.  When it says 

many will run to and fro, I don’t take that to be talking about how freely people will travel.  That phrase 



is used in the Bible to describe someone who is intensely searching for something.  It seems there 

will be an intensification in the search for understanding.  As the end draws near, people will try to 

figure out what is going to happen.  They will diligently study prophecy, just like we have done these 

last few months.  And knowledge will increase.  God will grant understanding.  There are things that 

are clearer for us than they were for Daniel because we live at a time nearer the end and are able to 

see through the light of truth that the rest of the Bible provides.   

 

Daniel 12:5-8 

5 Then I, Daniel, looked, and behold, two others stood, one on this bank of the stream and one 

on that bank of the stream. 6 And someone said to the man clothed in linen, who was above 

the waters of the stream, “How long shall it be till the end of these wonders?” 7 And I heard 

the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the stream; he raised his right hand 

and his left hand toward heaven and swore by him who lives forever that it would be for a 

time, times, and half a time, and that when the shattering of the power of the holy people 

comes to an end all these things would be finished. 8 I heard, but I did not understand. Then I 

said, “O my lord, what shall be the outcome of these things?”  

 

So, here we are on the banks of the Tigris River where this vision started in chapter 10.  Once again, 

Daniel sees Jesus, hovering above the waters and there are multiple angels on either side of the 

river.  One of the angels calls out to Jesus and asks, “How long shall it be to till the end of these 

wonders?”  And Jesus responds by raising His hands in the form of a solemn oath and promising it 

will be a time, times, and half a time.  That’s a reference to the 3 and a half years we’ve seen before 

in Daniel and Revelation.  But he isn’t saying the end times prophecies will be fulfilled within 3 and a 

half years from the day of Daniel’s vision.  He says the clock will start when the power of the holy 

people is shattered.  I believe that goes back to the persecution that will break out against the Jewish 

discussed in verse 1.  In other words, the time of Great Tribulation will last for 3 and a half years.   

 

Then, in verse 8, Daniel says he didn’t understand.  I love it.  Nothing could be more fitting for this 

study than to get to the end and have one of the best interpreters of mysteries ever to live say, “I don’t 

get it.”  It makes me feel so much better. 

 

Then, Daniel asks one last question: “What will be the outcome of these things?”  I take that question 

to be something like, “What will happen after all of this other stuff happens?”  Again, Daniel makes 

me feel so much better about how much I don’t understand.  But look at the Lord’s response… 

 

Daniel 12:9-12 

9 He said, “Go your way, Daniel, for the words are shut up and sealed until the time of the end.  

10 Many shall purify themselves and make themselves white and be refined, but the wicked 

shall act wickedly. And none of the wicked shall understand, but those who are wise shall 

understand. 11 And from the time that the regular burnt offering is taken away and the 

abomination that makes desolate is set up, there shall be 1,290 days. 12 Blessed is he who 

waits and arrives at the 1,335 days.  

 

Ok, one more difficult section to interpret.  Jesus says the words of this prophecy are sealed to the 

time of the end.  I think He is responding to Daniel’s confession that he doesn’t understand.  It’s like 



Jesus is saying, “Don’t be surprised that you don’t understand.  You aren’t able to understand 

everything until the time of the end because this prophecy is sealed up until then.” 

 

Then, just for good measure, Jesus gives Daniel one more bit of prophecy that Daniel won’t 

understand.  He mentions the regular burnt offering being taken away and the abomination that 

makes desolate.  We’ve talked about this a couple of times in our study.  The antichrist will enter the 

holy place of the temple in Jerusalem (which means the Temple in Jerusalem will be rebuilt) and the 

antichrist will set himself up as God.  That’s the abomination that makes desolate.  Jesus refers to 

this as a turning point in the time of tribulation in Matthew 24… 

 

Matthew 24:15–16 

15 “So when you see the abomination of desolation spoken of by the prophet Daniel, standing in the 

holy place (let the reader understand), 16 then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 

 

This event marks the beginning of the 3 and a half years of terror that the antichrist will bring to the 

world, especially the people of Israel.  But this last reference to that time is different from any other 

place in the Bible.  The 3 and a half years is sometimes referred to as 1260 days.  But our text says 

1290 days and then adds that those who wait and arrive at the 1,335 days will be blessed. 

 

So, what’s he talking about here?  Well, I started studying for this Daniel series over a year ago.  

Each week, I probably consult a dozen different commentaries and works of scholarship.  Last year, I 

took an online course on Daniel from a noted bible scholar and seminary professor.  And do you want 

to know what all my research has revealed about the specific meaning of the 1290 and 1335 days?  

Nobody knows for certain.  And, rather than give you my best guess, I actually want to leave you in 

the place of Daniel…scratching your head and having no idea what it means. 

 

Because that sets up the last verse really well. 

 

Daniel 12:13 

13 But go your way till the end. And you shall rest and shall stand in your allotted place at the 

end of the days.” 

 

Here is the last thing Jesus says to Daniel.  After giving him a glimpse into the future and, in some 

ways, leaving him with more questions than answers, he says, “Go your way.”  In other words, “Go on 

about your life.  It’s okay that you don’t know everything.  It’s okay that you don’t have a great big 

chart with all the timeframes figured out.  It’s okay that you don’t know who the antichrist will be or 

how all the things that will happen will actually come about.  None of those things will stop you from 

living the life I want you to live.” 

 

That’s such a good word for us as we wrap up this study.  It’s okay if you don’t understand everything.  

It’s okay if you have unanswered questions.  You can still go on about the life Jesus wants you to live. 

 

And don’t misunderstand what Jesus is saying here.  He isn’t telling Daniel not to worry about the end 

since he won’t be around to see it.  That’s the opposite of what He’s saying.  He actually tells Daniel 

to go his way UNTIL the end. 



 

But Daniel lived and died about 2600 years ago and we still aren’t to the end.  Even more, Jesus 

makes Daniel a promise.  He tells him that he will “rest.”  I take that to be referring to Daniel coming to 

the end of his life’s work and his body resting in death.  But Jesus also says at the end of the days, he 

will stand in his allotted place. 

 

How will Daniel be around to stand in the place God has reserved for Him at the end of days if he is 

resting in death?  We talked about it a few minutes ago.  When Jesus returns, He will resurrect His 

people from the dead.  They will live forever.  We will live forever.  We will stand in the place God has 

reserved for us at the end of days. 

 

And that gives us our big idea for this morning… 

 

Big Idea:  For those who are trusting in Jesus, the end is not the end. 

 

The end of this world won’t be the end for us.  The end of the chaos won’t be the end for us.  The end 

of the kingdoms of this age won’t be the end for us.  The end of Satan and the antichrist won’t be the 

end of us.  The end of time will be the beginning of eternity and we will stand shoulder to shoulder 

with Daniel and David and Moses and Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John…in our allotted place. 

 

And that isn’t just the way Daniel comes to a close, that is the way the Bible comes to a close.  Listen 

to the final scene of history in Revelation 21. 

 

Revelation 21:1–7 (ESV) 

1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 

away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of 

heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice 

from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with 

them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 4 He will 

wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be 

mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.”  

5 And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he 

said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6 And he said to me, “It is 

done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from 

the spring of the water of life without payment. 7 The one who conquers will have this 

heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my son. 

 

Friends, the day is coming when Jesus will bring this world to an end.  He will recreate the heavens 

and the earth.  He will make all things new, including you.  And He will wipe away every tear from 

your eyes.  There will be no more sickness, no more pain, no more crying, no more death.  And we 

will stand in our allotted place with Him in the new creation as His sons and daughters. 

 

That’s our eternal destiny.  And, as we close, I want to give you two practical ways that truth should 

inform how you go about the rest of your life. 

 



1. Live like your destiny is eternity. 

 

What I mean by that is don’t live your life as though this life is all there is.  This life is a vapor that is 

here for a moment and will soon vanish like a dream.  Don’t spend your one and only life pursuing the 

stuff of this world.  Don’t fall in love with your house or your career or your retirement or your hobby.  

Fall in love with Jesus and live like your destiny is to spend eternity with Him…because it is! 

 

Make Jesus and His kingdom the passion of your life. 

 

Live like you don’t fear the future.  Live like the devil is already defeated.  Live like Jesus is King.  Live 

like heaven is your home.  Live like you aren’t afraid to die because death isn’t a threat.  Live like the 

kingdoms of this world will be in your rearview mirror for eternity.  Be fearless.  Be confident.  Be at 

peace.  Jesus is coming again, and He will raise you up forever to stand with Him in His eternal 

kingdom. 

 

What would change about the way you live your life if you really believed the stuff of this world is 

fading away like a vapor?  How would you spend your time and money and career and retirement if 

Jesus was your life’s passion, and His Kingdom was your greatest cause? 

 

Would you lay your life down before King Jesus this morning and ask Him to fill you with His power to 

live a life that is heading for eternity? 

 

2. Live like you are on an eternal mission. 

 

Look back at verse 3:  And those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky above; and 

those who turn many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever. 

 

Those who are wise live on a mission to turn others to righteousness.  Simply put, that means they 

live to introduce others to Jesus, our only source of righteousness.  Eternity is coming.  And for those 

who are trusting in Jesus, eternity will be glorious.  But, for those who don’t know Jesus, eternity will 

be everlasting punishment in hell. 

 

That’s true about everyone you know.  Just think about that for a moment.  Everyone in your life will 

spend eternity somewhere.  And their eternal destiny, like yours, will hinge on whether or not they 

trust in Jesus as their Lord and Savior.  That’s why Jesus calls us to live on His mission to tell others 

about Jesus. 

 

In our foyer, we have a section set aside for “Who’s your One?”  Each number one represents 

someone who is in our lives that we are praying will receive Jesus.  Each cross represents an 

opportunity God has given someone in this church to tell their “one” about the gospel of Jesus.  Each 

heart represents someone who has come to faith in Jesus.  I love to see those crosses and think 

about us telling people about Jesus.  I love to see those hearts and think about another person being 

born again.  But, what about you?  Are you living on a mission to make Jesus known to the people in 

your life? 

 



What would it look like if you lived on a mission to make Jesus known this week?  How would you 

relate to the people in your life who are far from God but close to you?  Will you pray for your “one”? 

 

Church, this world is coming to an end, but the end isn’t the end, it’s the beginning of eternity by the 

grace and power of Jesus may we live like our destiny is eternity and our life is a mission to make 

Jesus known among our neighbors and to the nations. 

 

Are you ready?  Are you trusting in Jesus? 


