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Have a blessed and
beautiful Thanksgiving!
The land yields its harvest; God, our God, blesses us. May God bless
us still, so that all the ends of the earth will fear him. Psalm 67:6-7

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
Empty boxes are still available!
Filled boxes must be returned by
this Sunday morning,
Nov 22.

See brochure in foyer for details and instructions for
packing, girl/boy labels, cost of mailing and
suggestions for items.

Drop off filled boxes in the foyer at the
Mission Wall under the OCC sign

Pastor’s Pen
Church business meetings have always been a mixture of
dread and anticipation for me as a pastor. The dread comes
from the reality that you never really know what will happen.
The anticipation is because in those meetings we have an
opportunity to hear how God is moving in our church. Our
business meeting and family forum this past Sunday was no
exception. We stepped into uncharted waters with our first
“digital component” to a business meeting. As we stated in
the meeting, our by-laws say nothing about digital meetings.
We approved a motion to allow “digital” participation in this
meeting. We will examine the possibility of revising the
portion of our by-laws to include something about digital
participation. As was also stated in the meeting, as a church
we move at a slow pace. There is obvious wisdom in moving
slowly. We will work through our normal processes to make
sure we develop an appropriate policy for the future.
During the meeting, we discussed our 2021 budget. The
Stewardship Committee worked hard to develop the
proposed budget. We will vote on the budget at the
conclusion of the December 6 worship services. The vote will
be taken without discussion in both services that morning. If
you have a question concerning the budget, please contact
Dennis Dillon, John or myself.
Another topic we discussed was the possibility of adding a
Pastoral Staff position focused on ministering to families. As
one member stated, this step is like investing in our future.
Any investment carries risk. Before investing, we study the
potential risk and benefit and then decide how to move
forward. In the family forum portion of our meeting we
listened to the thoughts of the church to give the Personnel
Committee input to make a proposal. Now the Personnel
Committee will meet, discuss and move forward as they
believe the Holy Spirit is leading.
Yes, the church moves at a sometimes glacial pace. But
we do move. It might not be as quickly as some of us desire,
but it is the right pace. Trust the process and keep praying!
Pastor Grant Bowles - Senior Pastor

Do you know someone who is not receiving our
weekly e-newsletter via email?
Send an email to paula@fbcsanger.com
to sign up.
(Paper versions are available in the
foyer each week)

My Way or the Highway
When a guy's printer type began to grow faint, he called a
local repair shop where a friendly man informed him that the
printer probably only needed to be cleaned. Because the store
charged $50 for such cleanings, he told him he might be better
off reading the printer's manual and trying to do the job himself.
Pleasantly surprised by his candor, he asked, "Does your boss
know that you discourage business?" "Actually, it's my boss's
idea," the employee replied sheepishly. "We usually make more
money on repairs if we let people try to fix things themselves
first."
“There is a way that seems right to a man, but its
end is the way of death.” Proverbs 16:25
How many times have I tried to fix something my way or just
do something my way and ended up breaking the thing? I
remember my first church and my first baptism. I had met this
really tall guy in a service who was dating one of our college
girls. I found out that he played basketball with that 6’10 frame.
He wanted to talk to me about faith and salvation and since I had
been raised Catholic just like he was, he asked to meet with me.
I got to lead him to Christ and then baptism. I was so excited
about baptizing my first believer! But, I had always had a
committee responsible for preparing the baptistry. I was baptizing
on Sunday night, so that afternoon I was at the church trying to
figure it out. It was this time of year, so the deacon that would
know how was out deer hunting. So, I turned it on. No one told
me it had to be full with water running through the system before
you turned on the heater or you’d burn out the heating element.
So, Plan B. I started carrying bowls of warm water to fill it up after
about ten trips and gaining less than an inch, I gave up on that
idea, (I’m not that kind of engineer!) SO I just filled it up with cold
water and said to myself, “Rolando is a young athlete, he can
handle the cold.” I felt a little bad for wearing the waders that
time, but he was okay! It was such a meaningful experience that
the (freezing) cold water made it more meaningful! The worst
thing is that I repeated that again when I pastored in Alaska and I
baptized Jo Beth in January! The moral of the story. Do your job
in church because some pastors are too busy, distracted or just
not handy enough and will destroy baptistry heaters! The other
moral: Don’t do it your way, do it the right way!”
This has been the issue since the garden when Eve and
Adam decided to deal with the fruit they found “their way,”
instead of being obedient and doing it God’s way! God’s Word
tells us this: “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean not
on your own understanding; 6 In all your ways acknowledge Him,
And He shall direct your paths.” Proverbs 3:5-6
“Trust in the Lord” literally means “to cling to Jehovah.” We are
to confide in God, set our hopes and confidence in Him, believe
in Him. This is what initiates our relationship with the Lord, and
what our relationship continues on. “With all your heart” qualifies
that trust. This means that we are to trust Him with everything we
have and everything we are. There is no allowance for half-way
disciples.
(continued on next page)

(continued)
“Acknowledge the Lord in all your ways,” refers to all aspects of
our lives, every path we take, every decision we make. To
acknowledge the Lord is to recognize Him as the Lord of lords, it’s
to know Him intimately. To acknowledge Him is not to just give
Him a polite nod or a glance in His direction, but to give a
penetrating stare into the face of God. It is to give Him full
attention, not looking around, not scanning, not speed reading, not
window shopping, but looking to God and no one or nothing else.
What is the result? He will make our paths straight, or He will
direct our paths. Jesus said, “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life
and no man comes to the Father except by me.” Let’s do it His
Way.
Br. John Guerra - Executive Pastor

REVISED NOVEMBER SCHEDULE
(In response to the pause in in-person school at
Sanger HS & MS, we have modified our schedule
for the remainder of November)

SUNDAYS
8:15 AM: Worship Service
In-Person only
9:15 AM: Connection Bible Study
Online and In-Person
10:30 AM: Worship Service
Facebook Live and In-Person
6:00 PM: BUILD Class

SSM IN PERSON & ONLINE




Sunday Morning CBS:
9:15 AM
No Wednesday activities
through November
Stay up-to-date via
Facebook and Instagram
@firstsangerstudents

Trey Bledsoe - Youth Pastor
@firstsangerstudents

WEDNESDAYS (except Nov 25)
6:00 PM: Bible Study (Facebook Live only)
Church offices closed for Thanksgiving
Thursday, Nov 26 - Friday, Nov 27
\

For the Record
Month of November through
November 15
Monthly Budget Needs .................... $73,983
Received to Date .............................. $43,088
Lottie Moon ........................................... $200

No Wednesday evening
meetings through
Thanksgiving
Thursday Morning Bible Study

We will not meet through the rest of
November.
Stay tuned for updates regarding
December meetings.

Page Four...
Streets of Bethlehem
Due to the increase in COVID cases we are sad to announce that we will
be canceling our Streets of Bethlehem event this year.
We look forward to holding this event next year.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Thursday, Dec 24, 5:00 PM

Due to Covid-19, registration is required which begins next Sunday, Nov 29 via Connection Card.
(Based upon response, we may add an additional service at 6:15 PM if needed)

ONLINE GIVING
Go to: www.fbcsanger.com/online-giving
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

We will not have a
newsletter the week
of Thanksgiving

6.
7.

Click on what you would like to donate
Click on donation amount or type in Custom Amount
Click on Payment Type
Use drop down menu to select how often you want to give
Use drop down menu to select to give your tithe to
general budget or give to a designated fund
If other is selected, type in the designated fund in the box
Click the “Give Now” button

Thank you!

UPCOMING EVENTS
November
Wednesday, Nov 25: No evening activities
Thursday, Nov 26 - Friday, Nov 27: Church Offices Closed for Thanksgiving

December
Wednesday, Dec 2: Evening Activities Resume
Saturday, Dec 5, 10:30 AM: Mobile Food Pantry
Sunday, Dec 6, 10:30 AM: Budget Vote
Sunday, Dec 6, 5:00 PM: Deacons’ Meeting
Friday, Dec 11, 9-11 AM: MOPS
Thursday, Dec 24, 5:00 PM: Christmas Eve Service
Church Office Hours: Monday - Thursday: 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM, Friday: 8:00 AM - Noon
Phone: (940) 458-7416 | www.fbcsanger.com | Facebook: @sangerfirst
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