












9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! 

Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!

Behold, your king is coming to you; 

righteous and having salvation is he, 

humble and mounted on a donkey,

on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

Zechariah 9:9



“29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward 

him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who 

takes away the sin of the world! 

John 1:29



5 And he shall take from the congregation of the 

people of Israel two male goats for a sin offering, 

and one ram for a burnt offering.

6 “Aaron shall offer the bull as a sin offering for 

himself and shall make atonement for himself and 

for his house. 7 Then he shall take the two goats 

and set them before the LORD at the entrance of the 

tent of meeting. 8 And Aaron shall cast lots over the 

two goats, one lot for the LORD and the other lot for 

Azazel. “

Leviticus 16:5-10, 20-22



9 And Aaron shall present the goat on which the lot 
fell for the LORD and use it as a sin offering, 10 but 
the goat on which the lot fell for Azazel shall be 
presented alive before the LORD to make atonement 
over it, that it may be sent away into the wilderness 
to Azazel.

20 “And when he has made an end of atoning for 
the Holy Place and the tent of meeting and the 
altar, he shall present the live goat. 



10 but the goat on which the lot fell 
21 And Aaron shall lay both his hands on the head of 
the live goat, and confess over it all the iniquities of 
the people of Israel, and all their transgressions, all 
their sins. 

And he shall put them on the head of the goat and 
send it away into the wilderness by the hand of a man 
who is in readiness. 22 The goat shall bear all their 
iniquities on itself to a remote area, and he shall let 
the goat go free in the wilderness.



A Donkey, A Lamb 

and A Goat: 

The Animals of 

Holy Week

Zech 9:9, Jn. 1:29, Lev.  16:5-10, 20-22





God provides 

reminders for us 

that our sins are 

forgiven by Jesus. 



Three animals remind us of God’s salvation…

I. A DONKEY – Reminding us of the PERSON 
who worked for our forgiveness (Zech 9)

II. A LAMB – Reminding us of the MANNER in 
which our forgiveness was accomplished 
(John 1)

III. A GOAT – Reminding us of the FREEDOM 
that our forgiveness secured (Levit 16)



A DONKEY – Reminding us of the PERSON who 
worked for our forgiveness

Zechariah 9:9

9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O 
daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming 
to you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble 
and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a 
donkey.









Kings 1:38-40 

8 So Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah

the son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites and the 

Pelethites went down and had Solomon ride on King 

David’s mule and brought him to Gihon. 39 There Zadok

the priest took the horn of oil from the tent and 

anointed Solomon. Then they blew the trumpet, and all 

the people said, “Long live King Solomon!” 40 And all the 

people went up after him, playing on pipes, and 

rejoicing with great joy, so that the earth was split by 

their noise.





At exactly the time when Jesus was growing up there was a 
movement-call it a political movement, a religious 
movement, or (as Josephus calls it) a “philosophy”-that 
said that it was time for God alone to be king. 

You see the reason Jesus wasn’t the sort of king people 
wanted in his own day is that he was the true king, but 
they had become used to the ordinary, shabby, second-rate 
sort. They were looking for a builder to construct the home 
they thought they wanted, but he was the architect, 
coming with a new plan that would give them everything 
they needed, but within quite a new framework. They 
were looking for a singer to sing the song they had been 
humming for a long time, but he was the composer, 



bringing them a new song to which the old songs they knew 
would form at best, the background music. He was the king, 
all right, but he had come to redefine kingship itself around 
his own work, his own mission, his own fate. 

The people who were longing for God alone to be king were 
clinging to the hope set out in scripture: the hope that, after 
all these years, Israel’s God would return to be with his 
people, to rescue them, to restore them, to condemn their 
oppressors, to take charge, to do justice, to sort things out, 
to rule over them like a good king should, but unlike any 
actual human king they had ever known.

NT Wright



Revelation 19:11-16 

11 Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The 

one sitting on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness 

he judges and makes war. 12 His eyes are like a flame of fire, and 

on his head are many diadems, and he has a name written that 

no one knows but himself. 13 He is clothed in a robe dipped in 

blood, and the name by which he is called is The Word of God. 

14 And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and 

pure, were following him on white horses. 15 From his mouth 

comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and 

he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress 

of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. 16 On his robe and 

on his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of 

lords. 





A LAMB – Reminding us of the MANNER in which 
our forgiveness was accomplished

John 1:29

“29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward 

him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who 

takes away the sin of the world! 







John 18:28
28 Then they led Jesus from the house of Caiaphas to 

the governor’s headquarters. It was early morning. 

They themselves did not enter the governor’s 

headquarters, so that they would not be defiled, but 

could eat the Passover. 

John 18:38-39

38 Pilate said to him, “What is truth?” After he had 

said this, he went back outside to the Jews and told 

them, “I find no guilt in him. 39 But you have a custom 

that I should release one man for you at the Passover. 



1 Corinthians 5:6-8 

6 Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a 

little leaven leavens the whole lump? 7 Cleanse out 

the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you 

really are unleavened. For Christ, our Passover lamb, 

has been sacrificed. 8 Let us therefore celebrate the 

festival, not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice 

and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity 

and truth.

Hebrews 9:22 
22 Indeed, under the law almost everything is 

purified with blood, and without the shedding of 

blood there is no forgiveness of sins. 





A GOAT – Reminding us of the FREEDOM that  
our forgiveness secured 

Leviticus 16:22

22 The goat shall bear all their iniquities on itself to a 
remote area, and he shall let the goat go free in the 
wilderness.











Galatians 5:1 
1 For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, 

and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery. 

John 8:34-37 

34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 

everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin. 35 The slave 

does not remain in the house forever; the son remains 

forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free 

indeed. 37 I know that you are offspring of Abraham; yet 

you seek to kill me because my word finds no place in 

you.





Isaiah 59:1-2, 15-17 

1 Behold, the LORD’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot 

save, or his ear dull, that it cannot hear; 2 but your iniquities 

have made a separation between you and your God, and your 

sins have hidden his face from you so that he does not hear. 

15 Truth is lacking, and he who departs from evil makes 

himself a prey. The LORD saw it, and it displeased him that 

there was no justice. 16 He saw that there was no man, and 

wondered that there was no one to intercede; then his own 

arm brought him salvation, and his righteousness upheld him. 
17 He put on righteousness as a breastplate, and a helmet of 

salvation on his head; he put on garments of vengeance for 

clothing, and wrapped himself in zeal as a cloak. 



Philippians 2:5-11 
5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ 
Jesus, 6  who, though he was in the form of God, did not 
count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7  but 
emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born 
in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he 
humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of 
death, even death on a cross.

9  Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on 
him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.










