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Sunday, Dec 27 and Jan 3
We will have one morning worship service at 10:30 AM
(In-Person and Facebook Live)

May you have a blessed and beautiful Christmas
and a joyous 2021! ~ Grant, John, Chris, Trey, Tonja & Paula

Pastor’s Pen
Christmas is almost here. I guess that means I better get my
Christmas shopping finished. Ok, I better get my Christmas
shopping started! Isn’t it a remarkable statement that when we
think of Christmas, we too often think more of buying presents
for people rather than spending time considering what Christmas
is really about? Christmas brings us the promise of God’s grace
and love shown in the birth of Jesus the Messiah. The Christmas
story is filled with paradox and turns we would never expect. The
One born King of the Jews finds His first bed to be a feeding
trough. The One who opens to us our Eternal Home wasn’t even
given a home in which to be born. The birth announcement of
the King of Kings is first sent to shepherds, the outcasts of
Jewish society. It takes foreigners and idolaters to recognize and
honor the Savior of the world.
Yes, the Christmas story is full of paradox. But isn’t that just
like God? God takes events seen by most as complete disasters
and uses them for His purposes. Even COVID has produced
some benefits. Because of this terrible disease, we learned how
to livestream our services, allowing members to join us for
worship even when traveling or not able to be in person due to
illness. We regularly have people not associated with our church
join our worship service online, giving them an opportunity to
check out our church.
Let me give you one additional example of how God used a
terrible situation to open doors for us. Throughout this year we
have found some of our expenses have been reduced. For
almost a month, our building sat almost completely empty.
Because of these reduced expenses, we have built up our
financial reserves to an extent that we can begin the process of
adding a very needed Pastoral Staff position. The idea of a
Family Pastor was discussed during our November Business
Meeting and Family Forum. The Personnel Committee listened
and will be working on a proposal to the church early in January.
This connects with our financial reserves in the recognition that
bringing on an additional staff member will bring added
personnel expense. Because our reserves have been built up,
we have a financial cushion to help us during a time of transition
as a staff member is brought in and gets ministry moving.
Yes, God is good. Celebrate His goodness this Christmas!

Pastor Grant Bowles - Senior Pastor

Lottie Moon 2020
Christmas Offering

Our Goal:
Received to Date:

$20,000
$ 6,762

I Heard the Bells
Longfellow wrote Christmas Bells on Christmas Day in 1864. The
Civil war still raged, though there was hope in the future with union
advances and the re-election of Abraham Lincoln. On July 9th, 1861,
just three months after the bombardment of Fort Sumter opened the
Civil war, the Longfellow family suffered a very personal tragedy. His
wife Fanny was trying to preserve her daughter’s curls in an envelope
using hot wax. Instead, her dress caught on fire and though
Longfellow tried to put the flames out and was severely burned on his
face, arms and hands, she passed away. His grief and injuries were
so great that he was unable to attend her funeral. In his journal that
first Christmas after her death, Longfellow wrote: “How inexpressibly
sad are all holidays. I can make no record of these days. Better leave
them wrapped in silence. Perhaps someday God will give me peace.”
For Christmas, 1862, Longfellow wrote: “’Merry Christmas’ say the
children, but that is no more for me.” In late 1863, Longfellow would
receive word that his eldest son, Lieutenant Charles Longfellow, had
been severely wounded and crippled in battle. Longfellow made no
journal entry for Christmas, 1863. A year later: “I heard the bells on
Christmas Day their old familiar carols play, and wild and sweet the
words repeat of peace on earth, goodwill to men! And thought how,
as the day had come, the belfries of all Christendom had rolled along
the broken song of peace on earth, goodwill to men! Till ringing,
singing on its way, the world revolved from night to day, a voice, a
chime, a chant sublime of peace on earth, goodwill to men! Then
from each black accursed mouth the cannon thundered in the South,
and with the sound the carols drowned of peace on earth, goodwill to
men! It was as if an earthquake rent the hearth stones of a continent,
in made forlorn the households born of peace on earth, goodwill to
men! And in despair I bowed my head; “There is no peace on earth,” I
said; for hate is strong and mocks the song of peace on earth,
goodwill to men!”
He had suffered so much loss, his heart was broken by his
personal pain and in the national pain of the civil war, to the point that
he could not see the peace of the Prince of peace. It didn't seem to
be anywhere on the horizon!
As Isaiah wrote : Is. 9:6: “For unto us a Child is born, unto us a
Son is given; and the government will be upon His shoulder. And His
name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace.”
John 14:27: “Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not
as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled,
neither let it be afraid.”
Peace, in Hebrew, Shalom, could be a greeting or announced
blessing on those who had a right relationship with God. He was
offering his peace in a time of fear and turmoil. He was offering to put
their world back together. Has your world ever fallen apart? He is
able to give to you his peace, but you must receive it by receiving
him.
Longfellow finished the poem: “Then pealed the bells more loud
and deep: God is not dead; Nor doth He sleep! The wrong shall fail,
the right prevail, with peace on earth, goodwill to men!”
Four months later the civil war ended. The nation and Longfellow
began the long difficult road to recovery. The grief over Fanny’s death
lessened, but never left Longfellow entirely.
Continued on next page...
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Sunday Morning CBS - 9:15 AM
No Wednesday activities until
Jan 6, 2021

On Christmas Day, 1864, the sound of the bells reached through
Longfellow's grief and despair to remind him what Christmas is all
about: Hope. Hope that God is neither dead nor asleep. Hope that right
will prevail over wrong. Hope that peace and goodwill cover the earth.
The lesson of the Christmas bells is about coming to understand that
though it may not seem so at times, there is peace on earth. We may
not be experiencing a civil war, but there is grief and heartache all
around, but we have hope because we have peace. We have peace
because we know the Prince of Peace! You can experience His peace
no matter what your circumstances if you make room in your heart for
the Lord Jesus. Phil 4:7: “And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.”

Br. John Guerra - Executive Pastor

DNOW 2021
Coming January 15-17!
Signup starts Sunday, Jan 3, 2021
DNOW PRAYER POINTS
-Pray for students who attend to hear and respond
to the gospel message.
-Pray for the safety and health of all adults,
students, and volunteers before, during, and after
DNow.
-Pray for Trey as he and his team make final preparations for DNow.
-Pray for Preston Cave as he prepares to speak
during DNow weekend.
-Pray for Jenna, Mackenzie, Zack, & Andy as they
prepare to lead worship during DNow.
-Pray for the small group leaders as they prepare to
lead our students.
-Pray for the entire event to go according to God’s
plan with no major disruptions.

Our prayers and deepest sympathy
go out to Jennie Gooch and family
in their loss of Olan Gooch.
Our deepest sympathy and prayers
go out to Kathy Roberts and family
in their loss of Jim Roberts.

Trey Bledsoe - Youth Pastor
@firstsangerstudents

Attention 2020 Committee Chairmen
Please return your committee notebooks
to the church office ASAP

For the Record
Month of December through December 20

Monthly Budget Needs
Received to Date

$73,983
$52,118

New Classes start
Jan 10, 2021, 6:00 PM
- I Am a Church Member, Thom Rainer
- 40 Days in the Word, Rick Warren
- Daring Faith, Rick Warren
- Simply Sharing Jesus, Billy Graham Assn
- Chase, Jennie Allen (for women)
Select the class you want to take by signing up via
Connection Card or survey on our website.
(www.fbcsanger.com)
Please specify if you will come to an in-person class or
prefer to take the class online.

This is the last newsletter of the year.
We will be back Wednesday, Jan 6, 2021!

Dec 24: 5:00 PM & 6:15 PM
Reserved seating required. Contact church office.

Do you know someone who is not receiving our weekly
e-newsletter via email? Send an email to
paula@fbcsanger.com to sign up.
(Paper versions are available in the foyer each week)

UPCOMING EVENTS
DECEMBER
Wednesday, Dec 23: No evening activities
Thursday, Dec 24, 5:00 PM: Christmas Eve Service
Thursday, Dec 24, 6:15 PM: Christmas Eve Service
Thursday, Dec 24 - Friday, Dec 25: Church Offices closed for Christmas
Sunday, Dec 27: No 8:15 AM Worship Service (only 10:30 AM)
Sunday, Dec 27: No evening activities

JANUARY
Friday, Jan 1: Church Offices closed for New Year’s Day
Sunday, Jan 3: No 8:15 AM Worship Service (only 10:30 AM)
Sunday, Jan 3, 5:00 PM: Deacons’ Meeting
Saturday, Jan 9, 10:30 AM: Mobile Food Pantry
Sunday, Jan 10, 6:00 PM: BUILD Discipleship Classes Begin

Stay Connected
Text FSJOIN to 94000. This will add you to
our new system for mass texts and
emergency alerts
Send a direct text message to (940) 329-2088 to
the staff to volunteer or ask for prayer
New to FBC Sanger? Text FSINFO to 94000

ONLINE GIVING
Go to: www.fbcsanger.com/online-giving
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Click on what you would like to donate
Click on donation amount or type in Custom Amount
Click on Payment Type
Use drop down menu to select how often you want to
give
Use drop down menu to select to give your tithe to
general budget or give to a designated fund
If other is selected, type in the designated fund in the
box
Click the “Give Now” button

Thank you!

Church Office Hours: Monday - Thursday: 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM, Friday: 8:00 AM - Noon
Phone: (940) 458-7416 | www.fbcsanger.com | Facebook: @sangerfirst
708 S. 5th St. | P.O. Box 1700, Sanger, TX 76266

