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New Groups 

Start Jan 12,  

6:00 PM 

 

Committees  

Fel lowship  

and  Orientat ion  

Sunday, Jan 12 
5:00 PM in FLC 

Make plans to attend this 
important committee 

fellowship & orientation.  
 

We will elect  
committee chairs. 

I Am a Church Member 
Thom S. Rainer 

Jesus Conversations 
Dave Sterrett 

Learning to Share My Faith 
Charles S. Kelly 

Sign up via Connection Card 

Call Church Office for child care 



     Terry was showing me a video of the first night of 
“Streets of Bethlehem,” and as Pastor Grant spoke of 
the Christmas story with little shepherds, I recognized 
two of the shepherds. Then, I witnessed the older of the 
two, jab the smaller shepherd with his little shepherd’s 
staff! Without missing a beat, the smaller jabbed the 
business end of his shepherd’s staff into the older 
shepherd’s ribs.  My mind went 1,000 different 
directions as I imagined what might happen next. Would 
someone get injured, would others have to get involved, 
would they be taken to the Bethlehem jail by the 
Romans or kicked out of Bethlehem altogether?! I 
couldn’t watch any longer. The little shepherds were my 
grandsons! I was a state away with Terry’s family as our 
niece was delivering a 10 pound 7 oz. baby boy. (That’s 
not relative to the story, but an interesting tidbit of 
information). However, I was helpless. I could do 
nothing to help the situation. I was pleasantly surprised 
the older brother refrained from escalating the situation. 
I wanted to reach into my screen and pinch somebody, 
but I was helpless. Cooler heads prevailed and there 
was no retaliation, no injuries, no arrests were made, no 
accident report was filed. 
 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; 
old things have passed away; behold, all things have 
become new.”  II Corinthians 4:17 
 

Happy New Year!  2020 is here! Like it or not, what are 
your options? So, let’s like it, let’s celebrate it. We have 
a clean slate to write on in 2020. Let’s not dwell in past, 
but let’s learn from it. Let’s not be bitter, let’s become 
better. Let’s not be proud of the past, but grateful for all 
that God has done for us, in us, and through us. If we 
are in Christ, we are new creations and we’ve been 
given the gift of a new year, a new day! Let go of the 
pain of the past, don’t lash out, let it go! Don’t dwell on 
the wrongs of the past, appreciate the “Rights” of the 
past, the freedom we have in Christ to forgive, to love, 
to serve! 
                                             (Continued on Page 3  >>>) 

      Pastor’s Pen The Past :  Learn f rom i t ,  
Don’t  Dwel l  on i t  

     Due to vacations and the Christmas and New 
Year’s holidays, I am writing this article long 
before the events I will talk about happen. I pray 
that you have experienced a Christ-filled 
Christmas. Spending time with family celebrating 
the birth of Christ is one of God’s good gifts. 
 

     The last Sunday of 2019, Guenther Schmidt 
will be preaching. Guenther became a follower of 
Jesus just over a year ago. He has grown in his 
faith tremendously over the past year. In the Fall 
of 2020, Guenther will begin attending 
Scarborough College at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. Guenther has been 
meeting with me weekly for the last half year. He 
has preached twice on Wednesday Evening and 
done a fantastic job. Helping guide his growth has 
been an amazing experience. In many ways, I see 
it as my opportunity to pay back my pastor for the 
guidance given to me during my years between 
being called to ministry and beginning my first full 
time pastorate.  
 

     The Vision Team has completed their work on 
our Vision Statement. I will be presenting it to the 
Deacon Body in our January meeting before 
beginning to present it to the church body. One of 
the key aspects of this statement is a focus on 
discipleship and building relationships with both 
God and man. We build those relationships in 
corporate worship, small group studies and one to 
one discipleship relationships. What I have 
experienced with Guenther is something I hope 
every follower of Jesus gets to experience: the joy 
of seeing one person deepen their faith because 
of spending time with you. 
 

     Let’s have an amazing 2020! 

Pastor Grant Bowles - Senior Pastor 



Br. John Guerra - Executive Pastor  

Uprising Schedule 

Resumes Wednesday, Jan 8 

Celebration and Focus 
Luncheon 

Sunday, Jan 26, 11:45 AM, FLC 
 

Join us for a potluck luncheon as we celebrate our 
debt retirement, Streets of Bethlehem and look 

to the future with our Vision Statement. 

RA’s/GA’s and  

Mission Friends 

Wednesday, Jan 8, 6:00 PM 

All classes resume! 

LOTTIE MOON MAILBOXES 
Please remember to check the 
mailboxes for cards addressed to you!   

The mailboxes will be taken down next 
week. 

 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers 
go out to Linda Muir in the loss of 

her mother. 

  

MUSIC MAKERS 
CHILDREN’S CHOIR 

 

Resumes Sunday, Jan 12 at 6:00 PM 

Grades: 1st- 5th 
Upstairs in Room 

E201 

A fun approach to 
learning worship 
through music, 

crafts and activities 

 

 

 

(Continued from Page 3) 
Don’t let the good deeds of 2019 keep you from doing 
more good in 2020. Don’t dwell on what might have 
happened last year or fear what might happen this 
year. “This is the day that the Lord has made, let us 
rejoice and be glad in it.” Psalm 118:24 
 

Let’s Choose to make it a Happy New Year! 

Missions Conference 
“It’s More than a Trip; 

It’s a Journey” 
Saturday, Jan 4, 9:00 AM - 5:30 PM 

Hampton Road Baptist Church, 
DeSoto, TX 

There is still time to attend - call church 
office to ride the bus. 

Our condolences and prayers go out 
to the family of Janice Tucker in 

their loss. 



 
 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 

VOLUNTEERS IN PRESCHOOL 
 

January 5, 2020 
  

0-2 yr olds:   Elizabeth & Thomas Muir 
3-5 yr olds:    Meredith Ackerman &  
                       Brigette Yarbrough       

    GOD’S TABLE VOLUNTEERS 

 Jan  6: The Class, Kearney 

 Jan 13: Friday  

 Jan 20: Saunders  

APRIL  
 This Week’s Volunteers 

 

First Responders:       Kyle Nelson, Wes Atchison 

Deacon of the Week:   Deryll Friday 

S.A.F.E Team 

Tim Fogle, Deryll Friday, Justin Norris 

Wednesday, Jan 1: Church Offices closed. No 
evening activities 

Saturday, Jan 4, 9:00 AM - 5:30 PM: Missions 
Conference, DeSoto, TX 

Saturday, Jan 4, 1:00 PM: Mobile Food Pantry in  
S. parking lot 

Sunday, Jan 5, 7:00 PM: Deacons meeting in FH 

Wednesday, Jan 8, 6:00 PM: Children and Youth  
activities resume 

Connection Card 
 

 Committees Fellowship and  

Orientation 

Sign up to attend  
 

 BUILD Classes start Jan 12 

Select your class today 
 

Music Makers will be available for  

children 1st—5th grades 
 

Contact the church office if you need 

childcare for younger children 

 I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. 
But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and 

straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward 
the goal to win the prize for which God has called me 

heavenward in Christ Jesus.  
~Phil 3:13-14 


