
Vol. XLIX                                               April 14, 2021                                                         No. 15 

   

 

 Our Goal: $11,000  ||  Received To Date: $9,733 

 

 Ethan Schifelbein will be working in a Muslim majority 
country this summer.  

 Turner Barnes will be working as a Baptist Collegiate 
Ministries director at Portland State University in Portland, 

Oregon.  
 

During the morning service, these two young men, former 
students in our youth ministry, will introduce themselves and 

where they are going. Then join us at 5:00 PM, they will each give 
further details about their upcoming work. You will also hear about 

how you can be involved in their mission work. 

Special Missionary 
Speakers 
 Sunday,  

April 25, 5:00 PM  



Pastor Grant Bowles - Senior Pastor 

     I want to say thank you to the Martha Class, taught by Andrea Jones, in our Connect Groups. Last Sunday morning, the class 
was moved twice in one day and did it with grace. With our last two adult Connect Groups that had been online only returning, we 
needed to shuffle rooms to accommodate everyone. This was necessitated due to one class having grown significantly during 
COVID and having to move to a larger room. Martha Class, thank you for being good church members and showing great flexibility! 
 

     Last Sunday during worship as I was preaching I saw something that happened that makes me very happy. We had a family 
here visiting their family who just received two foster children. During worship, one of the little ones got squirmy, which happens to 
everyone, and managed to get loose. This little one walked directly across the aisle and tried to crawl up in the lap of another lady. 
This lady just smiled and placed the little one on her lap and conveyed to the foster mother that she was welcome to sit there 
through the service. No one can explain why this little one decided to make the move, but I want to say it was beautiful to watch. 
Our church should be a place where our little ones feel safe and welcomed. This little one felt that safety and welcome and acted on 
it. 
 

     Please pray for Reed Parsons, Denise and me as we travel to Ecuador to help set up a potential partnership between One 
Mission Ministries and a missionary in Ecuador. This partnership is happening because we saw a need and knew someone who 
had a very good potential answer to that need. If this partnership develops, small rural churches in Ecuador, led by dedicated but 
untrained pastors, will see their pastors receive training and become more effective in their ministries. One thing that excited me is 
the joy expressed by the Ecuador churches. One group has already started working on a building to house pastors coming in for 
training. We will try to give updates throughout the week on our church Facebook page. 

  Pastor’s Pen  

Br. John Guerra - Executive Pastor  

     Three preachers sat discussing the best positions for prayer, while a telephone repairman worked nearby. "Kneeling is definitely 
best," claimed one. "No," another contended. "I get the best results standing with my hands outstretched to Heaven." "You're both 
wrong," the third insisted. "The most effective prayer position is lying prostrate, face down on the floor." The repairman could contain 
himself no longer. "Gentlemen," he interrupted, "the best praying I ever did was hanging upside down from a telephone pole." 
 

     “Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men,”   1 Timothy 2:1 
 

     Our partners in ministry at 61 Isaiah Ministries in Honduras stared a ministry last month called, “Adopt a Team Member.” They 
gave us Edith Ayala. Edith is from Gracias, Lempira, Honduras, where she lives with her parents and two siblings. At the age of 
seven, she received a scholarship to attend Abundant Life Christian School (ALCS). This school is where she met Shannon and 
Kristi Hopkins, our missionary partners with 61 Isaiah, who she had as her Bible and Family Living teachers. She began working with 
their team as a babysitter and translator in 2014. Here is her story in her words: "I saw how happy my people were with us just being 
there, kids playing with people that didn’t know their language but that not being an obstacle for them to enjoy their time together, 
and people walking in the rain to have a church service with the ‘’gringos.” But what impressed me the most was going back to those 
villages a year later and seeing the people with joy in their eyes, welcoming us as if we were a part of their family. With experiences 
like this, I started developing a need in my heart to keep doing this. I started praying about it and I had many ideas, but finally I 
decided that since God gave me the gift of knowing a second language, it is so I can use it for His glory." She officially joined our 
team after she graduated from ALCS in August 2016.  

 

     Edith was my translator when I first preached in Honduras. I will never forget that sermon. I began the 
sermon with an illustration about seeing some men with mules with dozens of clay roof tiles on their back 
walking down the road. When I said, “Mules.” She stopped me and said, ‘Mules? I don’t know what a mule is!” I 
looked at her and didn’t know how to explain what a mule was, I was about to give my mule sound, when 
Shannon said, “Horse,” to keep the message moving.  So, I began to read the text and the word “ox” was in the 
passage.  Edith looked at me and said, “I don’t know what an ox is!” I just started laughing! And we both looked 
at Shannon and he said, “COW!” She was a senior in High School and I was so impressed with her 
commitment and sweet spirit. Now she is finishing college and she would appreciate our prayers concerning 
her health because she had some serious health issues last year. And she would love us to pray about God’s 
plan for her life and His direction for her as well.  

 

     Please join me in praying for Edith and we will look for more opportunities for what we can do for Edith in the days ahead.  
 

Position to Pray 



 

Please pray for our  
Search Committee as they 

continue the process of 
searching for our new  

Family Pastor. 

For free access to RightNow Media, please 
contact the church office by sending an email to: 

paula@fbcsanger.com 

“Eggs for Annie” 
 

A special thank you for your generous 
donations to “Eggs for Annie.” 

Our GA’s were blessed with the experience of giving 
to missions! 

 Trey Bledsoe - Youth Pastor 

trey@fbcsanger.com 

@firstsangerstudents 

 

SCHEDULE 
 Sunday Morning CBS - 9:15 AM 
 

 Wednesday Evening 6:00 PM 

         (Doors open at 3:30 PM)  

  

Month of April 
 

April 11, 2021 Receipts ..................................  $ 17,440 
YTD Budget Receipts ....................................  $272,709 
YTD Budget ....................................................  $263,107 
 

Month of March 
Budget & Offerings    ....................................... $ 72,331 
Budget Expenses    ......................................... $ 60,885 

For the Record 

 

Youth Build Group:  

“Counter culture” 
A study to courageously 
and compassionately 
engage culture with the gospel. 

Sundays at 6PM  

SAVE THE DATE 
Falls Creek Camp  

June 21-26  
Registration begins the first 

of May. Cost: $200 

 

Thursday Morning  
Bible Study  
9:00 AM in 

Fellowship Hall 

VBS 2021! 

June 6-10 
 

It’s that time to gather 
volunteers for VBS! See this 
Sunday’s Connection Card 
to sign up. 



             UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

APRIL 

Friday, Apr 23, 9:00 AM: MOPS 

Sunday, Apr, 25, 5:00 PM: Special Missionary Speakers in Worship Center 
 

MAY 

Saturday, May 1, 10:30 AM: Mobile Food Pantry in S. parking lot 

Sunday, May 2, 5:00 PM: Business Meeting in Worship Center 

Sunday, May 9: Mother’s Day 

Friday, May 14, 9:00 AM: MOPS 

Friday, May 28, 9:00 AM: MOPS 
 

JUNE 

June 5, 10:30 AM: Mobile Food Pantry 

June 6-10, 6:00-8:00 PM: VBS 

June 13, 5:00 PM: Ministry Training 

   

FBC SANGER CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Church Office Hours: Monday - Thursday: 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM, Friday: 8:00 AM - Noon 
Phone: (940) 458-7416   

www.fbcsanger.com |  Facebook: @sangerfirst 
708 S. 5th St. | P.O. Box 1700, Sanger, TX 76266  

FBC MINISTRY TEAMS 
 Join one (or more) of our ministry teams to help meet some of the practical needs of our church family.  

  

Hospital Visitation Team 
This team will see that members are visited when they are admitted to the hospital. If they discover other needs, 
they will report to staff and the leadership of the other teams. Calls will do until hospitals allow visits again. It 
will be an additional goal to follow up with them when they have returned home. 

  

Grief Support Team 
This team will make contact with members who have lost a loved one.  They will develop a follow-up plan that 
includes periodic calls or visits and contact on special dates through that first year, e.g., birthdays, 
anniversaries, and holidays. If other needs are discovered, they will report to staff and the leadership of the 
other teams. 

  

Home Service Team 
This team will be available to help seniors and others who have household and yard work that they need help 
with. If the team discovers other needs, they will report to staff and the leadership of the other teams. 

  

Homebound Ministry Team 
This team will make visits or contact with our members that can no longer attend church. They will take them 
Sunday School material, if desired, and see if there are any needs or prayer requests. If they discover other 
needs, they will report to staff and the leadership of the other teams. 
  

 If you are interested in serving on one or more of our ministry teams, please email the church office and  
tell us which team(s) you are interested in: tonja@fbcsanger.com 

mailto:Tonja@fbcsanger.com

