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Thursday, Dec 24, 5:00 & 6:15 PM 
(Live streaming 6:15 PM service) 

Registration required. Sign up via Connection Card or contact church office  
(940-458-7416) or email Tonja at tonja@fbcsanger.com 

DNOW PRAYER POINTS 
 

 Pray for students who attend to hear and respond to the gospel message. 

 Pray for the safety and health of all adults, students, and volunteers before, 
during, and after DNow. 

 Pray for Trey as he and his team make final preparations for DNow. 

 Pray for Preston Cave as he prepares to speak during DNow weekend. 

 Pray for Jenna, Mackenzie, Zack, & Andy as they prepare to lead worship  

     during DNow. 

 Pray for the small group leaders as they prepare to lead our students 

 Pray for the entire event to go according to plan with no major disruptions. 



      This past Sunday’s worship service was obviously very 
different from our normal experience. Due to COVID 
exposure, we went back to online only. The staff hopes to get 
cleared before Wednesday so we can have in-person 
activities. If you haven’t signed up for our texting service, 
please do so. That is the quickest method for us to inform you 
of changes to our schedule. To sign up text “FSJoin” to 
94000. Then fill out the form and you will receive messages 
when changes to our schedule are necessary. 
  

     Our community of Sanger was hit with another tragedy this 
past week. I don’t know details but we do know that one 
graduate of Sanger High School was killed in an auto 
accident, and another graduate was seriously injured. Please 
keep them in your prayers. For the survivor, recovery from his 
injuries is only the first step in the recovery process. For both 
families, this is a time of grieving and sorrow. If you know 
either family, reach out and simply be there for them. As a 
relative of someone killed in an auto accident, I can tell you 
that having people just be there means more than you could 
ever imagine. Don’t worry about what to say. Actually, the 
less you say the better your comfort will be. Your presence is 
your most powerful tool.  
 

     Our Christmas Eve service is receiving lots of requests for 
seating space. We still have plenty of available seats for the 
6:15 PM service. Each service will last about 45 minutes, 
allowing for plenty of time to move people in and out between 
the services. We ask that you arrive 10 minutes early for your 
service. That will give us enough time to get everyone seated. 
For many families, attending Christmas Eve worship is an 
important part of their Christmas tradition. I am glad we are 
able to provide that ministry even in the midst of a pandemic. 
Make sure to tell the Worship Team, Sound Crew and 
greeters thank you for giving their time to lead two services 
that night. 

  Pastor’s Pen  

Pastor Grant Bowles - Senior Pastor 

Wise Men Still Seek Him 
     Christmas is such a happy time…. until it isn’t. Add the 
pressure put on us by our culture and people in our lives to “just 
be happy,” and the result is often depression, anger, and deep 
pain. Even the first Christmas had this grief and pain. Matt 2:1-3”  
 

     “Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of 
Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East came to 
Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is He who has been born King of the 
Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come to 
worship Him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, 
and all Jerusalem with him.” Matt 2:1-3”  
 
 

The Magi were a priestly caste of the Persians. They were 
students of the stars and skilled in philosophy and science. They 
were known for their holiness, wisdom, and dream interpretation. 
They saw the star and believed that any appearance of a 
spectacular phenomenon like this was God breaking into the 
natural order to announce a special event. They thought it might 
be heralding the birth of a great King, so they came to pay 
homage to the new King. They had come to worship! But, there 
was another king who did not want to worship the new king! Herod 
reacted differently than the magi from the East. He was disturbed, 
not delighted, when he heard of the birth of the new King. He was 
dishonest when faced with the devotion of the Magi to worship the 
King. And he grew desperate to keep his power, while the Magi 
had devoted their lives to worship the King, sacrificing their time, 
energy, and possessions in his honor. What a difference! The 
scriptures say Herod was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. He 
was one to get upset, unsettled and paranoid about losing his 
power. He had paid a great sum of money to become King of the 
Jews and murdered many along the way, including brothers. Why 
was he so disturbed? He was disturbed because he felt 
threatened! Why are people still threatened by Jesus, especially 
powerful people? All of us are threatened when our power is 
threatened. None of us like to be submissive. We want our rights! 
We want our way! 
 

     With Herod's help, the wise men found the newborn King and 
worshipped him, but they did not go back to Herod because they 
were warned in a dream. They returned home another route. 
When Herod realized the Magi had deceived him, he grew 
desperate! He sent his assassins to Bethlehem to kill every baby 
boy under the age of two to make sure he killed the King. Most 
scholars estimate that he murdered 20 - 25 babies. He didn't care 
who this King was or how important he was, Herod just wanted to 
remove the threat! He would kill innocent babies just to keep his 
throne. His efforts of self-preservation revealed that he had no 
regard for the word of God whatsoever. He rebelled against the 
word of the prophets and followed through with his wicked plan of 
self-preservation. This selfishness is the opposite of love, but it is 
the way of the world. Desperation leads men to do the most cruel, 
selfish acts. 
 

     We don't like this being part of the Christmas story because it's 
just too awful! It's always haunted me, like the murder of the 
Egyptian boys at the time of Moses's birth. Think about how many 
families were affected by this selfish act. How many families lost  
  Continued on next page... 

    

 Lottie Moon 2020  
Christmas Offering 

 

Our Goal:        $20,000 
Received to Date:        $  4,762 



 

New Classes start 

Jan 10, 2021, 6:00 PM 

 

Select the class you want to take by signing up 
via Connection Card or on our website. 

(www.fbcsanger.com) 
Please specify if you will come to an in-person 

class or can only do online. 

- I Am a Church Member, Thom Rainer 

- 40 Days in the Word, Rick Warren 

- Daring Faith, Rick Warren 

- Simply Sharing Jesus, Billy Graham Assn 

- Chase, Jennie Allen (for women) 

Trey Bledsoe -   Youth Pastor 
@firstsangerstudents 

 

SSM IN PERSON & ONLINE 
 

 

 Sunday Morning CBS:  
     9:15 AM   
  

 Wednesdays 6:00-7:00 PM 
        —>Doors open at 3:30 PM   

Youth Christmas 
Party! 

 

Tonight at 6:00 PM 
Wear your Christmas gear! 

 

“CUTTHROAT KITCHEN” 
GINGERBREAD HOUSE CONTEST! 

Elf Movie Night  
at Movie Tavern 

 

This Friday, Dec 18, 7:00 PM 
$6 per person + extras 
Doors open at 6:30 PM 

 

If you need a ride, the bus 
leaves at 6:15 PM 

DNOW 2021 

Coming January 15-17! 

 

For the Record  
  
 

Month of December through December 13 
 
 

Monthly Budget Needs              $73,983 
Received to Date                           $29,245 

Br. John Guerra - Executive Pastor  

their sons and brothers and grandsons? Too many lives were 
changed forever because of that selfish act. So even on that first 
Christmas there were so many who couldn't get too excited about 
the birth of this new King because of their own losses. As Jesus 
grew into the man who would die for the sins of all people, there 
would be another opportunity to change the lives of so many hurt-
ing, broken people. And that's why we celebrate Christmas! Not 
because of all the presents, decorations and lights, but because 
our heavenly Father gave his only son to die on the cross for us 
so that we might be forgiven of our sins and healed from the pain 
and the guilt and the brokenness that sin has brought. No matter 
what we have suffered, no matter who is to blame, Jesus heals 
our hurts and saves our soul! So, like the old saying goes, “Wise 
Men Still Seek Him!”    
 

Merry Christmas! 



UPCOMING EVENTS 
   DECEMBER 

   Friday, Dec 18, 7:00 PM: Youth Movie Night 

   Sunday, Dec 20: No evening activities 

   Wednesday, Dec 23: No evening activities 

   Thursday, Dec 24, 5:00 PM: Christmas Eve Service 

   Thursday, Dec 24, 6:15 PM: Christmas Eve Service 

   Thursday, Dec 24 - Friday, Dec 25: Church Offices closed for   

   Christmas 

   Sunday, Dec 27: No evening activities 
 

   JANUARY 

   Friday, Jan 1: Church Offices closed for New Year’s Day  

   Sunday, Jan 3, 5:00 PM: Deacons’ Meeting 

   Saturday, Jan 9, 10:30 AM: Mobile Food Pantry 

   Sunday, Jan 10, 6:00 PM: BUILD Discipleship Classes Start 

Page Four... 

Do you know someone who is not receiving our weekly e-newsletter via email?  Send an email  
to paula@fbcsanger.com  to sign up.    (Paper versions are available in the  foyer each week) 

 

Church Office Hours: Monday - Thursday: 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM, Friday: 8:00 AM - Noon 

Phone: (940) 458-7416 | www.fbcsanger.com  |  Facebook: @sangerfirst  

708 S. 5th St. |  P.O. Box 1700, Sanger, TX 76266  

 

ONLINE GIVING 
 

 

Go to: www.fbcsanger.com/online-giving 
  

1. Click on what you would like to donate  
2. Click on donation amount or type in Custom Amount 
3. Click on Payment Type  
4. Use drop down menu to select how often you want to 

give  
5. Use drop down menu to select to give your tithe to 

general budget or give to a designated fund 
6. If other is selected, type in the designated fund in the 

box 
7. Click the “Give Now” button 
 
 

 

Thank you! 

 

Send a direct text message to (940) 329-2088 to 
the staff to volunteer or ask for prayer 

Stay Connected 

Text FSJOIN to 94000. This will add you to 
our new system for mass texts and 

emergency alerts 

New to FBC Sanger? Text FSINFO to 94000 


