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Thursday, Dec 24, 5:00 & 6:15 PM  
Registration required. Sign up via Connection Card or contact church office  

(940-458-7416) or email Tonja at tonja@fbcsanger.com 

 

New Sessions 

Start Jan 10, 2021, 6:00 PM 

Select the class you want to take by signing up via Connection Card or survey from website. 
Please specify if you will come to an in-person class or can only do online. 

THE FOLLOWING STUDIES ARE BEING OFFERED THIS SESSION: 
 

 I Am a Church Member, Thom Rainer 

 40 Days in the Word, Rick Warren 

 Daring Faith, Rick Warren 

 Simply Sharing Jesus, Billy Graham Association 

 Chase, Jennie Allen (for women) 



   

     As I write this article I should be getting ready for our last 
night of Streets of Bethlehem. This was the weekend in which 
we invited our community to join us for a time of celebrating 
the birth of Jesus. Unfortunately, we had to cancel this year’s 
performance. Streets of Bethlehem is just one more event 
changed by the COVID virus. Many families experienced a 
very different Thanksgiving, and some that went ahead with 
Thanksgiving are now quarantined. But through it all, one 
constant has remained unchanged: Jesus is still on His 
throne. 
 

     I urge you to go back to that single great truth as we look 
ahead to a Christmas that will likely be different also. Remind 
yourself that through it all Jesus remains on His throne. Kings 
still bow to the King of kings. Focusing on that great truth 
gives us hope to face the uncertainty of today.  
 

     We will have two Christmas Eve services this year to 
ensure adequate seating capacity with social distancing. Our 
5 PM service filled up the first week we opened reservations. 
We are holding some seats for the community. If you haven’t 
reserved your space, make sure and contact the church office 
to reserve space. If you signed up for the 5 PM service and 
want to invite friends to join you, we do have space for them 
in that service. Again, we are holding seats open for the 
community. 
 

     I announced in worship this past Sunday that our 
Preschool ministry will have reduced classes through at least 
the end of December. That is due to a decreased number of 
workers available. Denise struggled with making that 
decision. Her heart broke deciding to limit the number of little 
ones who will be able to enjoy playing and learning during our 
worship service.  
 

     But through it all Jesus remains on His throne! 

  Pastor’s Pen  

Pastor Grant Bowles - Senior Pastor 

Parameters 
     Casey Stengel was managing a bad baseball team in 1943. They 
lost many games and looked bad doing it. Late in the year, Stengel 
suffered a broken leg when hit by car. A manager of another team 
sent a telegram to his hospital room that said, “Your attempt at 
suicide fully understood. Deepest sympathy you didn't succeed!”  
 

     “And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good 
works, 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the 
manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as 
you see the Day approaching.” Hebrews 10:24-25 
 

     The readers of this letter were suffering in some of the most 
horrible ways. Christians were losing their rights. They were being 
persecuted in many ways. They were losing the right to hold 
property, even after they had owned their land and worked their 
fields for generations. They were unable to worship in public. They 
were being arrested and persecuted just for believing in Christ. This 
kind of persecution affects your finances, family relationships and 
your health, so some of these folks were wanting out from under the 
load of stress! Some were beginning to drop out of  the church 
family for worship. Some of them were still holding on to the 
legalism in ritual and ceremony, the outward things of Judaism. So 
the writer is telling them that they needed to hold fast to the things of 
God, the real things of God that are found only in the new covenant 
of Jesus Christ. They needed to be in the fellowship of his people, 
where they could love and be loved, serve and be served. There's 
no better place to go all the way in Christ, or to hope continually in 
him, than in the church, his body.  
 

     Verse 25 tells us, “not forsaking the assembling of yourselves 
together.” This means “Let’s not give up meeting together, not 
leaving behind or not leaving in the lurch, our public worship.” “As 
the manner of some is,” means “as is custom to some.” This refers 
to those Christians that had developed the habit of not going to 
church or worship. Worship is for God, but it is also a positive effect 
on those around you. Too many of us look at what we want to 
receive from worship, but we've got it backwards! We have the 
responsibility to give in worship! The godly life, inspired by love, is 
kept alive by people who care enough for one another to gather 
together. How does it help others? “Exhorting one another” means 
encouraging one another, which cannot occur if one is absent or 
disconnected, and can even be discouraging if one is absent. We 
need to take this encouraging responsibility seriously because time 
is running out. The Lord is a high priority because people need to 
know him. The text says that “we should encourage one another so 
much the more,” which means there should be a sense of urgency 
because the second coming of Christ is near. If we are giving and 
receiving encouragement in our worship, we will be encouraged to 
reach out to those around us. But, how do we do this during a 
pandemic? Are we released from this responsibility because people 
are dying of Covid-19?  
 

     There were some who were quitting, dropping out, going out the 
back door. One writer called these quitters “pious particles,” and 
gave them three reasons for their quitting: 1) Fear: they were afraid 
they would be persecuted for their faith. Worship attendance gives 
us the opportunity to tell the world what we believe and where we 
stand. 2) Fastidiousness: they were looking for the perfect 
congregation, where everyone is perfect or everything is done the 
way you like.       Continue on next page >>> 

Attention 2020 Committee Chairmen  
 

Please turn in your committee notebooks  
to the church office by  

Wednesday, Dec 16 



Trey Bledsoe -   Youth Pastor 
@firstsangerstudents 

 

SSM IN PERSON & ONLINE 
 

 

 Sunday Morning CBS:  
     9:15 AM   
  

 Wednesdays 6:00-7:00 PM 
        —>Doors open at 3:30 PM   

Stay up-to-date via  
Facebook and Instagram 

@firstsangerstudents 

\ 

Join us tonight  
at 6 PM 

Youth Christmas 
Party! 

 

Wednesday, Dec 16, 6 PM 
Wear your Christmas gear! 

 
CUTTHROAT KITCHEN  

GINGERBREAD HOUSE CONTEST! 

Elf Movie Night at 
Movie Tavern 

 

Friday, Dec 18, 7 PM 
- $6 per person + extras 
- Doors open at  6:30 PM 

- If you need a ride, the bus 
leaves at 6:15 PM 

DNOW 2021 
Coming January 15-17! 

 

For the Record  

  
 

Month of December through December 6 
 
 

Monthly Budget Needs .................... $73,983 
Received to Date .............................. $19,752 
Lottie Moon ......................................... $2,705 
 
November 2020 
Tithes and Offerings ........................ $70,024 
Budget Expenses ............................. $67,853 

Br. John Guerra - Executive Pastor  

Our deepest sympathy and  
 prayers go out to the family of 
Jewell Anderson as they mourn 

her passing. 

3) Conceit: they believed they didn't need to worship in church or 
that they were intellectually above the teaching. They didn't under-
stand that the church is not a place to get, but to give. And it’s our 
duty to give toward finding solutions. We are to be encouragers! 
How are we doing that in a Covid world? 
 

     The author emphasizes urgency! The day that was approaching 
could refer to the imminent destruction of the temple, which brought 
all the sacrifices and rituals to a close. But the primary reference is 
to the coming of the Lord, which makes the passage apply to all of 
us. The only place where we can remain steadfast until He returns 
is with His people. We need each other. We need to be in fellow-
ship with each other, as we mutually strengthen each other and 
encourage each other as we remember the price He paid for us. 
We must ask ourselves today, what am I doing to encourage the 
Body? What am I doing today to reach out to this lost world before 
it’s too late? 

    

 Lottie Moon 2020  
Christmas Offering 

 
Our Goal:         $20,000 

   Received to Date:         $  4,225 



UPCOMING EVENTS 
   December 

   Friday, Dec 11, 9-11 AM: MOPS 

   Friday, Dec 18, 7:00 PM: Youth Movie Night 

   Sunday, Dec 20: No Sunday evening activities 

   Wednesday, Dec 23: No Wednesday evening activities 

   Thursday, Dec 24, 5:00 PM: Christmas Eve Service 

   Thursday, Dec 24, 6:15 PM: Christmas Eve Service 

   Thursday, Dec 24 - Friday, Dec 25: Church Offices closed for Christmas 

   Sunday, Dec 27: No evening activities 
 

   January 

   Friday, Jan 1: Church Offices closed for New Year’s Day  

   Sunday, Jan 3, 5:00 PM: Deacons’ Meeting 

   Saturday, Jan 9, 10:30 AM: Mobile Food Pantry 

   Sunday, Jan 10, 6:00 PM: BUILD Discipleship Classes Start 

Page Four... 

Do you know someone who is not receiving our weekly e-newsletter via email?  Send an email  
to paula@fbcsanger.com  to sign up.    (Paper versions are available in the  foyer each week) 

 

Church Office Hours: Monday - Thursday: 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM, Friday: 8:00 AM - Noon 

Phone: (940) 458-7416 | www.fbcsanger.com  |  Facebook: @sangerfirst  

708 S. 5th St. |  P.O. Box 1700, Sanger, TX 76266  

FBC Sanger Weekly 
Services 

 

Sundays 
 

8:15 AM:   Worship Service 
                        In-Person only. 

9:15 AM:   Connection Bible Study 
                        Online and In-Person. 

10:30 AM: Worship Service   
                        Facebook Live and In-Person 

6:00 PM:    Bible Study       
 

Wednesdays 
 

6:00 PM:   Adult Bible Study 
                  Youth, 6th-12th 
                  Children: 1st-5th                                    

 

ONLINE GIVING 
 

 

Go to: www.fbcsanger.com/online-giving 
  

1. Click on what you would like to donate  
2. Click on donation amount or type in Custom Amount 
3. Click on Payment Type  
4. Use drop down menu to select how often you want to 

give  
5. Use drop down menu to select to give your tithe to 

general budget or give to a designated fund 
6. If other is selected, type in the designated fund in the 

box 
7. Click the “Give Now” button 
 

 
 

Thank you! 


