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I was born in 1977.  That means almost all my childhood memories are set in the 1980s.  And, as I look back, I 
admit that many of my thoughts and feelings about that time are purely nostalgic.  And one of those nostalgic 
feelings has to do with my childhood president, Ronald Reagan.  He took office when I was 3 years old and was 
our president until I was 11.  I was just a kid, but when the tragedy of the space shuttle Challenger occurred, 
there was something deeply comforting about his voice.  He told us that “we will never forget them, nor the 
last time we saw them, this morning, as they prepared for their journey and waved goodbye and ‘slipped the 
surly bonds of earth’ to ‘touch the face of God.’”  That still makes me very emotional. 
 
And there was something that made my heartbeat fast when I heard him tell Mr. Gorbachev to tear down the 
Berlin wall.  I was in sixth grade when that wall came down.  I vividly remember sitting in social studies class, 
looking at a picture of the wall in my textbook.  I had this sense of pride that my president made my Social 
Studies textbook outdated…he helped tear down the oppressive Communist rule that had stood behind that 
wall. 
 
And I don’t suggest that you need to share my nostalgia over Ronald Reagan…his politics or his personality.  
The reason I bring it up is because it feels like it’s been a long, long time since I related to a government leader 
the way I related to the president during my childhood.  The political climate of our nation is so toxic, so 
partisan, so polarizing that I’ve come to dread election years.  Over the last 20 years, I’ve felt my heart growing 
more and more cynical about our government leaders.  While there are some great people serving in politics, I 
have a tendency to feel like nearly all of them are corrupt and power hungry. 
 
Even more, I’m deeply concerned that the evangelical church in America has ceased to be a powerful influence 
in our nation for the glory of Jesus and the advance of the gospel and has instead become a powerless political 
pawn for power-hungry politicians. 
 
I say all of that because I suspect, in some regards, I’m not alone in feeling a sense of disillusionment and 
discouragement with our government leaders.  So, how should we relate to our government leaders?  What 
should be going on in our hearts when we are so conflicted about what is going in our government? 
 
And that’s what brings us to our text.  Daniel 4 gives us amazing insight into how we should relate to those 
who are in positions of authority over us…even when they are prideful and corrupt. 
 
And, before we look at Daniel 4, let me quickly remind you what’s going on here.  Nebuchadnezzar is the most 
powerful man in the world.  He’s the king of the first world empire in history, the Babylonian Empire.  He’s a 
sinful, corrupt egomaniac who took Daniel captive when he overthrew the city of Jerusalem and the nation of 
Israel.  That made Nebuchadnezzar Daniel’s king.  And, throughout this book we find that Daniel is the 
example of what it looks like to live faithfully devoted to God as our true King while we live in the middle of a 
godless, pagan kingdom. 
 
And in chapter 4, God allows Nebuchadnezzar to lose his mind, literally.  It started with a dream that Neb 
didn’t understand and none of the wise men of Babylon could figure out.  But God gives Daniel the ability to 
interpret the dream.  And Daniel tells Neb that God has ordained for Neb to go out of his mind and live like a 
cow for 7 years.  The whole point was that Nebuchadnezzar would learn that God is in control.  He’s the 



sovereign God who sets up kings and kingdoms and takes down kings and kingdoms.  That’s the point.  We 
talked about all of that at great length last week. 
 
And in the middle of the exchange between Daniel and his wicked king, we find a powerful picture of how a 
person filled with faith in God relates to a lunatic king who is out of his mind.  Which is a great lesson for all of 
us who are living under government leaders who have lost their minds and have no moral compass…men and 
women who are crazy with greed and pride and power… 
 
Daniel 4:19–27 
19 Then Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, was dismayed for a while, and his thoughts alarmed him. 
The king answered and said, “Belteshazzar, let not the dream or the interpretation alarm you.” Belteshazzar 
answered and said, “My lord, may the dream be for those who hate you and its interpretation for your 
enemies! 20 The tree you saw, which grew and became strong, so that its top reached to heaven, and it was 
visible to the end of the whole earth, 21 whose leaves were beautiful and its fruit abundant, and in which 
was food for all, under which beasts of the field found shade, and in whose branches the birds of the 
heavens lived— 22 it is you, O king, who have grown and become strong. Your greatness has grown and 
reaches to heaven, and your dominion to the ends of the earth. 23 And because the king saw a watcher, a 
holy one, coming down from heaven and saying, ‘Chop down the tree and destroy it, but leave the stump of 
its roots in the earth, bound with a band of iron and bronze, in the tender grass of the field, and let him be 
wet with the dew of heaven, and let his portion be with the beasts of the field, till seven periods of time pass 
over him,’ 24 this is the interpretation, O king: It is a decree of the Most High, which has come upon my lord 
the king, 25 that you shall be driven from among men, and your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the 
field. You shall be made to eat grass like an ox, and you shall be wet with the dew of heaven, and seven 
periods of time shall pass over you, till you know that the Most High rules the kingdom of men and gives it 
to whom he will. 26 And as it was commanded to leave the stump of the roots of the tree, your kingdom 
shall be confirmed for you from the time that you know that Heaven rules. 27 Therefore, O king, let my 
counsel be acceptable to you: break off your sins by practicing righteousness, and your iniquities by showing 
mercy to the oppressed, that there may perhaps be a lengthening of your prosperity.” 
 
Ok.  So, Daniel is giving the interpretation of the dream to the king who destroyed his nation and probably 
killed his parents…the king who has put constant pressure on him and his friends to turn their backs on God 
and adopt the sinful culture of Babylon.  And, as Daniel stands face to face with that man, there are three 
things I want to show you about how a godly person, filled with faith, relates to his godless, pagan king… 
 
Those three things make up our big idea for this morning… 
 
Big Idea:  Faith-filled people relate to their leaders with confidence, compassion, and conviction. 
 
Now, let me show you how we see these three things in our text. 
 
1. Faith-filled people relate to their leaders with confidence in God. 
24 this is the interpretation, O king: It is a decree of the Most High, which has come upon my lord the king, 
25 that you shall be driven from among men, and your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field. You 
shall be made to eat grass like an ox, and you shall be wet with the dew of heaven, and seven periods of 
time shall pass over you, till you know that the Most High rules the kingdom of men and gives it to whom he 
will. 
 
Daniel’s response is dripping with confidence in God.  You see it a couple different ways.  First, he refers to 
God as the Most High.  That’s inherently saying God is higher in authority and power than anyone 



else…including Nebuchadnezzar.  He’s looking the most powerful man in the eye and telling him, “Hey bro, 
you might be more powerful than me…but God is more powerful than you.” 
 
Second, he tells him that he is going to lose his mind until he learns that “the Most High rules the kingdom of 
men and gives it to whom he will.”  He’s literally telling the king that the only reason he is king is because God 
has allowed him to be king.  And he presses that home by saying God is going to teach him that lesson. 
 
He’s confident in God as his true and sovereign King.  And that’s how we should relate to the circus that is 
Washington, D.C.  God is in control.  I know we talked all about this last week, but it bears repeating today.  
We don’t need to cower in fear…ever.  God is in control. 
 
God sets up rulers and God and will remove them.  And He does it all for a purpose.  In the book of Jeremiah, 
we find that God set Nebuchadnezzar as the ruler who would overthrow Israel…and He did it for a reason.  
Since Israel had sinned against Him, He was going to bring Nebuchadnezzar to rule over them.  So, God chose 
a morally corrupt, godless leader to serve His purpose of punishing Israel for their rebellion.  And, I firmly 
believe we have experienced a great deal of that in my lifetime.  I not only believe our nation will be punished 
by God because we have elected so many corrupt leaders, I believe God is allowing us to have corrupt leaders 
because our nation has turned its back on God. 
 
And, as God is working out His purposes on the earth, we are called to live with confidence that He will always 
take care of those who trust in Him. 
 
I want to show you something that we will look at again in a few chapters.  The prophet Jeremiah was the one 
who prophesied that God was sending Nebuchadnezzar.  But, I want to show you what is embedded in that 
prophecy… 
 
Jeremiah 29:10–14 (ESV) 
10 “For thus says the LORD: When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will visit you, and I will fulfill to 
you my promise and bring you back to this place. 11 For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, 
plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope. 12 Then you will call upon me and come and 
pray to me, and I will hear you. 13 You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart. 14 I will 
be found by you, declares the LORD, and I will restore your fortunes and gather you from all the nations and all 
the places where I have driven you… 
 
In the history of most of your lives, that’s the first time you’ve heard that verse in its actual context.  It’s about 
Daniel and his generation.  When God says He has plans for His people, in this instance, He is saying it will 
include 70 years of exile under a godless, lunatic king.  I’m sorry to ruin all your future graduation gifts that 
have that verse on them. 
 
But God makes it clear that it’s all part of His very good plan for them.  Even when He has allowed a sinful, 
crazy king to be in charge, it is all part of His very good plan for His people.  So, they don’t need to live in fear 
or panic.  They need to live with confidence in Him.  He will hear their prayers.  He will show them mercy.  He 
will never turn His back on them and will deliver them in the end. 
 
So, let me just give you a really quick application.  I want to encourage you to take a new look at the headlines.  
Look at them with the confidence that God is working out His good plan for you. 
 
As I was working on this sermon, I decided to open up the News app on my phone…here’s what met me… 

• CNBC:  New evidence of war crimes in Ukraine…and God is working out His good plan. 



• Reuters:  Fed makes inflation fight Joe Biden’s problem…and God is working out His good plan. 

• CBS News:  Trump investigations escalate…and God is working out His good plan. 
 
What’s the headline on your life today?  I want you to imagine the headline to the story of your personal life 
today…God is working out His good plan.  Faith-filled people relate to their leaders with confidence that God is 
in control. 
 
2. Faith-filled people relate to their leaders with compassion. 
19 Then Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, was dismayed for a while, and his thoughts alarmed him. 
The king answered and said, “Belteshazzar, let not the dream or the interpretation alarm you.” Belteshazzar 
answered and said, “My lord, may the dream be for those who hate you and its interpretation for your 
enemies! 
 
So, get this.  God allows the truth of what the dream means to come flooding into Daniel’s mind and his 
thoughts “alarm” him. 
 
That word “alarm” is a word that can mean “dismay” or “terror.”  He didn’t like the thought of what was going 
to happen to Nebuchadnezzar.  He even goes so far as to say he hopes the dream is for his enemies and not 
for him.  In a minute, we will look at verse 27 and see that he implores the king to repent so that he can avoid 
this disaster.  That’s called compassion. 
 
Just think about that.  This is the man who terrorized Daniel’s nation.  He constantly tried to pressure Daniel to 
abandon his faith in God and adopt the sinful, pagan culture of Babylon.  He’s a wicked man. 
 
And Daniel isn’t happy to think about him being taken down by God.  He sees a man standing in front of him 
who is going to face the heavy hand of God’s judgment…and he has compassion.  He doesn’t want to see him 
destroyed.  He wants to see him repent and be spared from God’s judgment. 
 
And, church, this hit my heart so hard this week.  The Holy Spirit confronted a sinful spirit in my own heart.  I 
have to confess that I’ve allowed anger and bitterness to well up in my heart toward many of our leaders. 
 
It’s as if the Lord was quietly and firmly pressing into my heart… 

• Joe Biden is a man who will stand before God and face judgment. 

• Kamala Harris is a woman who will stand before God and face judgment. 

• Donald Trump and Mitch McConnell and Ron Desantis and Gavin Newsom and Vladimir Putin and Kim Jong 
Un and every other leader in this world are people who will stand before God and face judgment. 

 
And our hearts should want something for them on that day:  that they would come to know Jesus before it’s 
too late so they would be spared from hell that’s prepared for our enemy. 
 
1 Timothy 2:1–4 
1 First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, 
2 for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in 
every way. 3 This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all people to be saved 
and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 
 



Our prayer for our president and vice president and our governor and every other leader should match the 
heart of our Father who desires for all people…including them…to be saved and come to the knowledge of the 
truth about Jesus. 
 
Church, we do not have the heart of our Father unless we have compassion for our leaders and truly desire to 
see them saved.  So, how’s your heart toward our leaders?  As you lament the decline of our nation, have you 
lost sight of the fact that our leaders are people who have souls that will never die and will spend eternity in 
heaven or hell based solely on how they respond to Jesus? 
 
Faith-filled people never lose sight of the fact that Jesus died to save anyone and everyone who will turn to 
Jesus in faith.  They never forget God’s offer of mercy for all who will trust in Jesus and they live with 
compassion toward every man, woman, and child…including their sinful, pagan leaders. 
 
3. Faith-filled people relate to their leaders with conviction. 
27 Therefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable to you: break off your sins by practicing righteousness, 
and your iniquities by showing mercy to the oppressed, that there may perhaps be a lengthening of your 
prosperity.” 
 
Daniel delivered the message of God to Nebuchadnezzar.  Now, he is making his own voice known.  He’s 
counseling the king.  And we know he is motivated by a heart of compassion that wants to see him saved…so 
what does a compassionate man say? He says “repent.  Break off your sin and practice righteousness.  Show 
mercy to the oppressed.  Look to God for mercy.” 
 
You want to talk about a gutsy move.  He looks the most powerful man in the world in the eye and tells him he 
is a sinner who needs to repent.  He lives with conviction that sin is wrong, and righteousness is right and the 
mercy of God is our only hope. 
 
And that’s our calling, too.  When it is time for us to make our voices known, the call of God is to 
compassionately represent righteousness.  To call sin out for what it is.  To agree with God that righteousness 
is always right, and the message of mercy is a call to repent. 
 
And church, this is a message our world needs to hear…including our leaders.  We have no right to water 
down truth and call it compassion.  Mercy doesn’t placate people in their sin and let them run headlong 
toward destruction by affirming their rebellion against God. 
 

• Murdering unborn babies is sin and God is calling America to repent and he’s calling Christians to 
mercifully make that truth known through whatever voice they have…including their vote. 

• Homosexuality is sin and God is calling America to repent and he’s calling Christians to mercifully make 
that truth known through whatever voice they have…including their vote. 

• Racism is sin.  Greed is sin.  Materialism is sin.  Sexual abuse is sin.  Oppressing the poor is sin.  Hating our 
neighbors who disagree with us is sin.  Engaging in bitter, divisive, corrupting conversations is sin.  
Exposing children to sexual immorality is sin. 

• And the judgment of God is coming against sin… 
 
And it’s time that the church of Jesus Christ stops dabbling in partisan politics and starts practicing repentance 
and calling our fellow citizens to do the same.  It’s time we start living with righteous conviction not political 
convenience.  It’s time that God’s people who are called by God’s name humble themselves and repent of our 
sin and seek His face in prayer and call our leaders to do the same. 



 
Democrats and Republicans are not the hope for America.  ONLY Jesus is.  And faithful, godly people live with 
that conviction.  So, how do you relate to leaders who have lost their mind?  Take a page out of the book of 
Daniel, the Word of God…Faithful, godly people relate to their leaders with confidence, compassion and 
conviction.  And that’s why we need Jesus.  Only Jesus can enable us to live like that… 
 
Jesus lived before an earthly ruler with conviction, compassion and conviction…and Jesus will live that out in 
you, as well…so, are you willing to trust in Jesus? 


